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Dear Parishioners:
Greetings in the name of the Lord

We are fast approaching the end of a
liturgical year and the beginning of
another. The new year begins with

Advent. We as a Parish Council would encourage you to
keep the period of Advent as a time of preparation for
Christmas when we once again remember how Jesus was
born into the world. We have tried to keep our end-of-year
functions out of Advent. We have asked one of our lay
ministers, Penny McLennan, to lead an Advent meditation
during the services of Holy Communion at 07h00 on the
Wednesdays of Advent. I hope that many will join this
service as an Advent discipline.

This year we are also going to offer specific times that our
ordained clergy will be available to hear confessions. This
will be on Christmas Eve from 14h00 to 16h00 (the time
for the children’s Christmas service) and thereafter until
18h00.

There are to be two Advent Carol Services this year. The
first is our Parish Advent Carol Service on Sunday 27th

November at 16h00 and will be the traditional service of
Nine Lessons and Carols. The other Advent Carol Service
that you could attend is the Ecumenical Vespers to be
held at the Mariannhill Monastery at 16h00 on 4th

December. The Durban Symphony Choir will be leading
the singing  augmented by our choir and that of the
Pinetown Methodist Church. Our choir is very excited
about being asked to sing with the Durban Symphony
Choir. Christopher Cockburn is to play the organ at the
service.

While mentioning Christopher Cockburn, we would like to
thank him for all he has done for us as a parish over the
last year. He returns here from Grahamstown after 11th

December when he will be playing with the Drakensberg
Boys’ Choir. Don Powell will be filling in for him while he is
away.

The ordination of Vivienne Pyle and Sue Brittion to the
priesthood takes place at the Cathedral in
Pietermaritzburg on 26th November at 09h30. Please pray
for Sue and Vivienne and their families as they prepare for
their ordination. Transport is being arranged for those who
wish to travel to Pietermaritzburg. For those who are
going there is also an invitation to lunch at the home of Liz
Hayes (Vivienne’s daughter) in Hillcrest. If you wish to
come, please fill in the list at the back of the church. There
is also to be a short service of Holy Communion on the
evening of 26th November at 18h00 followed by a pasta
supper in the church hall. Again if you wish to attend
please fill in the form at the back of the church. One of the
treats at the ordination will be a combined Royal School of
Music Choir who will sing the anthem “I was glad” by
Herbert Parry. The choir has been working hard on this
anthem and Christopher Cockburn is to play the Cathedral
organ to accompany them. You really don’t want to miss
it!

The end of the year function of kidZown (our Sunday
School) takes place on the evening of 25th November.
This will take the form of a bring-and-share braai. All the
children and their parents are most welcome at this
function. Jenni Young has asked to step down as

superintendent from the end of December 2005. We are
most grateful to her for all she has done as
superintendent - thank you, Jenni. Leigh-Anne Murray-
Rawbon is to take over as superintendent from 2006. She
has already been co-opted onto Parish Council.

Lesley Wood has also been co-opted onto Parish Council.
She has felt called to offer herself to co-ordinate the Fund
Raising Portfolio on Council. If you would like to get
involved in raising funds for the 150th Anniversary
celebrations in 2006, please offer yourself to Lesley.  One
of the first items that Lesley and her team will be
organising is a Valentine’ Day Barn Dance to be held on
10th February 2006. It will be an evening for old and young
alike. We say thank you to Lesley for offering to serve
God in this way.

We are also looking for people to fill two other Council
vacancies, namely the Fellowship and Grounds &
Gardens portfolios.

The former is responsible to gather a team for events
such as Shrove Tuesday Pancake evening (Tuesday 28th

February 2006) and the Passover Meal (Tuesday 11th

April 2006.) as well as the regular teas after Sunday
services.  It would be good if this person would also co-
ordinate teas for our music festival planned for the 150th

anniversary celebrations (17 & 18 June 2006) as well as
the Parish Celebratory Dinner on 18th May 2006. Is God
calling you to do this important work in 2006?  Let’s hear
from you.

We also need someone to co-ordinate folk who can care
for the general gardens and grounds of the parish,
excluding the Garden of Remembrance which is cared for
by David and Dawn Asher. The gardens have been left to
themselves for the past while and need a little TLC.

Our plans to celebrate our 150th Anniversary are
beginning to take shape. Next year promises to be a busy
year. So far we are planning for the following events:

Valentine’s Day Barn Dance...................... 10th February
40 Days of Purpose ..................................... Lent Course
Stewardship Programme .............................. after Easter
150th Celebratory Dinner & Ministries Fair......... 18th May
Anniv. Celebrations & Music Festival ......... 17/18th June
150th Anniversary Alpha Course.......................third term
Tour to Namaqualand and Western Cape............ Spring
Drama production ......................... September – October

The year 2006 promises to be a busy year for us at St
John’s. A booklet telling the history of St John’s is being
produced.

Finally be sure to read the diary of important dates for the
rest of 2005 elsewhere in the Lantern.:

May God bless you as you await the celebration of our
Lord Jesus Christ who came down to live amongst us.
Yours sincerely in Christ John Green

From the
pen of
John
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WHERE DOES OUR BIBLE COME FROM – AND WHEN? : Part 2
CONTRIBUTION BY ANNE GOSLING

Last Lantern edition we looked at the languages in which the Bible was first written and at how ancient texts were
transmitted. Now we look at the background of our modern Bibles in English.

Who decided what makes stories into Scripture?

The Jews divided their scriptures into Laws, Prophets (including
the historical books) and Writings. By the time of Jesus the books
included as Laws and Prophets were much the same as in our
modern Bible, but there were disputes about books counted
among the Writings.

After the Romans destroyed Jerusalem in AD 70, Jamnia (near
Jaffa) became the centre of the Sanhedrin. A Synod was held
here in about AD 100, and it was probably this council that
determined the Canon of Jewish scriptures, although Jewish
legend says it was established by Ezra. (Canon, meaning an
authoritative list, is a Greek word meaning ‘measuring rod, ruler’.)
Some Jews of the Diaspora also included certain Greek books,
which are known to us as the Apocrypha. Some of the early
Christian leaders accepted these; others, including Jerome,
excluded them. In the 16th century the Apocrypha were rejected
by the reformers, but were accepted by the Roman Catholics.

For the New Testament, the four gospels and the Pauline
epistles were accepted as scripture by about 130 AD, but not all
churches accepted all of the other epistles or the Revelation, and
some churches included other books (such as the Epistle of
Barnabas). The canon of the whole Christian Bible was fixed in
Rome in AD 382.

Spreading the Word

As Christianity spread from the Greek-speaking
world to Italy and Europe, Latin translations were
made. In the 4th century Pope Damasus
commissioned a leading biblical scholar, Jerome,
to produce the standard Latin translation we call
the Vulgate, which remained the official Bible of
the West for 1000 years. But Latin was only
understood by the educated classes, so many
people could not read the Bible for themselves.
Translations into some of the English dialects
were made before the Norman Conquest, but
after it, French was the official language in
England. The first translation of the whole Bible
into English was made by Wycliff (1320-1384).

The invention of printing made the Bible much
more accessible. The first Bible to be printed was
in Latin, in 1456, and the first English Bible to be
printed (1525) was translated by William Tindale,
who was a Protestant and had to live much of his
life abroad; his Bible was actually burnt by the
English bishops. Other English translations
followed, however, and in 1611, under James I,
the Authorised Version became the standard
Bible of the English church for several centuries.

Sources: F.L. Cross (ed.), The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church (1958)
James Hasting (ed.), Dictionary of the Bible (1909)

MALARIA
A contribution from Delise Coad

The significant growth in malaria cases in Southern Africa over the last couple of years is mostly due to the greater
movement of people, particularly since the opening up of our borders after the first democratic elections.

The spread of malaria has very little to do with global warming, drug resistance or AIDS/HIV.  As the mosquito is
just a conduit or method of transmission, it is the human population that is actually responsible for the incubation
and large-scale spread of the disease.

While there are actually four species of malaria parasites, only Plasmodium Falciparum is potentially life
threatening.  While the other strains are re-occurring and chronically debilitating, they are fully treatable.  If caught
early enough, P. Falciparum is also treatable.  Only the female Anopheles Funestus mosquito transmits
Plasmodium Falciparum, as it is she who requires a blood meal before laying her eggs.  The male mainly
consumes plant nectar.

There have been cases of people contracting bouts of malaria outside of infected areas, but this is mainly due to
mosquitoes catching rides in airplanes, trains or motor vehicles and then biting somebody upon arrival at a foreign
destination.  This is known as airport malaria and is also a growing problem.

Chemical sprays to control the growth of the Anopheles mosquito  are only part of the solution, as the parasite can
remain dormant in its human host.   As a result, an outbreak will occur again during each breeding season.  To be
truly effective, our scientists will have to find ways of eradicating the parasites from all human hosts as well,
perhaps in the form of an inoculation or other medication. These programmes will also have to include most
herbivores, as cows and other such animals act as large reservoir hosts during the dry and cooler winter months.

In the meantime, we must all be extra vigilant and take every precaution to prevent being bitten at all times.  There
are several very effective repellents on the market, some chemical and some herbal.  Herbal sprays are normally
based on citronella oil, artemesia, lavender oil, lemon grass or other such oils with repellent qualities.  Chemical
sprays use a product call Diethyltoluamide or Deet.

Information supplied by The Kendal Group, Howick.
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HISTORIC
AMALGAMATION OF
THE ST JOHN'S AND

THE COWIES HILL
GUILDS

JOHN GREEN

On the 1st February 2006,
there will be an historic
amalgamation of the St
Johns and the Cowies Hill
Guilds. Both guilds will
present their Annual
Reports and their last
financial year statements.
Then the newly named
Anglican Women©s Fellow-
ship of the Parish of Pine-
town will be inaugurated.

The Cowies Hill Guild was
started many years ago
when many of the members
were young mothers with children. At that time there was still a Sunday School in Cowies Hill. Likewise, the St John©s
Guild was founded many years ago. Both Guilds have been thinking that it would be far more sensible to have one
branch of the Anglican Women©s Fellowship in the parish.  Both groups met to discuss the possible amalgamation and
both independently made the decision to amalgamate.  These decisions were then reported to the Rector and the
meeting for 1st February 2006 was planned.

The Anglican Women©s Fellowship will meet on the first Wednesday of every month at St John©s Church at 9.00 a.m.
The meeting will normally start with the celebration of Holy Communion. As Rector, I am grateful that the two guilds
have made this decision to amalgamate.
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GREETINGS FROM THE MILLERS IN OZ

Dear friends at St John’s
Greetings from Australia! As we draw
closer to yet another celebration of
Our Lord’s birth, our thoughts turn
more frequently to all those whom we
know and love at St John’s. We miss
your love and friendship more than
we can say and remember with
gratitude the ways in which you
enriched our lives during our time in
the Parish. However, life goes on –
and so have we! Five months into our
new lives, we are settling very
happily into a very family-oriented
lifestyle and have had a crash course
in getting to know our son-in-law,
Alistair, and the two girls, Imogen (7)
and Brigid (4). We don’t have our
own home yet but continue to occupy
two large rooms in Alistair and
Wandy’s home, with our furniture and
boxes stacked up in every available

corner! We hope to start building the
extension that will be our home in the
new year and look forward with great
longing to being able to sort
ourselves out and lead autonomous
lives again.

We have found a wonderful church,
St Peter’s, Hornsby with a dynamic
rector who has a great gift for
teaching and preaching so we
consider ourselves very blessed
indeed. In addition, our son, Dave
and his girlfriend, Nicky recently got
engaged to be married and have also
been accepted for emigration to
Australia! They have to be here by
May 2006 and this will bring to
fruition our family’s long held dream
of being reunited and living near each
other! This has also reassured us

that we have made the right decision
in uprooting ourselves and making
this somewhat daunting (and yet very
exciting and challenging) move at our
age.

The blessings that God is pouring out
on us and the way in which He is
helping us with all the many
obstacles and difficulties that we face
in our new lives, overwhelm us. May
you too be finding Him faithful and a
Tower of Strength in your challenges
and stumbling blocks as well as a
joyful Participant in your good times.

And may God bless this Christmas-
tide as we rejoice in our greatest gift
– Jesus, our Lord, Friend and
Saviour.

Pete joins me in sending love and blessings Barbara Miller

FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS
EDWARD PINES

Dear Friends,

As we start preparing for the Festival of Christmas, with the season of Advent helping us to focus on the true
meaning of Christmas for ourselves and the church community, we are already making preparations for 2006. A few
weeks back I attended a calendar/diary workshop with the parish leadership team: The New Year is full of exciting
events and challenges for us all. It is when you sit round the table and take stock of what is happening and planned
to happen in the parish, you see what is actually offered here at St John’s.  We are very blessed with the active and
varied ministry that is available to help and support us on our Christian journey of faith. Are you taking full advantage
of what is offered and participating actively in the life of St John’s?

Thank you to all who returned their pledge forms for the New Year, it is important that we receive all forms from the
parish members, even if you are not making any changes in your offering for this New Year of 2006. We need the
information to help finalise our budget planning and we very much hope that we are going to be in a position to have
a budget reflecting growth in the area of ministry both to the parish and the wider community in 2006.

The annual vestry meeting for the parish will be early next year, so may I remind portfolio leaders that we shall
require your reports for this current year by the second week of January 2006! This is in order to be able to publish
them in the Lantern in good time prior to the meeting of vestry.

I hope and pray that you all have a truly blessed celebration of Christmas and wish you and your families a Happy
New Year.

TRUST IN GOD
What is the shortest chapter in the Bible? : Psalm 117
What is the longest chapter in the Bible? : Psalm 119

Which chapter is in the centre of the Bible? : Psalm 118
There are 594 chapters before Psalm 118 and 594 after the psalm – added up this is 1188

Which is in the centre verse of the Bible? : Psalm 118:8
Does this verse say something significant about God’s perfect will for our lives?

The next time someone says they would like to find God’s perfect will for their lives and that they want to be at the
centre of His will, just direct them to the centre of His Word!

Ps 118:8 It is better to trust in the Lord that to put your confidence in man NKJV
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A CONTRIBUTION FROM CHERRIE GRANT’S SISTER
I grew up in the 40s/50s with
practical parents. A mother,
God love her, who washed
aluminum foil after she
cooked in it, then reused it.
She was the original recycle
queen, before they had a
Name for it... A father who
was happier getting old shoes
fixed than buying new ones.

Their marriage was good, their
dreams focused. Their best friends
lived barely a wave away. I can see
them now, Dad in trousers, tee shirt
and a hat and Mom in a house
dress, lawn mower in one hand, and
dish-towel in the other.

It was the time for fixing things. A
curtain rod, the kitchen radio, screen
door, the oven door, the hem in a
dress Things we keep.

It was a way of life, and sometimes it
made me crazy. All that re-fixing,
eating, renewing, I wanted just once
to be wasteful. Waste meant
affluence. Throwing things away
meant you knew there©d always be
more.

But then my mother died, and on
that clear summer©s night, in the
warmth of the hospital room, I was
struck with the pain of learning that
sometimes there isn©t any more.
Sometimes, what we care about
most gets all used up and goes
away ...never to return. So... while
we have it... it©s best we love it....
and care for it... and fix it when it©s
broken...... and heal it when it©s
sick.

This is true. for marriage..... and old
cars.... and children with bad report

cards..... and dogs with bad hips....
and aging parents..... and
grandparents. We keep them
because they are worth it, because
we are worth it. Some things we
keep. Like a best friend that moved
away or a classmate we grew up
with.

There are just some things that
make life important, like people we
know who are special..... and so, we
keep them close. I received this from
someone who thinks I am a ©keeper©,
so I©ve sent it to the people I think of
in the same way.. Now it©s your turn
to send this to those people that are
"keepers" in your life Good friends
are like stars.... you don©t always see
them, but you know they are always
there.

Keep them close!

EMMAUS WALK NO. 67/ALARGA STROLL 4 3-6 NOVEMBER, 2005
DELISE COAD

I was privileged to go on the recent Alarga Stroll at Lincoln Haven, Eston.  When John and Caroline suggested I go
on the “Stroll” I was very apprehensive and felt that I was not ready for this, although I had no idea what it was about!

It was the most amazing weekend. My faith was enriched with the many talks, walks to the chapel and the LOVE
AND CARING of so many people.  We sang, we laughed and we cried and shared our life with newfound friends.   I
would encourage anyone who is given the opportunity to do the WALK, do this it is the experience of a lifetime and
come back renewed and ready to serve our Lord.

ALARGA STROLL
Morton du Preez

The headline could have read "St John©s Dominates Alarga Stroll". So it must have seemed to some, what with
Delise Coad, June Morse, Mary de Vlieg, Bev Gelling, Mavis Giyose, Val Blore, and Tim Sharp the strollers and
Maggie George, Andrew Morris, Edward Pines and Morton du Preez on the full time team and then John Green and
Anthony Castleden as external speakers. Perhaps that is why it was such a good weekend!

The presence of the Holy Spirit was almost tangible. Each of the twelve talks made an immediate impact that was
then added to as the subject was discussed and examined afterwards. On top of that the groups then emphasized
the main points of the talks by way of a poster or poem or song presented by each of the groups. Times in the chapel
were special as we met the Lord while we shared songs of worship, prayer, and communion. Meal times and tea
breaks gave us the opportunity to meet with one another and make new friends. The musicians and one or two
others kept us amused when not engaged in the more serious side of things.

As you can see it was a full weekend and quite demanding, even though it was at a much more measured pace than
a normal Emmaus weekend. But the progressively growing smiles on the faces of the strollers said it all. At the end
all admitted to some apprehension of attending but not one of us would have missed it for anything.

If you have never been on an Emmaus Walk then consider next year. There are two seasons of "walks" in 2006.

Autumn walks Spring walks
Men 4 - 7 May Men 14 - 17 Sept
Ladies 11 - 14 May and 18 - 21 May Ladies 21 - 24 Sept and 28 Sept - 1 Oct

Talk to someone in the leadership if you are keen to go so that we can give you an application form.

If you have been on a Walk and would now like to work there is a little time left to apply for positions on the team, but
be quick.
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CHOCOLATE FUDGE CAKE AND COCA-COLA

A little boy wanted to meet God. He
knew it was a long trip to where God
lived, so he packed his suitcase with
Chocolate Fudge Cake and a six-
pack of Cokes and he started his
journey.

When he had gone about three
blocks, he met an elderly man. The
man was sitting in the park feeding
some pigeons.  The boy sat down
next to him and opened his suitcase.
He was about to take a drink from his
Coke when he noticed that the man
looked hungry, so he offered him a
Chocolate Fudge Cake.

The man gratefully accepted it and
smiled at boy. His smile was so

pleasant that the boy wanted to see it
again, so he offered him a can of
Coke. Again, the man smiled at him.
The boy was delighted! They sat
there all afternoon eating and smiling,
but they never said a word.

As it grew dark, the boy realized how
tired he was and he got up to leave,
but before he had gone more than a
few steps, he turned around, ran
back to the man, and gave him a
hug. The man gave him his biggest
smile ever.

When the boy opened the door to his
own house a short time later, his
mother was surprised by the look of
joy on his face. She asked him,

"What did you do today that made
you so happy?  "He replied, "I had
lunch with God." But before his
mother could respond, he added,
"And you know what? God©s got the
most beautiful smile I©ve ever seen!"

Meanwhile, the elderly man, also
radiant with joy, returned to his home.
His son was stunned by the look of
peace on his face and he asked,"
Dad, what did you do today that
made you so happy?"  He replied, "I
ate Chocolate Fudge Cake in the
park with God." However, before his
son responded, he added," And you
know, he©s much younger than I
expected."

Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the
smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around. People come into our lives for a reason, a

season, or a lifetime. Embrace all equally!

THANK THE LORD FOR THOSE WHO TEACH
A CONTRIBUTION BY CHERRIE GRANT

At the commencement of a new school year, a black colleague nursing ICU sister had 3 sons returning to school. On
inquiring that first evening of the new term, two of her sons were satisfied with their class allocations.  But the third
son sadly shook his head and announced that he did not think he was going to have a good year as " that teacher ---
she does not look too Sharp!" We hope that his year did turn out to be a good one !

A contrasting story was related to us at our fellowship gathering recently. My neighbour, a retired primary school
teacher, was persuaded to return to the classroom for a month to take over a class while the permanent teacher was
laid up at home with a fractured ankle.

She was rather nervous at being back "in harness" again but realized her wonderful gift of teaching was still strong
when, upon explaining yet again the intricacies of a mathematical problem to young Sandile, he managed to get the
right answer. His little face lit up and with a whoop of joy he exclaimed "Oh -Mrs Meyer! I was BLIND, but now….
NOW, I can SEE !"
God bless all those who teach and open up the wonderful adventure of learning to receptive eager minds!

EXPECT A COLD WINTER – READ THE SIGNS
DELISE COAD

It was autumn and the Sioux Indians on the remote reservation asked their new Chief if the winter was going to be
cold or mild.  Since he was an Sioux Indian Chief in a modern society, he had never been taught the old secrets,
and when he looked at the sky, he couldn’t tell what the weather was going to be.

Nevertheless, to be on the safe side, he replied to his tribe that the winter was indeed going to be cold and that the
members of the village should collect wood to be prepared.  But also being a practical leader, after several days he
got an idea.  He went to the phone booth, called the National Weather Service and asked, “Is the coming winter
going to be cold?”

“It looks like this winter is going to be quite cold indeed,” the Meteorologist at the weather service responded.  So
the Chief went back to his people and told them to collect even more wood in order to be prepared.

One week later he called the National Weather Service again.  “Is it going to be a very cold winter?” he asked.
“Yes”, the man at National Weather Service again replied, “it’s going to be a very cold winter.”

The Chief again went back to his people and ordered them to collect every scrap of wood they could find.

Two weeks later he called the National Weather Service again.  “Are you absolutely sure that the winter is going to
be very cold?”

“Absolutely,” the man replied.  “It looks like it’s going to be one of the coldest winters ever.”  “How can you be so
sure?” the Chief asked. The weatherman replied, “The Sioux are collecting firewood like crazy”.

This story is a humorous reminder that in this season of Advent as the signs of God are rich around us, we should
be reading and interpreting them wisely, especially for others who turn to us!
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HERITAGE GROUP REPORT
ROBIN NIEMEYER

The past few months have been busy ones for the Heritage Group.  A great word of thanks to our dedicated members
who regularly work in the graveyard, repairing damaged headstones and keeping the graves tidy.  This is ongoing work
and hopefully the fruits of their work can be seen in the pristine condition of the graves.  Members of the Group also
assisted in cutting down alien trees on the boundary between the Church and the school on Arbour Day.

Work is also proceeding on the historical booklet in commemoration of the Church’s 150th anniversary.  This booklet is
expected to be published and ready for distribution by Easter next year.

In the latter half of the year, two outings were undertaken by the Group.  In August we visited the Marianhill Monastery.
We were shown around the various enterprises, the cloisters and cathedral as well as the beautiful chapel.  The most
interesting event was watching the embroidery staff making a wide range of religious vestments.  The tour was rounded
off with refreshments in the little tea garden.

This month, the Group paid a visit to the Baynesfield Estate.  Tea and cake was provided in the garden and this was
followed by a guided tour of the original Baynes mansion and museum.  Members spent time wandering through and
viewing the magnificent gardens.  The day was rounded off by a leisurely picnic under an enormous yellowwood tree
estimated to be around 150 years old.  Before leaving the Estate we visited the ornate mausoleum where Joseph
Baynes and his wife are buried.

The Heritage Group would like to thank the Congregation for their wonderful support of the sales table held each month.
In this year the sales table has raised over R3000.  This money is kept in a separate account and is used for
maintenance of the graveyard and any other items relating to the heritage of the Church.  The money raised this year
has been specifically earmarked to cover the costs of the historical booklet to commemorate the Church’s 150th

anniversary next year.  There will be a final sales table for the year, to be held on Sunday 4th December.  There will be
Christmas related items for sale.

Members of the Group were involved in the sale of poppies at the Church on the Sunday nearest Remembrance Day
(11th November).  This was commemorated at both services and appreciated by many parishioners.

COME AND SEE
In this day of self-gratification we need to be wary of falling for the trap of
society’s claims; the TV advert which tells us that ‘we deserve it’ is all
about our own pleasures – the feeding of our own desires. So many
things that consumer-driven society insists we need, pander to our every
sense and urge us to look after number one. Consider children’s games
today, they all aim to satisfy egos or the desire for dominance or self-
fulfillment.  It is the same with clothing, or cars, even food ……..

And everything seems to demand an instant response or solution.  The
cell phone always knows exactly where we are and calls stridently for us
to engage with it. We e-mail at the drop of a hat and how often do we
regret what we have sent off in hasty reply, the very minute it has gone?

It’s all pressure, pressure, pressure and do you know who suffers?

When we know Jesus as God knows us, then we are able to face these
subtle pressures that want to hijack our focus from God to the ways of the
world.  And how can we know truly Jesus?

Put yourself in the shoes of Nathanael the disciple, whom Phillip found
and told about Jesus.  Nathanael’s immediate response was to follow
what the world said about Jesus.  But Phillip said to him, "Come and see.”

Find the time to meet with Jesus, ‘go to him and see’.  Sit at his feet and
rest your head on his knee, put your hand in his and taste the awe of his
presence.  Discover that he, and only he, is the way, the truth and the life.
Come to him and see.

Turn your eyes upon Jesus
Look full in his wonderful face

And the things of the world will grow strangely dim
In the light of his glory and grace
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PUBLIC AWARENESS OF ALIEN WEEDS AND INVADER PLANTS
Eden Wildy, WESSA KZN News

A recent survey undertaken by the South African Nursery Association (SANA) makes for interesting reading.  Of the
836 respondents surveyed, 29% resided in KwaZulu-Natal.  One of the first questions asked by customers was “which
were the four worst invasive alien plants in their particular regions”.  The KwaZulu-Natal contingent out performed the
rest of the country averaging 3.5 responses per respondent (as opposed to � 3 for the rest of the country).  Two
dominant species identified by the KZN respondents are bugweed (Solanum mauritanium) and lantana (Lantana
camara).

However, within the survey there are more areas for concern than for congratulation.  Two species that are of great
concern to conservation throughout KwaZulu-Natal, namely Mexican Sunflower (Tithonia diversifolia) and Barbados
Gooseberry (Pereskia aculeate), barely raised a whisper.

Even more harrowing is the sentiment expressed by over 30% of the respondents that garden centres who sold alien
weeds and invader plants were “doing nothing wrong!”  This is no doubt reflected in the response provided by nurseries
with respect to their awareness of CARA.  Almost 10% of the responding nurseries admitted to ignorance of this
legislation!  This lack of public awareness and the consequent misperceptions that prevail is, unfortunately, one of the
difficulties with the eradication and control of alien invasive species.  This very lack of awareness has led to a spate of
debates within community newspapers throughout KZN by passionate, but misinformed, members of the public who
invariably attempt to portray alien plants as benign, picturesque species that have been unfairly targeted.  The truth
could not be further from this claim.  To further their agenda, they also claim that conservationists are zealots, intent on
removing everything that is not indigenous.  Such a claim is often based on confusion between the terms ‘alien’ and
‘exotic’.  While Roget’s may beg to differ, these two terms in the lexicon of plant ecology are not synonymous.  In fact
little over 2% of the exotic plants introduced to South Africa are declared weeds or invader plants.  These species have
been designed as such due to their ability to spread naturally, threaten biodiversity, and significantly (and detrimentally)
alter an ecosystem.

Natural communities consist of a multitude of species and the sustainability of a community depends upon the
interactions between species, climate and soil.  A factor or event that disrupts this interaction can change the
community.  Such a factor is invasion by alien invader plant species.  The introduction and establishment of alien
invader plants in complex multi-species plant communities upsets the intricate set of competitive balances that are in
operation.  This disruption often results in dominance by the invader over the other species.  Over time the rich multi-
species community is transformed into a species-poor community within a degraded environment.

KwaZulu-Natal has more than three times the plant biodiversity of Great Britain.  Unfortunately, this very environment is
particularly prone to invasion by alien invader plant species.  If alien invader plants are left to spread unchecked,
whether by design or by ignorance, then our province and our country will definitely be degraded.  It’s up to us, here
and now, to ensure that our children, and our children’s children, have a KwaZulu-Natal environment and not a
homogenous blend of America, Australia and Asia.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
September 2005 Lantern

[see next page for another challenge]

Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked,
"Where is the one who has been born king of the

Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to
worship him."
Matthew 2:1-2
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ADVENT CROSSWORD

FROM THE YOUTH
TERRI MORRIS

Our bible study (rebirth) which began
after Alpha has answered many

questions. Relationships have grown and
developed and this has kept us unified.

Having more or less the same people as
in Youth Alpha meant that we could

continue to share as we had done before.
We did not feel uncomfortable to ask all
the questions that we thought we would

be afraid to ask. The fun that we had was
just an added bonus. This is just the

beginning of something greater to come.

Across
1 Á... now it is high time to ..........© (Rom. 13: 11, AV)

(5,3,2,5)
9 What Samson did with his companion is holey (7)
10 Start of Perestroika with USSR and East Germany

(7)
11 Passover essayist? (4)
12 Zulu warriors call for silence at monstrous place

with devilish nature (10)
14 Transfer capital of Hampshire to somewhere

further north-west in the county (4,4)
15 SS Philip and James, help me! (6)
17 Abstainer drinks water endlessly - must be right

type (6)
19 Fear cause of chillblains? (4,4)
22 ÁFrom ..........©s wide ..........s© unable to reach

heaven? (5,5)
23 Some chap serving an area round the altar? (4)
25 Spotted the poet of Samarkand making final

change (7)
26 Old Testament went as far as a Gothic castle (7)
27 Caution about Ásinners die© I found transformed by

the Easter response (2,2,5,6)

Down
1 Fill that ther© pew somehow for Maundy Thursday in 1990 (5,3,7)
2 Islands with a character? (7)
3 Fish commonly associated with soles (4)
4 Like Moses© eyes, on full beam? (8)
5 Mysterious gold character in Greece on top of church (6)
6  Like Abraham©s journey from Ur, what sods turned! (10)
7 Feast incomplete and not dated - it centres round the altar? (4,3)
8 Alleluia! Old Testament city©s among victims Herod let off (6,2,3,4)
13 Old bike with no brakes he repaired (10)
16 Banbridge, for example, in rhyme - in the inner city? (4,4)
18 ÁJew is king© coming up to Number One (7)
20 ÁTax not the royal saint with vain ..........© (Wordsworth, inside of

King©s College Chapel) (7)
21 Large numbers heard in masses (6)
24 St. Paul©s bird? (4)

   SEVEN RULES FROM GOD

1. Wake Up !!
Decide to have a good day.
"Today is the day the Lord
hath made; let us rejoice and
be glad in it."

Psalms 118:24

2. Dress Up !!
The best way to dress up is
to put on a smile. A smile is
an inexpensive way to
improve your looks. "The
Lord does not look at the
things man looks at. Man
looks at outward appear-
ance; but the Lord looks at
the heart."

I Samuel 16:7

3. Shut Up!!
Say nice things and learn to listen. God
gave us two ears and one mouth, so
He must have meant for us to do twice
as much listening as talking. "He who
guards his lips guards his soul."

Proverbs 13:3

4. Stand Up!!...
For what you believe in. Stand for
something or you will fall for anything..
"Let us not be weary in doing good; for
at the proper time, we will reap a
harvest if we do not give up. Therefore,
as we have opportunity, let us do
good..."

Galatians 6:9-10

5. Look Up !!...
To the Lord. "I can do everything
through Christ who strengthens me."

Philippians 4:13

6. Reach Up !!...
For something higher. "Trust in the
Lord with all your heart, and lean not
unto your own understanding. In all
your ways, acknowledge Him, and He
will direct your path."

Proverbs 3:5-6

7. Lift Up !!...
Your Prayers. "Do not worry about
anything; instead PRAY ABOUT
EVERYTHING."

Philippians 4:6


