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Ephesians 3:17



The

Page 1

August 2006

Dear parishioners,

Looking backwards, looking forward

Both the stewardship dinner on 19" May and the events held on the day of our Patronal
Festival on 18" June to mark our 150" Anniversary Celebrations were wonderful
occasions. Well done to the many people who worked so hard to make these events so

-

© The Tour to the Western Cape, a component of the
anniversary celebrations, leaves on 26" August and we
look forward to hearing a report back of this very
interesting tour.

memorable!

At the Parish Planning Day, which has held on Saturday
22" July, we had an opportunity to reflect upon and
evaluate the past year and to commit ourselves to the
future: to continue to serve God in our community in
particular areas of ministry and mission. Thank you to all
who helped shape this focus. May we all commit
ourselves to achieving what we feel God is calling us to do.

We are conscious of our diocesan vision of Arise and
Build and the need for the church to conduct its ministry in
a way that truly meets the needs of people. With the
Sunday evening service, supported mainly by the youth,
we are experimenting with a focus on particular topics
each week, with input leading to discussion. This format
also provides an opportunity for those who are enquiring
about the Christian faith to attend and discover more about
the church’s views on these issues. The Heartlines series
being broadcast by SABC is also providing a basis for
discussion among our young people.

Looking further afield

As a parish we do not function in isolation from the rest of
the church. Itis important that we are aware of
developments in the wider church which inevitably impact
upon us. Below are some of the changes taking place.

Archdeaconry

Revd Richard Hawkins, rector of St Elizabeth’s, Westville,
will be retiring this year and will be replaced by Revd
Moses Thabethe (presently rector of St Mary’s, Greyville).
The present assistant priest at Westville, Paul Mosdell has
been appointed as rector of the Parish of the Drakensburg.

Diocese

Bishop Elijah Thwala, one of our suffragan bishops retired
at the end of June. His farewell service was held in the
Cathedral on 24™ June. We at St John’s have benefited
from his ministry over the years. We wish Elijah and his
wife, Swazi, well in this new phase of their lives. The
elective assembly to elect a new bishop is set to take place
in February next year.

Province

Having served for ten years as Archbishop of Cape Town,
Njongonkulu Ndungane has announced his retirement.
This will take place during 2008, the year the next Lambeth
Conference takes place in the UK . However, his
successor will be appointed next year and this person will
act with him as coadjutor until his retirement, allowing time
for training and mentoring.

Anglican Communion

Talking of archbishops, it is interesting to note that the new
Presiding Bishop (equivalent to an Archbishop) for the
USA, is a women - Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori®. She
will serve the customary nine year period.

PULANE AGNES NTSiU
21% July 1925 — 6™ June 2006

Known to us all as Aggie — a remarkable little lady of 4ft nothing — who was a real presence among us all the years
she faithfully belonged to this family of St John’s. Not just Sunday by Sunday, but Wednesdays and Fridays and high
days and holidays and everything else in between. She was there for planning days and quiet days, retreats and fun
evenings — whenever the family of God gathered, there she was. She was a faithful Associate of the Society of St
John the Divine, a dedicated member of the Third Order of the Society of St Francis, and a staunch leader of the
Pinetown branch of the Mothers’ Union. A long-standing member of her house group, she had strong opinions on how
things were done ‘properly’ — no matter how gammy the back or how uncooperative the knees — one always stood for
‘The Grace’. She also took her role as ‘mother’ in the church very seriously — keeping us in line and up to the mark
and praying for us and our families increasingly and fervently.

Aggie served and worshipped and ministered to her fullest capacity.

Well done, thou good and faithful servant. Rest in peace and rise in glory.

APPOINTMENT OF NEW
PARISH SECRETARY
Tracey Xaba was appointed
the new parish secretary

BEING
Be still, and know that | am God!
Be still, and know that | am
Be still, and know

_ from 1% July. Her office N
Be still hours are 8.00am to 1.00pm, == :
Be Monday to Friday. We wish

her a long and happy stay
with us. Please give her
your support.

Food for thought following Fr Andrew’s
sermon preached on 23" July

Christ is our peace Eph 2:14
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National Arbour Week—1 to 7 September

Arbour Week is a special week that has been set aside for the planting and caring of trees. Arbour Day originated in
Switzerland during the 15th century in an attempt to raise awareness amongst people about the importance of trees.
In South Africa, Arbour Day started in 1983 and in 1997 it was extended to a National Arbour Week and coordinated
by the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, Total South Africa and Food and Trees for Africa. The dates vary
from country to country and in South Africa Arbour Week falls in the first week of September.

National Cleanup
Week—11to 16
September

South Africa’s first
National Cleanup Week
was launched in 1999 by
the Plastics Federation
of South Africa,
Enviromark and Pick ‘n
Pay. Itis held every year
in the week preceding
the International Coastal
Cleanup. During this
week all South Africans
are urged to do
something towards
cleaning their local
community.

International Coastal
Cleanup—16
September

On the third Saturday of
September each year,
volunteers around the
world take part in the

world’s biggest cleanup.

This year marks the 21st

annual International
Coastal Cleanup (ICC)
when people head to the
beaches and begin
removing debris from
shorelines, waterways
and oceans.

International Day for
the Preservation of the
Ozone Layer—16
September

The Montreal Protocol
was adopted on 16
September 1987.
Governments agreed to
co-operate in phasing
out chemicals that
deplete the ozone layer.
South Africa adopted this
Protocol in 1990. This
invisible layer in the
atmosphere protects the
Earth from harmful ultra-
violet rays from the sun.

Heritage Day—24
September
Heritage Day is a newly-
created public holiday in
SA and commemorates
the 1972 world heritage
convention. The mission
of the heritage
convention is for
countries to:
conserve the natural
and cultural heritage
in their territories, and
encourage states to
nominate sites within
their territories for
inclusion on the world
heritage list.

Parish of St. John the Baptist, Pinetown: SOME MEMORIES - PART 2

David and Irene Scogings

We are blessed and indebted to David and Irene for penning these reminiscences. This is the second of four parts which
ends with the embryonic development of the chapelry at Mariannridge.

In Pinetown the dark clouds of
apartheid were thickening. On St.
Andrew® Day each year, encouraged
by Lawrence Trotter, a group from St.
Johns@vould share in a 7 am.
Eucharist at St. Andrew®. Sadly this
diminished with time and ceased
altogether. Another sad incident; one
Sunday morning David arrived as
usual to assist with the administration
of the chalice (a sub-deacon duty if
necessary) and found Alan and
Father Cyril Motaung, priest in charge
of St. Andrew® Clermont, vesting in
the sacristy. David gave Allen the
nod, "l see you don®need me so | will
be in the congregation”. It was a few
days later that David learned that a
prominent member of the
congregation had refused to accept
the chalice from Cyril and taken Alan
to task for not using the white sub-
deacon who was in the congregation!

About this time the Diocese was
encouraging parishes to adopt the
"every member canvass" undertaken
by members of the congregation, or
the Wells commercial organization, to
introduce planned giving. The parish
adopted the Every Member approach
and there were some who refused to
give because the church supported

both the World Council and the South
African Council of Churches! And so
the clouds gathered.

At the time the vicarage was on
the corner of Old Main Road and St.
Johns Avenue and it was here that
the vicar, the Rev. Lionel Knight, was
attacked, resulting in his withdrawal.
In time church warden Mrs. Jane
Shearer phoned David one evening to
say a Dr. Murray Dell would be
coming to St John® and she went on
to explain the criteria Dr. Dell had set
out to qualify his acceptance. On
hearing these, David said he felt that
Dell would not be the right person.
There emerged some members of the
congregation who canvassed Dr. Dell
as highly suitable, while others were
totally against. Dell® short stay ended
when he left the country to go to
Windhoek for a more elevated
appointment. Dr. Dell® short stay can
only be described as a disastrous
type "Pied Piper" experience with
opposing factions for and against Dr.
Dell, all of which was fully covered in
the press, together with a Vestry
meeting attended by parishioners and
outsiders voting.  The Bishop then
recommended the Revd. Ronald
Nicolson to which church warden

Brian Watson responded by arranging
to meet with Ron in Howick. He asked
David to accompany him to this
interview.

As rector, the Revd. Ron Nicolson
began healing wounds, teaching and
enlightening parishioners in regard to
apartheid, which caused some to
leave the parish and take refuge in
other churches. It was not surprising
that Ron subsequently convened a
parish vestry meeting at which it was
unanimously agreed to rescind the old
condition that the parish had the right
to reject a nomination for a rector put
forward by the bishop to be in line
with the Diocese. Irene became
sacristan, a position she held for
some 25 years (during which, for
some ten years, Eric Culverwell of
Pinetown Dry Cleaners did laundry
and dry cleaning of larger items free
of charge) until Irene established a
team. The present church hall was
built, not because the old hall was too
small, but because it was structurally
unsound. The brief for the new hall
was for a multipurpose hall and
preschool. At the time the plans were
submitted for approva,l there was
head line news of the partial collapse
of the Durban North Japanese tea
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gardens building of the same outward
design. David informed the building
inspectorate much to the architect®
displeasure!

Then came the forced removals of
Indians and so called coloureds
persons to, amongst others, the
townships of Mariannridge and
Nagina on expropriated land to the
South of Pinetown. Two of our parish
families, the Gabagas and Sarawan
families ( Mrs S being a widow of an
Anglican priest ), who both lived in Hill
Street, were relocated to Mariann-
ridge and Shallcross respectively.
Ron, assisted by some lady
volunteers from the parish, together
with others from Mariannridge, did a
door to door knocking exercise to
locate Anglicans. It was a great help
with Sinah Sias, nee Gabagas,
working in the local clinic with access
to the lists of people coming into the

area. With permission, the use of an
isolated prefabricated class room was
secured, in which the first Sunday
Eucharist was celebrated at the end
of February 1979. Thus was marked
the "planting"of the Anglican church in
the area, and so began its "watering".
Then early in the 80s the assistant
Diocesan priest, the Revd. Roger
Sparks, (ordained on 2™ August 1981
in St. Johns@hurch), initiated a house
group in the home of Norman and
Johanna (Honey) Taylor at 46F
Mercury Crescent. When Roger
moved from Pinetown on 14"
February 1983, he asked David to fill
the gap. Mark Hallowes, much to
David® joy, joined in to help. From
this beginning David moved into
widely varied pastoral work. Irene
worked side by side with the church
women in a many faceted range of
activities, one of which was the

training of two sacristans, recruiting
seamstresses for making cottas and
looking after cassocks etc.

During Michael HaysCRectorship
"Parish weekends" at Lincoln Haven
were initiated and so too the parish
newsletter, "St. John® Journal".
Michael took a great interest in the
Mariannridge congregation and soon
moved the Sunday Eucharist from the
old schoolroom into the Pinetown
Child Welfare Hall, which was shared
with the Roman Catholics; Anglicans
at 7 am and Roman Catholics at 9
am. It was good to have the mingling
between services as we all knew each
other, but it had the disadvantage as
the hall was out on the perimeter,
which meant a long uphill walk for the
aged and very young. This lead to a
third move to the Rainbow Créche
centrally placed within the community.

Part 3 follows in the next Lantern edition: The chapelry Mariannridge becomes of age and the
new Parish of Christ the King at Mariannridge steps boldly into the future.

THE AUGUST CROSSWORD TO TANTALISE YOU

AEveryone else serves the best. . . first§John 2:10,
Christmas, just @aven, we hear (6)

Net you®e partly seen me shaking (6)

Peers around Church Times for value (7)

Order cremating - it won®weigh heavily on you (9)
© . .| saw you when you were under the .. . ©

E.g. vineyard labourers heard about in stern story

Lo! Trap® dodged - here® the doorway (6)

will be opened to him who knocks©

Across
6 European detectives returning with Reagan (6) 5
7 Where God is fervently praised, one® gathered (8) GNB) (4)
9 Clever taking cocaine? That® a joke (9) 6
12 Hope mother will retain Religious Education (5) 8
13 It® a miracle they went round (6,3,6) 10
16 Just the thing for dozy passengers (but not motorists) 11
(8-3) 14
19 1@ do lesson: ancient city, Eastern, is in text book (9-6) (John 1:48, GNB) (3-4)
21 Consumer - not cooker? (5) 15
23 Next | c-contemplate, disregarding time (9) initially (5,5)
25 Richard Murphy, we hear, a tyrant (8) 17 Rise when about to finish (6)
26 River where you@ see John initially - @rd on evil! (6) 18 Egg? Doctor blows his top (4,2)
20
Down :
1 One goes astray - press tears round (10) gg :nsihadn; ;rreecﬂgi((;las picture (4)
g Onehmay slip (4) ... - @) 24 A...andthe. ..
. . . here-give suppor .
4 Great teacher, what® after D and EF? (6) (Matt. 7:8, GNB) (4)

June Patronal Edition Crossword solution

. '
6 7 8

Auaust Crossword
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The altruism of ants knows no
bounds. Not only do pharaoh ants lay
trails of pheromones that lead their
nest-mates to food—it now seems the
considerate insects also put up
chemical “no entry” signs in front of
unfruitful foraging routes.

Elva Robinson and her colleagues at
the University of Sheffield in the U.K..
observed foraging pharaoh ants -
Monomorium pharaonis, a pest in
kitchens worldwide—and were struck
by a mystery. “They seemed to know

“NO-ENTRY” SIGNS
New Scientist, 28 November 2005

in advance of a junction in their
foraging route that some routes were
not worth bothering with”, she says.
The ants tended to veer away some 3
centimeters ahead of a fork leading
nowhere.

To find out why, the researches
allowed the ants to forage and lay
trails on a paper surface. They then
cut out the paper from a point
immediately after the fork on a barren
branch and laid it on one branch of a
fork where both branches had

previously led to food. The other
branch received a fresh piece of
paper. They found that 71% of ants
chose the control “clean” branch and
the remainder did a U-turn back to the
nest, suggesting that the ants use a
pheromone repellent to mark
unrewarding routes.

If this is confirmed, Robinson says a
synthetic version of the pheromone
might make a good pest control,
perhaps to keep ants away from food
cupboards.

BIBLE BRAIN TWISTER

Contribution from George Vickery

Hidden within the following text are the
names of 17 books of the bible. How bright

are you — can you find them?

150" Memorabilia
Souvenir booklets, post cards and bookmarks celebrating St John’s
150" anniversary are still available. Copies may be obtained from Tracy
at the church office or directly from Jenny Niemeyer on 031 701 4098.

Someone once made a remark about the hidden books. It was a lulu - kept people looking so hard for facts, and to others
it was a revelation. Some were in a jam especially since the names of the books are not capitalized, but the truth finally
struck home to numbers of the readers. To others, it was a real job. It can be a most fascinating few moments (or hours)
for you. Yes, there will be some really easy ones to spot. Others may require judges to help them. | will quickly admit it
usually takes a minister to find one of the 17, and there will be loud lamentation when it is found. One little lady says she
brews a cup of tea to help her concentrate better. See how well you can compete. Relax now, for there really are the
names of 17 books of the bible in these sentences.

NEXt Lantern edition

The next edition will be issued on 1% October. Please
get material to Anthony Castleden by 10" September
for it to be included in this edition.

Heartlines TV Broadcast starts
Sunday 16™ July at 20h00 on
SABC2

DO REMEMBER THAT THE LANTERN IS FOR YOU!
ARTICLES AND SNIPPETS ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME.

The long anticipated National Conversation will kick off at the same time. It is prayed that this debate will be echoed in
every home, every church, every school, in every South African community.

For the first time ever the SABC will screen these

You are encouraged to films on all 3 channels in the same week

Write letters to the media to express your opinion SABC 2 Sunday 20h00
. . . ) SABC 1 Thursday 22h00
Phone in to radio or TV talk shows that will profile the values SABC 3 Saturday 14h00

South Africa has been given a marvellous opportunity to view 8 TV Films produced by Curious Pictures over an eight
week period. Each showing asks what God has to say about each of the 8 topics, which are:
Acceptance Forgiveness Self-control
Responsibility Perseverance Honesty

Compassion
Second chances

There is a discussion guide booklet (download at http://www.heartlines.org.za/fbo_mobil.html) available for teaching and
discipleship. It is hoped that the NATION will be persuaded to put God® values and character into ACTION.

"Therefore go make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
and teaching them everything | have commanded you. And surely | am with you to the end of the age”

Pray that ‘Heartlines’ will be a stimulating TV programme targeting many of the issues facing us at this time.
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From the Newsletter of St Mary’s Church, Greenslade, UK
Contribution from Val Williams

A minister had a kitten that climbed a tree in his back
garden and then was afraid to come down. The pastor
coaxed, offered warm milk, etc, to no avail. The kitten
would not budge. The tree was not sturdy enough to climb,
so the minister decided that if he tied a rope to his car and
drove away so that the tree bent over he could reach the
kitten.

He did all this checking his progress in the car frequently,
then figured - if he went just a little further the tree would
bend sufficiently. But as he moved a little further forward
the rope broke. The tree went "Boing" and the poor kitten
instantly sailed through the air - out of sight! The minister
felt terrible. He walked all over the neighbourhood asking if
they@ seen a little kitten but nobody had. So he prayed
"Lord, | commit this kitten into your keeping" and went on

about his business. A few days later he was at the village
store and met one of his parishioners. He happened to
glance at her shopping basket and was amazed to see a
tin of cat food. Now he knew this woman was not fond of
animals so he asked her "Why are you buying cat food?"

She replied "Well you won®believe this" and told him how
her little girl had been begging for a cat but she kept saying
no. Then a few days earlier the child had begged again so
the mother finally told her. "Well if God gives you a cat 1@
let you keep it" she told the minister."l watched her go into
the garden, go on her knees and ask God for a cat. And
really, you won®believe this but | saw it with my own eyes,
a kitten came flying out of the blue sky with it® paws
outspread and landed right in front of her.

Never underestimate the power of God.

DO YOU KNOW.......

About CD4 Counts?

Wendy Jones

CD4 counts measure the number
of CD4 cells in your body. CD4 cells
fight infection which is why it's
important to know how many an HIV
positive person has. An HIV negative
healthy person has a CD4 count of
between 500 and 1450 cells per mm?.

When an HVI positive person’s
CD4 count has dropped to below 200
they are said to have full blown AIDS.

criteria.

In South Africa a person qualifies
for a Disability Grant once their CD4
count reaches 200 - this is also
subject to the person meeting other

ARV'’s (Anti Retrovirals) are also
considered once a person’s CD4
count has reached 200. The paradox
however is that once ARV's are

started the person’s CD4 count will
increase thus making them no longer
eligible to receive a grant. This,
however, is NO reason not to take
ARV’s. Rather, it means that we need
to try and empower people to sustain
themselves without depending on
grants.

A LETTER FROM Bishop Philip Russell

Dear Parishioners of St John's,

Thank you for the kind invitation from the Parish of Pinetown to be present on June 18", Regrettably, | must decline,
much though | would have liked to have shared in your joy with you all.

When | was a boy, our family lived in Cowies Hill. We used to attend the little single-room church in Westville - miles away
from the present Church, closer to what was then the turn-off to New Germany. Once a month the Rector (Vicar, in those
days) of Pinetown came over to take the Service. His name, | think, was Thorn. On one occasion, he preached a sermon
which put into my mind the thought (no more than that!) that it was possible | might be called by God to the Ordained
Ministry. | said a firm NO. | was learning to be a Quantity Surveyor, and that was that, but God has His ways and shortly
before the War, | was accepted for Ordination by Bishop Fisher. | had to wait till the War was over before | began my

training. But that little church and the sermon have always had a special place in my memory.

| am sure that during your celebrations many will recall God® speaking to them, and the joy which

followed obedience:

May God bless you all powerfully and wonderfully.

t AU\J'\

BERLIN REVISITED

first in a series telling of a return visit to childhood places by Luise Joubert

In April 1933 my father who was
employed as an official in the German
government was asked to vacate his
office and was dismissed with
immediate effect. The reason given
was that he was a non-Aryan — his
grandfather was Jewish. This was very
shortly after Hitler had assumed power
and formed the third German Reich.
My father after some discussions
decided that he would rather move his
family out of Germany as he foresaw

that Hitler's rule could only lead to
disaster. That is how it happened that
my siblings and | grew up in Windhoek
in Namibia, formerly South West Africa.

I have an older sister Marie — she was
12 when she was sent to England as an
initial step to the emigration in July 1933
—and a brother Walter a year younger
than I. We were all born in Berlin and
would have grown up there had our
father not taken us out of the country in
1933. | was not yet 6, and my brother

younger than 5. So we both started
formal education in Windhoek — in a
German government school. We spoke
German at home and we all speak it
fluently.

Some time in 2005 Walter heard from a
friend who shared our fate as he also
grew up in Windhoek, about this
scheme of inviting former citizens of the
city to visit it by courtesy of the mayor.
The trip as well as a week in a hotel
would be fully paid for — in addition we
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would be given a small sum of money —
presumably to help us with meals apart
from the breakfast in the hotel. My
brother contacted the man who was to
prove the organiser of these tours and
gave him his sisters’ addresses. Very
soon | received an official invitation. In
reply | wrote to thank him and asked if it
was possible to visit my daughter in
England after the week in Berlin. He
replied that was quite possible as long
as | supplied the dates on a form he
would send me. In due course this was
all arranged. As no flight goes directly
to Berlin we would have to break our trip
either at Heathrow or Frankfurt. As a
result we all flew by BA via Heathrow.

| had only some vague memories of
Berlin although we were there for a brief
visit in 1939 when | was 11. Those
memories were muddled so this visit
now was really a new experience. Now
that | have been there | could get a
better idea of this large city — it numbers
about 3 million inhabitants - with its wide
streets, rivers and canals that criss-
cross the city as well as the lakes, the
many monuments and the public
gardens. | also became aware of its
historical as well as its geographic
significance in Europe.

We were the only South Africans in this
group of 66 people, of whom 36 were
born in Berlin. Each person invited could
bring a partner — in most cases
husband/wife (so my sister-in-law, Hilary
came) or in some cases a daughter or
son. Many of the participants were from
Israel, some from Chile and Argentina, a
few from the UK and the USA, one
couple from Australia, and our friend of
former days, who now lives in Canada.

On the guided tours we were asked if
German was acceptable but in the end
the tour guides mostly spoke English.
Those people who came from Israel
spoke Hebrew and obviously English.

In Berlin almost everybody was bilingual
— everywhere they spoke English, due
to the strong American influence.

During the week we were taken on a
sight seeing trips through the city. The
very first stop on the first day was at the
Holocaust Monument erected in
memory of the Jews of Europe
murdered during the Nazi time. A whole
block in the city has been used to erect
this mind-boggling monument —
thousands of black marble blocks of
varying sizes to serve as tombstones or
graves. No shield or notice board tells
of its significance but we were told that
in a building across the road the
documentation was available. The
American architect, Peter Eisenman, did
not want anything to interfere with the
starkness of the concept.

| discovered later that this monument
was erected within walking distance of
the “Brandenburger Tor”, Berlin’'s most
well-known landmark. The significance
of this cannot be underestimated as by
its very prominent position it can hardly
be ignored. When it was officially
opened by the German President in
2005 he said that this was a monument
to acknowledge the guilt of the nation
and added that those who visit it would
ask themselves how this evil could have
occurred.

Next we were shown the “Leere
Bibliothek” - empty bookshelves that
were displayed underground. This
commemorates the deliberate burning
of books in May 1933, books by authors
who in the opinion of the students who
committed this crime were not true
Germans. This is in an open square
surrounded by the buildings of one of
the well-known universities — again
significant, as it should remind students
of the futility of such an exercise.

When we stopped at the ‘Topographie
des Terrrors’ the first thing we saw was
a rather narrow broken wall, a remnant
of the infamous Berlin Wall. The
narrowness was explained, as it was
part of the outer wall facing the West,
while a strip of bare earth separated it
from the inner wall on the Eastern side.
If those who scaled the East wall the
bare strip was there to spot them. Let's
not dwell on the details - doubtless it
was a ghastly experience. That
somehow many did get across from the
East to the West shows the
determination that drove them to get
away from Soviet domination. The
miracle is that the wall did come down in
1989.

The actual purpose of taking us to this
monument was to show us the
underground cells into which Jews were
locked as a first stop before deportation
to the concentration camps like of
Auschwitz and others. The area at
ground level was unkempt and untidy
with large mounds of earth that had
been dug up, as this monument will still
be erected. In 1933 the Gestapo and
the SS had established the
‘Terrorzentrale’ of the third Reich in a
typical large office building on that site,
which has since been demolished.

In a busy street we were confronted by
the large picture of a policeman above a
huge red star. This was at the Museum
‘Haus at Checkpoint Charlie’ that was
founded in 1962 beside the legendary
Checkpoint Charlie border crossing. In
this museum you would find the history
of the Berlin Wall, original objects from
successful escapes under, over and

above ground, illustrating the world wide
non-violent struggle for human rights.

Then we were shown the Reichstag, the
seat of the German parliament. The
outer frame of this huge building was
formed by four houses that were united
into one and have been restored as it
had been in the years 1884 — 1894
when it had been the parliamentary
building. After the re-unification of the
German State in 1990 a British
architect, Norman Foster, was given the
task ‘of creating a modern parliament
within its historical wrapping'.
Everything inside is modern. At the very
centre is the ‘Plenarsaal’ where the
elected members have their seats. A
huge eagle appears to rule over the
comfortable blue seats that are divided
to demarcate the political parties. The
vast auditorium with staggered seats
allows plenty of space for spectators. A
special platform above gives journalists
enough room for cameras and
computers.

We were shown the various layers of
this building where the offices of the
members and their employees, the
officials are located, the reception
rooms, the library, and a small room that
serves as a chapel - an austere
impression is created with very upright
specially designed chairs, while by a
clever device the light gives it the
atmosphere of an ancient crypt. The
altar was made from sand coloured
granite while on the walls were
decorations formed by nails, stones and
sand and are meant to depict the
deserts of the Holy Land as the
birthplace of Judean-Christian
spirituality. A simple wooden cross
could be stood on the altar if those
using the chapel requested it while you
could use your imagination to imagine
that the decorations depicted the cross
and a dove.

Elsewhere on a brick wall in a passage
the names of persecuted members of
parliament are pasted while modern art
works decorate the various passages
and assembly rooms, all of which show
specific aspects of life and are there to
create a peaceful atmosphere.

We were taken below ground level to
the entrance to an underground
passage where in 1933 a fire was
started. Hitler used this fire as an
excuse to abolish all basic laws and
thus establish the dictatorship of the
National Socialists, i.e. the Nazis. The
last traces of the fire were removed in
the 1960s but this entrance was
discovered only after the reunion of the
city in 1989. It is now safeguarded as
an archaeological site. During the time
of the Nazi rule the remnants of the
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burnt building were neglected until
1945. Then the Soviet troops were keen
to reach this prominent building that to
them was the symbol of the Nazi rule
which needed to be conquered and the
soldiers made sure that their presence
was acknowledged by leaving their

battle for Berlin was won and this graffiti
is preserved as the sign of a history that
led from “Gréssenwahnsinn” (the
delusion of superiority) to total defeat.
The red flag was hoisted on the
Reichstag in May 1945 and the picture
of this was shown on TV all over the

From the dome we had an overall view
of the city. There was so much to
absorb in this impressive building and
told us much about the history of this
country.
Thankyou Luise — we eagerly look
forward to the next article

names on the fire-damaged stones. world.

With their graffiti they proved that the

CHUCKLE TIME
contributed by Morton du Preez and others

- Those who jump off a bridge in Paris are in Seine.

- A man® home is his castle, in a manor of speaking.

- Dijon vu - the same mustard as before.

- Practice safe eating - always use condiments.

- Shotgun wedding: A case of wife or death.

- A man needs a mistress just to break the monogamy.
- A hangover is the wrath of grapes.

- Reading while sunbathing makes you well red.

- When two egoists meet, it® an | for an |.

- A bicycle can®stand on its own because it is two tired.
- Definition of a will: A dead give away.

- Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.

- In democracy your vote counts. In feudalism, your count
votes.

- She was engaged to a boyfriend with a wooden leg but
broke it off.

- A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.
- If you don®pay your exorcist, do you get repossessed?

- With her marriage, she got a new name and a dress.
- When a clock is hungry, it goes back four seconds.
- The man who fell into an upholstery machine is fully

recovered.

- You feel stuck with your debt if you can®budge it.

- Local Area Network in Australia: the LAN down under.

- Every calendar® days are numbered.

- Alot of money is tainted - T'aint yours and t'aint mine.

- A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat.

- A midget fortune-teller who escapes from prison is a small

medium at large.

- Those who get too big for their britches will be exposed in

the end.

- Once you®e seen one shopping centre, you®e seen a

mall.

- Bakers share bread recipes on a knead-to-know basis.
- Santa® helpers are subordinate clauses.

- Acupuncture is a jab well done.

- Does the name Pavlov ring a bell?

— LRV

- Two antennas meet on a roof, fall in love and get
married. The ceremony wasn®much, but the reception
was excellent.

- Two hydrogen atoms walk into a bar. One says, "l®@e
lost my electron." The other says, "Are you sure?" The
first replies, "Yes, lI@n positive..."

- A jumper cable walks into a bar. The bartender says,
"|@ serve you, but don®start anything."

- A sandwich walks into a bar. The bartender says,
"Sorry we don®serve food in here."

- A dyslexic man walks into a bra.

- A man walks into a bar with a slab of asphalt under his
arm and says: "A beer please, and one for the road."

- Two cannibals are eating a clown. One says to the
other: "Does this taste funny to you?"

- A man complains, "Doc, | can® stop singing @he
Green, Green Grass of Home.®"That® the Tom Jones
Syndrome," explains the doc. "Is it common?" asks the
man. "It® Not Unusual," says the doc.

- Two cows are standing in a field. Daisy says to Dolly, "I
was artificially inseminated this morning." "I don®
believe you," said Dolly. "It® true, no bull!" exclaimed
Daisy.

- An invisible man marries an invisible woman. The kids

were nothing to look at either.

- Deja Moo: The feeling that you®e heard this bull before.
- A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet and says, "My dog®

cross-eyed, is there any thing you can do?" "Let® have a
look at him." says the vet. So he picks the dog up and
examines his eyes. Finally, he says "l@ going to have to
put him down". "Just because he® cross-eyed?" asks the
man. "No, because he® really heavy," says the vet.

- A man went to buy some camouflage trousers the other

day but couldn®find any.

- Mary went to the butcher® and wanted to bet him R50 that

he couldn®reach the meat on the top shelf. He said, "No,
the steaks are too high."

- Joe went to a seafood disco last week and pulled a

mussel.

- Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak were chilly; but when they

lit a fire in the craft, it sank, proving that you can® have
your kayak and heat it!

- What do you call a fish with no eyes? A fsh.
- Two fish swim into a concrete wall. One turns to the other,

"DAM!", he says.
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Yesterday,
today and The way to HE WON'T NOT First with
tomorrow start your day ~ STOP THEMAGIC the goodies  He likes to keep
you moving
——
S
HELIGHTSUP  Ecsiiicisig
YOUR WAY HE PUTS YOU
FIRST He kills
HE IS ALL gdern:js
N ONE DEFY e AVAILABLE
You can rely WORLD
on Him Heés the
real thing
A promise He

makes is a
promise He keeps

ALWAYS IN TOUCH

Well, God
1S like this

It's marvelous

what God can do You can@®see Him,

for you but you know He®
there for you
YOUR FUTURE
IS IN GOOD HE P He holds
HANDS UMPS UP YOUR .together in all
PERFORMANCE kinds of weather
HE WAS THERE He offers 24 hour HE-FORGETS- EVERYTHING KEEPS
FROM THE DAY YéU protection YOU-NOT GOING RIGHT
WERE BORN

™~
0O

obey HIM Go ahead and make that call

7




The Page 9

AN ESSENTIAL DIARY DATE
for Saturday afternoon 5" August

August 2006

The paradox of our time in history is
that we have taller buildings but
shorter tempers, wider freeways, but
narrower viewpoints. We spend
more, but have less, we buy more,
but enjoy less. We have bigger
houses and smaller families, more
conveniences, but less time. We
have more degrees but less sense,
more knowledge, but less judgment,
more experts, yet more problems,
more medicine, but less wellness.
We drink too much, smoke too
much, spend too recklessly, laugh
too little, drive too fast, get too angry,
stay up too late, get up too tired,
read too little, watch TV too much,
and pray too seldom. We have
multiplied our possessions, but
reduced our values. We talk too
much, love too seldom, and hate too
often.

We®e learned how to make a living,
but not a life. We®e added years to
life not life to years. We®e been all
the way to the moon and back, but
have trouble crossing the street to
meet a new neighbour. We
conquered outer space but not inner
space. We®e

"Songs of Praise" conducted by Richard Cock, with our organist Christopher Cockburn
accompanying, is to take place in our region. A massed choir drawn from a number of churches in
the Durban & Highway area will be singing and several members of the St John® Choir are
involved. The venue is Hillcrest Christian Fellowship, so make sure to mark your diary for
Saturday 5" August, 17h00-19h00.

The presentation will follow the usual format for "Songs of Praise". There will be some items for the
choir (including two by Mozart in this his anniversary year, namely "Ave Verum" and "Laudate
Dominum") and some well-known hymns and songs for the audience to join in (for example,
"Praise my soul", "Shine Jesus Shine", "Jabulani Afrika").

At the time of going to press, we had no details regarding the cost of tickets, booking, etc. So be
sure to watch the pew bulletin for these details.

MORE FOOD FOR THOUGHT
with acknowledgements to George Carlin

done larger things, but not better
things.

We®e cleaned up the air, but
polluted the soul. We®e conquered
the atom, but not our prejudice. We
write more, but learn less. We plan
more, but accomplish less. We®e
learned to rush, but not to wait. We
build more computers to hold more
information, to produce more copies
than ever, but we communicate less
and less.

These are the times of fast foods
and slow digestion, big men and
small character, steep profits and
shallow relationships. These are the
days of two incomes but more
divorce, fancier houses, but broken
homes. These are days of quick
trips, disposable nappies, throwaway
morality, one night stands,
overweight bodies, and pills that do
everything from cheer, to quiet, to
kill. It is a time when there is much in
the showroom window and nothing
in the stockroom. A time when
technology can bring this letter to
you, and a time when you can

choose either to share this insight, or
to move on, ignoring it.

Remember, spend some time with
your loved ones, because they are
not going to be around forever.
Remember, say a kind word to
someone who looks up to you in
awe, because that little person soon
will grow up and leave your side.
Remember, to give a

warm hug to the one next to you,
because that is the only treasure you
can give with your heart and it
doesn®cost a cent.

Remember, to say, "l love you" to
your partner and your loved ones,
but most of all mean it. A kiss and an
embrace will mend hurt when it
comes from deep inside of you.
Remember to hold hands and
cherish the moment for someday
that person will not be there again.
Give time to love, give time to speak,
and give time to share the precious
thoughts in your mind.

Life is not measured by the number
of breaths we take, but by the
moments that take our breath away.

REMEMBER WE ARE CALLED HUMAN BEINGS,

NOT HUMAN DOINGS




