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RECTOR’S REPORT 2005
2005 was an extremely busy year.  In this
respect I will just pick out some of the
highlights of the year.

The Alpha Course
The Alpha Course which started in early April and ended in
late June, really had a profound effect on the life of the
parish.  Many people from the Parish were drawn in to
help by Morton du Preez.  Especially gratifying was the
number of young people, many of whom were
subsequently confirmed in September.  A number of new
people were drawn into the life of the Parish.  Thank you
Morton, and your team, for your hard work.

Marriage Course
As soon as the Alpha Course ended, some of the people
who had attended the Alpha Course became involved in
the Marriage Course, which also hails from Holy Trinity,
Brompton, in the UK.  It was also a most successful
course.  We are extremely grateful to Vivienne Pyle for
leading this course.

Charlotte Hornsby and the HIV/AIDS Ministry
On the 25th February, Charlotte Hornsby, a voluntary
worker from the United Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel, arrived from the UK. Although it took some time
for Charlotte to get used to the conditions in KwaZulu-
Natal, she did excellent work for Ukukuthuza, our
committee concerned with people who are infected and
affected by HIV and AIDS.  The monthly collections for the
food parcels have gone on successfully throughout the
year.  We are most grateful to Luise Joubert and Tracy
Cremer for so faithfully supervising this monthly collection,
as we are to Malcolm Rosenberg, who buys the groceries,
and for the team which packs them each month.

Music
Another highlight of 2005 has been the working out of the
decision made in 2004 to make the 7am service more
“traditional” and the 9am service more “contemporary”.
We are grateful to both the Choir and to the Music Group
for leading the singing at the respective services.

We have also been very privileged to have Christopher
Cockburn as our Choirmaster and Organist, who plays the
organ at both services.  Christopher has led the Choir
most successfully through the “Crown of Thorns” on Palm
Sunday.  He has also trained the Choir for the singing of “I
Was Glad” at the Ordination of Sue Brittion and Vivienne
Pyle, and led the Choir to produce an excellent Advent
Carol Service.  He also trained the Choir for some of the
Anthems and much of the service of Ecumenical Vespers
at Mariannhill on the 4th December.  We are most blessed
to have Christopher as Director and Organist.

The Choir also took part in four RSCM functions, at the
Cathedral in May, at St John’s Pinetown in July, at
Scottburgh in October and the Ordination in November.

The 9am Music Group also grew from strength to strength
during the year.

Synod
It was a very proud moment when the parish of St John’s
was thanked by the Chairperson of Provincial Synod for

the contribution we made to Provincial Synod’s success
during the first week of July.  Provincial Synod made use
of our altar furniture and requisites.  Many of the young
people from the parish served as “gofers” during the
Synod.  Our thanks go to Andrew Morris, for the help he
gave.  However, our special thanks go to the Revd
Caroline Beech, who was especially designated to help
with Synod.  We are most grateful to her for the hard work
she put in before and during Provincial Synod.

New Sound System
During the year a new sound system was introduced into
the church.  This has made a great deal of difference to
the quality of the sound in the church.

Re-decoration of the Parish Offices
One of the really positive things about 2005 was the re-
decoration of the parish offices.  This has made a great
difference to the way in which the parish staff has been
able to function.  New computers were installed in the
offices and have made a tremendous difference to the way
the office functions.

The new sound system and the re-decoration of the parish
offices was enabled by a bequest the parish received.

Staff
In terms of most of the ordained staff, it has been a year of
changes.  For Anthony Castleden, it has been business
changes; for Vivienne Pyle it was time spent with her
daughter and family and new grandson in New Zealand;
for Sue Brittion it has meant “retirement” from Diakonia
and settling into a new lifestyle; for Caroline Beech it has
meant a difficult divorce; and for the Rector it has meant
time away in Australia, and then hosting Australians in
KwaZulu-Natal on behalf of Rotary.  Hopefully 2006 will be
less of a year of change for everyone!!

Ordination of Sue Brittion and Vivienne Pyle to the
Priesthood
One of the highlights of the year was the Ordination
Service which took place on the 26th November 2005.  It
was a beautiful service.  The singing of “I was Glad” by Sir
Herbert Parry, certainly made the service very special.  It
was also wonderful to witness one Deacon being ordained
and 11 Priests being given authority to minister as
ordained presbyters in the Church of God.

Thanks
Sincere thanks must be given to the Church Wardens,
Parish Council, Portfolio leaders, Lay Ministers, Committee
chairs, Office Staff and helpers and all who take
responsibility for ministering the in the life of the Parish of
St John’s – for all who make St John’s the wonderful
parish that it is.  Thank you for being faithful to God in your
ministry in 2005.

150th Celebrations
This year is an important year for the Parish.  It is the year
in which we celebrate the fact that St John’s has existed
for 150 years as a parish.  May it be a wonderful year for
us as we thank God for the past and look forward into the
future.
P JOHN GREEN Rector

From the
pen of
John
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REPORT FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS

The Function of Churchwardens:
The “office” of churchwarden is a venerable one, having its origins in early New Testament days. In Acts 6:2 we read
“… the twelve apostles called the whole group of believers together and said, ‘it is not right for us to neglect the
preaching of God’s word in order to handle finances. So then, brothers, choose seven men among you who are known
to be full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, and we will put them in charge of this matter. We ourselves, then, will give our
full time to prayer and the work of preaching.’ …”

The earliest official mention of Wardens is at the Council of London in 1127. They had a two-fold significance: they
were appointed wardens (trustees) of the Church’s goods, which included the fabric and finance, and they were
appointed wardens (guardians) of the morals of the clergy and laity.

As the Bishop’s Officers, they escort the Bishop when he visits the Parish. They are elected by the Annual Parish
Vestry meeting and admitted to the ‘Office’ by the Archdeacon or his commissary in terms of Canon 30 of the
Constitution and Canons of the church of the Province of Southern Africa.

The Duties of Churchwardens:
Churchwardens are the officers of the Bishop and the principal representatives of the congregation.

Together with the Incumbent they constitute the executive of the Parish Council and have special responsibility in the
following matters:-

·  To ensure that a register is kept of all Parishioners.
·  To keep an inventory of all goods, ornaments and furniture belonging to the church and to deliver the same to

their successors on ceasing to hold office.
·  To provide for the safety and preservation of the registers.
·  To execute the policy of the Parish Council relating to property and parochial finance and to be responsible for

the preparation of annual estimates of revenue and expenditure and the presentation of accounts to Vestry.
·  To see to the seating of the congregation, with out respect of persons.
·  To aid the Incumbent with information and counsel in all matters relating to the Parish, and particularly in

cases contemplated in the rubrics before the service of Holy Communion.

It is their duty to advise the Bishop or Archdeacon if there should be anything plainly amiss or reprehensible in the life
or doctrine of the Incumbent and also if there be anything contrary to order or decorum in the administration of Divine
Service.

What about today?
Just as the wardens appointed in 1127, your wardens for the past year of 2005 have been busy performing the duties
of a churchwarden as laid out above. An important duty has been the regular attendance at both meetings of the
Parish Executive and Parish Council. While reading the attached portfolio reports you can see what a busy year it has
been. We would like to thank all those who have contributed to make this past year a successful year in so many
diverse but meaningful ways from the Alpha Course to the St John’s Airways evening – with all the other many regular
meetings of the different groups which make up the ‘body’ and ‘life’ of an active parish making their vital contribution.

A very important function and task for the wardens is the responsibility shouldered regarding the finance for the parish.
We are very fortunate in having an efficient and dedicated treasurer and we say a special thank you to Mandy McAlpin
for the way in which she faithfully keeps the account records for us. Thank you to all those who have given so
generously over this past year to help finance the work of the Church not only in our parish but to assist and contribute
in financing the work of the Diocese and the Province of which we are a part. In 2006 we shall be taking a fresh look at
Stewardship and in particular our level of regular giving and tithing of what we are fortunate to have.

In the New Year you will be hearing of an on going focus in the Diocese which is attempting to encourage the ‘regions’
to take on more responsibility for the way in which they are enabling the Church to both function and grow. So watch
out for news regarding regional meetings and functions etc

You may be wondering why these reports are coming out so early, it is in order to conform to the new financial and tax
regulations that the Canons have been amended, “vestry meetings must be held no later than the 15th March”. Our
own Parish Vestry Meeting will be on Sunday the 12th February when we shall have one service in order to
accommodate this.

Once again we wish to thank you all for your support and the encouragement shown to us your churchwardens over
this past year as we have tried faithfully to perform the duties required of us.

Your humble servants in Christ. Edward Pines, Andre Zuidewind, Morton du Preez
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YOUTH
Last year was awesome, such awe-inspiring happenings occurred in the Youth as a whole as well as in the lives of
individuals. The Holy Spirit really moved in power, touching and changing people. He also opened up to us a number of
doors, namely the initiation of two bible-study groups (post Alpha) and the evening worship service with which we now
run.

There is a song to the effect, ”Everday with Jesus is better than the one before”, and so it is with great expectation that
we look forward to this New Year with Our Lord. We are not concerned with dwelling on the past but look to God anew
in order to be a part of what He wants to do. Yes, we need to remember the lessons of the past and we need to beware
that, like Israel, we don’t forget what the Lord has done in our midst.  However, with that said, last year’s ‘experience’ of
God is just that - LAST YEAR’S EXPERIENCE OF GOD. We want to seek God afresh for this New Year because it is
with the living God that we have a relationship.

There are many new endeavours on the go this term apart from our regular activities. These include the Purpose Driven
Life Course, a trial merger with the Methodist Youth on Friday evenings and a couple of Youth services on Sunday
mornings as well as a few seminal ideas for later disclosure. Exciting stuff, so please continue to pray for us and if you
would like your prayers to be more informed and specific please let me know and I will be happy to share where the
greatest prayer needs are.

Thank you to all of those who faithfully took our petitions to the throne of grace - I am convinced that whatever
happened last year was because of prayer.

Yours in Christ
Andrew

ENVIRONMENT PORTFOLIO
Delise Coad

I regret that I have not kept in touch
with the few people who put their
names down on the list to help with
this portfolio and for this I apologise
most sincerely.  I have however tried
to keep parishioners informed via the
Lantern on matters pertaining to the
environment and will continue to do
so to the best of my ability.

Here are some events to note for
near future:

World Wetlands Day “ In the face of
poverty … wetlands are lifelines”  -
2 FEBRUARY 2006
Wetlands are often thought of only in
terms of their hydrological
importance, but they also hold great
cultural significance.  Many cultures
have developed traditional practices
and belief systems for regulating the
use of wetlands to protect these
valuable ecosystems.  Wetlands are

at risk all around the world due to
practices of draining the land for
alternative use.  Construction of
dams, removal of plants, waster
water pumped into the area by
industries, seepage of agricultural
fertilisers and mining are all threats to
these sensitive ecosystems systems.

Each year government departments,
non-governmental organizations,
schools and groups of individuals
undertake actions to raise awareness
of the values and benefits of
wetlands as well as the important role
they play in sustainable freshwater
use.

World Day for Water—22 MARCH
“ Water and Culture”  — National
Water Week—21 to 27 MARCH
2006
World Day for Water was declared an
international day in 1992 by the
United Nations General Assembly
and was first celebrated in 1993.  It

was suggested that the day be
observed in conformity with the
recommendations of the United
Nations Conference on Environment
and Development (UNCED)
contained in Chapter 18 of Agenda
21.  The theme for World Day for
Water 2006 is “Water and Culture”.

Many natural resources are found in
abundance in South Africa except for
water, and it is this resource that is
essential for all life forms on Earth.
South Africa’s water supply is
variable and distributed unevenly in
time (frequent droughts alternate with
periods of good rainfall) and space
(the eastern half of the country is
markedly wetter than the western
half).  The increase in demand for
good quality water requires careful
management and is a priority as it
has been estimated that by 2025,
South Africa’s human population will
have doubled and there will be an
insufficient water supply for domestic,

To the family of St John©s
Dear friends,
Words are simply inadequate to express to this dear family of St John©s, Pinetown, our appreciation for the
outpouring of love and joy on our ordination as priests on 26th November – and then again at Christmastime!
Thank you to so many of you for the prayers, good wishes, cards and gifts with which you showered us.
It just has not been possible to write to each of you individually.   So please accept this as our expression of deep
thanks!
It is a great privilege to serve in this unique parish, and we thank God each day for the calling to do so.   Please
continue to pray for us, as we do for you all.

With love, Vivienne and Sue
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agricultural and industrial use.

World Meteorological Day (UN) - 23
MARCH 2006
In 1960, it was decided by the World
Meteorological Organisation (WMO)
that 23 March should be celebrated
as World Meteorological Day
because, on this day in 1950, the
World Meteorological Convention
was held.   The day is celebrated by
focusing on an annual theme that is
of current interest and is related to
weather, climate and water issues.

The purpose of the day is to bring
attention to the important role that
meteorology and meteorological
services play in the general welfare
of humankind.  Climatological data
can assist when planning for building
construction, agriculture, forestry and
can forecast weather that may have
devastating effects and cost the
country millions of rands each year.

The above information is found in
the Share-Net Resource booklet “ A
Year of Special Days—2006”   and
is available from the Wildlife Shop
at uShaka Marine World and also
from Brand Road.  It costs R12,00.
“ A Year of Special Days”  is one of
many very useful booklets
produced by Share-Net a project of
the Wildlife and Environment
Society of S. A.

One day God was looking down on
Earth and saw all the rascally
behaviour that was going on.  He
decided to send an Angel down to
Earth to check it out.  So he called
one of his Angels and sent the Angel
to Earth for a time.  When the Angel
returned he told God “Yes, it is bad
on Earth – 95% are misbehaving and
5% are not”.  God thought for a
moment and said “Maybe I had better
send down a second Angel to get
another opinion”.

So God called another Angel and
sent him to Earth for a time too.
When the Angel returned, he went to
God and said “Yes, it’s true – the
Earth is in decline – 95% are
misbehaving and 5% are being
good”.  God was not pleased so he
decided to e-mail the 5% that were
good because he wanted to
encourage them – give them a little
something to help them keep going.
Do you know what that e-mail said?
No?  So you didn’t get one either!!!

TREE OF THE YEAR FOR 2006

Burchellia bubalina
Wild Pomegranate

Wildegranaat

Raphia australis
Kosi Palm
Kosipalm

PARISH LIBRARY
Beryl Rawson

The following books have been added to the Parish Library during the month of November:

·  Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers : Fiction
·  Healing Miracles by Eric Fisher : Healing
·  Red Letter Days by Paul Burbridge & Murray :

Sketches for the Church Year
·  Something Beautiful for God by M. Muggeridge.
·  St. Theresa - the making of the film etc. : Biography (and much more!)

It is hoped to build up the Fiction section of the Library so if you have any Christian Fiction books you would like to
donate and share they would be gratefully received.

A NOTE FROM CLAUDINE LORD
The Prayer Chain
I would like to express my thanks to those dear people
who pray so faithfully for those in need. People who find
themselves in trouble, health or otherwise.

To be at the receiving end of this Christian help
is very special.

My case is certainly not unique. But one day recently, I
woke at dawn and boy, was I unwell. I was hopping
around. Commonsense said I had to get to the Doctor,
if I could last that long without exploding. Presently I
decided phone Bev (Gelling) to ask for help for help. I
probably phoned at an inconvenient time for her but

she assured me she would ask the prayer chain to help
me.

Meanwhile she said she would pray for me there and
then. This she did and believe me when I say that as she
prayed my mind and body relaxed. Hope returned. God
was in his heaven. Helping.

I duly managed to drive myself to the Doctor and
antibiotics were given etc.  But the instant calming
prayers which Bev spoke were inspirational and helped
at this very distressful time. Much love to you Bev and
your helpers.

Claudine Lord
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From: Gordon Stewart
To: stjohn_ptn@xsinet.co.za
Sent: Monday, January 16, 2006 9:32 PM
Subject: RSCM

What can I say? What a delight it was to work with you in PMB and to share in the services you led. This is just really to
say an enormous thank you to you and your team. I enjoyed every minute of the Summer School - even the service
where we had to compete with storm, train and police cars!
I wonder if one of you could write up the summer school for Church Music Quarterly. I am very worried that the only
report they get will be from one of the British women who came. RSCM have got the South African thing so wrong
before that I am keen that the report should be written by a South African!! Both of your colleagues seemed to enjoy the
week and might be willing to write a short report.
I had a very pleasant flight back and this weekend conducted rehearsals and recordings for three Songs of Praise
programmes in London. Fabulous band of top London session players, although it was very tiring - Saturday started at
10 am and ended at 10 pm!

With all best wishes and with sincere thanks,
God bless,
Gordon

� � � � 	 
 � � � � � �
� � � � � 
 �

The next edition will be issued on
26th March 2006.  Please get

material to Anthony Castleden by
5th March 2006 for it to be

included in this edition.
DO REMEMBER THAT THE

LANTERN IS FOR YOU!
ARTICLES AND SNIPPETS
ARE ALWAYS WELCOME.

EVANGELISM
Peter Brien

Attention in 2005 was centered on a
single Alpha course. This was able
run by Morton du Preez and was a
great success.
Firstly, by very good "marketing" by
Morton, some 65 participants were
drawn to the course- about four
times the number on our previous
Alpha course.
Secondly and just as important, the
contribution of 31 members of St
John©s who were present regularly
every Wednesday evening helping
with the facilitation of the course.
Our thanks must go also to the
members of the various House
Groups who took turns to prepare
the evening meals which play an
integral part of Alpha.
A number of young people also
attended Alpha of which many look
to becoming regular members of St
John©s.

NEWCOMERS - Ingrid Pines
It hardly seems possible that another year of this vital ministry in the life
of St John’s has gone by. During this past year we have not had a flood
of newcomers on to the parish roll, more of a trickle but this small
number has brought some new families into active life in the parish.

Being able to identify “new faces” in church followed up by a cheerful
and helpful welcome is the main function performed by this portfolio. I
am very grateful for my faithful team of helpers who do duty at the
“newcomers table”, especially Margaret & Michael Castleden who
regularly offer their services for this duty at the 7:00 Sunday service.
Once newcomers have “signed up” another important service clicks in
when Delysia Wolff makes them a name badge, thank you Delysia for
this wonderful and efficient service to the newcomer’s ministry.

As in the past not all of our newcomers have attended the welcoming
lunches offered, providing an opportunity of meeting the leadership team
and other regulars has proved worthwhile for those who have availed
themselves of the opportunity.

Once again a grateful thanks to all those who have provided help with
the newcomer’s portfolio during the past year.

Got something to
crow about?

 Write to the
Lantern Editor!

Let’s hear your
stories!

COMMUNICATIONS REPORT
The church has kept me busy with various communications projects –
the Lantern, the Newcomers’ Pack, the diary and other bits and pieces.
The parish is indebted to Barbara McAlpin for all her work on the Parish
website: www.stjohnbaptist.co.za and I thank her sincerely for all her
time and commitment that she put into the project.  However she now
wants to lay down this ministry so I appeal for anyone interested take
over as parish webmaster to contact me. Anthony Castleden
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FUNDRAISING
Lesley Wood

2006 has arrived and a month has now passed.  I have
had the portfolio of fundraising now for some 3 months
and face the challenge of raising R30,000 for the 150th

year celebrations.

Below please find a few of the activities I have planned
for 2006.

Weekly  Sale of Donuts after the Sunday 9.00am
services to have with tea.
February 2006 Valentines Barn dance – A fun evening

event for all.  For children, oldies, singles
and married couples.

March 2006 Car Boot Sale
April 2006 Seeding - R20 given to each parishioner

to double over a period of 4 weeks
May 2006 Golf Day at Bluff National Park Golf Club
August 2006     Fun Day at St Johns

I am asking once again for volunteers to assist with
events.  Even with the Lord’s help I cannot do all this
alone. If you are interested in assisting me, please
contact me on 084 4914118.

Keep an eye on the pew bulletins for updates on events
and forthcoming attractions…

Prayed at the Eucharist recently
by Janet Morley - Christian Aid

Christ our companion,
you came not to humiliate the sinner

but to disturb the righteous.
Welcome us when we are put to shame,

but challenge our smugness,
that we may truly turn from what is evil,

and be freed even from our virtues,
in your name.

Amen

We©re heading for Namaqualand
- are you coming?
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SMALL GROUPS PORTFOLIO
Sue Brittion

Small groups meeting in people©s homes have been an important feature of this parish for the last thirty years or so.
Over the years the names given to these groups have changed, and there have been different emphases from time to
time.   But the principle of a small group meeting regularly week by week has borne much fruit in terms of strengthened
faith, widening understanding of the scriptures, and deeper relationship with God and each other.   The small groups
nurture the core membership of the parish, and encourage people to serve the parish and the wider society in which we
live, in the name of the Lord whom we serve.

Key to these groups is the quality of their leaders.   The parish is blessed to have a strong team of housegroup leaders,
committed to God and to the task of leading their groups gently, encouraging everyone to express their opinions and to
take responsibility for their own growth as children of God.

Housegroups leaders have met together faithfully once a month early on a Saturday morning, to sing and pray together,
to share with each other their joys and problems and hopes, and to discuss both the material their groups are using and
ways of imporoving the quality of group life.   From time to time we have had a session on an issue that has emerged
from one or more of the groups..  At other times we have done a group exercise together that could prove useful for
housegroups to do themselves.

During Lent 2005 the small groups studied a link bible study that parishes here in the diocese of Natal and parishes in
our link diocese of Southwell in England were both studying.   Called "Ubuntu – We are better together" and developed
here and in England, the course offered ways of reflecting biblically on common local problems in a globalised world.

It is planned to encourage many more people to join a weekly small group in early 2006, as we share in studying
together the Lent course "40 Days of Purpose".

Do contact me if you would like to have information on when and where groups meet, if you would just like to talk
through with someone what is involved, or if you would be interested in being part of a housegroup during Lent.   My
telephone numbers are 031 7084752 and 082 9307474.

WORSHIP PORTFOLIO
Caroline Beech

True worship is the very heart of life. God is in everything. And when we connect with Him in the joyful,
the chaos, the pain, and the humdrum, and we are able to recognize God©s Being and our conscious acceptance
of this - however fleeting - we start moving deeper into Kingdom territory.

Thank God He gives us words and sounds and movement and emotions to express our longing to get this
Áright© and our desire to strengthen this connection with Him. And how moving and encouraging to discover that the
other "stuff (other people©s expression of worship which we might find banal or even offensive) - is infinitely
precious to the Lord our God because He put that desire within us and also gave us that particular way of
expressing it.

How blessed are we here with so many different ways to do this ... traditional choir, contemporary music
group, funky youth, chirpy KidZown, graceful dancers and thoughtprovoking drama.

It cannot all be everything to all people, but let us rejoice that someone somewhere at any given time is
being touched by God and feeling conscious of being in His presence. This year we have been infinitely blessed by
having Christopher Cockburn in leadership position musically. Thank you Christopher for stretching us and finding
beautiful sounds inside us that probably surprised us more than it surprised you. We look back at highlights in the
year ... to the poignant Litany of Thorns on Palm Sunday which drew us into Holy Week with new eyes, and the
Advent Carol Service and Advent Vespers at Mariannhill Monastery with its months of preparing and practicing.
The choir was very active in its participation in RSCM workshops during the year which included one on "Angels",
Welsh Hymns and "I was glad" which we sung at the Ordination Service in the Cathedral on 26 November. The
year culminated with RSCM Summer School under the directorship of Gordon Stewart where we sang works by a
new composer Andrew Carter and old favourites by Stanford amongst others.

Other memorial occasions which drew in all our different expressions of worship included the
Confirmation Service, the annual Carol service at Bethany, and our own Christmas Carol Service here at St
John©s.
We go into 2006 rejoicing in all the different strands in our Árope© of worship and pray that God will continue to bless
us as we come together to worship Him in spirit and in truth.
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PASSIONATE SPIRITUALITY
Vivienne Pyle

This has proved to be another challenging and exciting
year, as we journeyed together, listened to and learned
from one another, discovered more about ourselves, and
grew closer to one another, as we sought to deepen our
relationship with God.

The following events took place during the year:

AWF Quiet Morning
An Anglican Women©s Fellowship quiet morning was held
at St John©s on 16 February.  The theme was “Be Still and
Know that I am God”, leading us to listen to the voice of
God in stillness and silence, through readings, reflection,
music and suggested responses.  In modern times, people
seem to be plagued with a nervous tension that makes it
almost impossible for us to be quiet. Noise and distractions
bombard us from every side.  If we want to pray at a
deeper level we must first learn to be still, to quieten
ourselves.  This stillness becomes a prayer in which God
may reveal himself.  We rest our body, so that inwardly we
might become alert, attentive, aware, available and
receptive to every breath of God©s Spirit.  For prayer is like
keeping an appointment with the Living God who longs to
reveal himself.

Enneagram Workshop
An Enneagram Workshop was held at St John©s on
Saturday 12 March, led by Penny McLennan.  The
Enneagram is a tool for discovering our spiritual gifting, for
self-discovery and understanding others.  Spiritual in
origin, the workshop offered useful insights into our images
of God and self, as well as being a tool for growth to
wholeness.

Foundation Course in Deepening Prayer – 16 April to
02 July
At the invitation of Dane Elsworth, the Foundation Course
was hosted by St Cyprian©s Church, Umbilo.  Most of the
participants were drawn from St Cyprian©s church
leadership, and there was lively discussion and interaction
between people who knew each other well.

The last of six sessions was held on 02 July – Faith
Sharing and Images, which took the form of a Prayer and
Art workshop.  Most people found this a new and exciting
way of exploring their prayer life.  Following a meditation, it
was interesting to note that many people found God in
nature – the mountains, water, trees, and were able to
express their spirituality through art.

Comments made at the end of the course.

·  Have found the course very valuable – a great help to
growth and revitalising my prayer life and spiritual
journey.  Thank you to you all.

·  I hope to have a reunion and keep in further contact.
·  I found the creative aspect to be wonderful

·  As a Lay Minister it has been very helpful to learn to
pray at a deeper level.

·  I found my prayer life has been improved and more
regular.

·  Thank you for the wonderful input.
·  It has been such an eye-opener, I can©t want to

continue with prayer at a deeper level – thank you all.
·  I have been able to move from feeling God at a

distance, and can now experience God, in a close and
personal relationship.  I am now comfortable in
spending much longer in prayer, not rushing as before,
and just being with God.  They say that you are never
too old to learn and I have found this perfectly true.
God Bless you all for giving up your time and helping
us to learn more about our God and Saviour.

A collection of books were circulated for suggested further
reading.

The group from St Cyprians will now be forming their own
spirituality group, and we will be in regular contact with
them.   They will also be arranging a Centering Prayer
workshop with Contemplative Outreach.

We would like to acknowledge and thank the team for the
wealth of their inputs, their enthusiasm and willingness to
lead us on this journey: Caroline Beech, Penny McLennan,
Vivienne Pyle, Swazi Thwala, James Wyllie

The Journey of our Lives
An invitation to explore The Journey of our Lives through
dance and word, led by Caroline Beech and Sue Brittion
on Saturday 6th August at Koinonia overlooking the beauty
of 1000 Hills.  Circle dancing is an ancient way of re-
calling, revisiting, re-membering, re-building.  When we
dance together and when we reflect together we re-unite
the wholeness of ourselves – body, mind, soul, spirit.

Retreat at Lyndhurst 12 – 15 September
Our grateful thanks to John Green for leading a three day
silent retreat based on the book “Weeds Among the
Wheat”, written by Thomas H Green, SJ. The focus was
on personal discernment, seeking God©s will in our lives.
The readings set for each session were followed by a time
of quiet for personal reflection and response.  The time set
apart was our own individual experience, shared in
community with each other. And of course our thanks to
John and Gill Green for providing the perfect venue at their
cottage in the quiet beauty of Lake Lyndhurst, and to
Caroline for organising the catering!

Spiritual Direction, walking alongside another on their
spiritual journey, is offered by the clergy.

Centering Prayer – A group meets for Centering Prayer
on Mondays at 5.30 pm in St Andrew©s Chapel.  Please
join us and learn about this ancient form of silent prayer.
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STEWARDSHIP PORTFOLIO
Sue Brittion

We are stewards of all God©s creation.
The way we manage the world©s
resources, those of this parish, and
those of each individual in this parish
is a reflection of our  faith.   It is a
source of great thanksgiving to God
that members of this parish continue
to take their stewardship commitment
seriously.

2005 was a year in which the plans of
the stewardship portfolio changed in
mid-stream to fit in with other parish
plans, something which in a vibrant
and complex parish is inevitable from
time to time.   And God©s hand was
laid on the new plans which were
fruitful:  we do thank God for that.

Part of the change in plan was a
stimulating leadership breakfast with
our Archdeaon, the Ven Nigel Juckes,
who spoke with wisdom on the
qualities needed for a Christian
leader.

The focus for 2005 was on financial
stewardship.   The stewardship of our
time and talents in the service of God
and the church will be a special
feature in the follow-up to "40 Days of
Purpose", our planned Lent course for
2006.   This will also fit in well with the
celebration of our 150th anniversary in
June.

There are currently 231 participants in
our Dedicated Giving Scheme.   Since
our last Dedication Sunday we have
enrolled 16 new members.   Sadly we
have lost 10 members for various
reasons, including leaving Pinetown
for other parts of God©s great world,
and a further 17 did not contribute
anything during 2005.

It is encouraging to report that
response to the 2005 campaign was
good.   Material prepared for each
parish home, a challenging sermon by
the Revd Canon Monica Mkhize and
the focus on Dedication the following
Sunday resulted in an increase in
pledges for Dedication Giving which
should enable us to cover our  most
urgent needs for 2006.

We had hoped to be able to present to
Vestry an adventurous budget, with a
significant increase in much-needed
allocations for various ministries.   But
this would have required a more
significant increase both in the
number of dedicated givers and in the
individual pledges than has been
forthcoming.   However, given the low-
key nature of the campaign of 2005,
the response has been admirable.

Of course, there is nothing to stop
existing givers from increasing their

pledge at any time during the year.
And we will continue to inform new
members of the parish about the
Dedicated Giving scheme and
encourage their participation.

When Bishop Rubin spoke to the
congregation on Christmas Day after
celebrating the Eucharist, he
particularly thanked the people of this
parish for their continuing, faithful
response in dedicated giving, which
contributes to the diocese being able
to support other parishes less well-
endowed with financial resources.

With this encouraging message
ringing in our ears, we thank God for
the good response, and continue to
pray that we will all be able to be
faithful to our dedicated giving pledge
for 2006.

If any parishioner would like to find out
more about the Dedicated Giving
scheme, please do contact the
Dedicated Giving Recorder, David
Kidwell at 031 7090540, one of the
Churchwardens to be elected at
Vestry, or myself at 031 7084752, and
we©ld be delighted to chat with you
about it.

SOCIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE
Dawn Asher

This year we presented you with a variety of fellowship events: namely, “Teas and Tarts”, the KZN Youth Orchestra,
and “Fly with St John’s Airways” as well as Shrove Tuesday evening and Passover to Eucharist supper.

As I bow out as portfolio holder I say thank you again for all the love and fellowship to us all. May God bless my
successor and the new team whoever they may be and I hope you will support them in their endeavours. Shalom

COMMUNITY/SOCIAL CONCERNS
Liz Castleden

The first year in a portfolio is always a learning curve and I have indeed learnt much!  Sitting in my little Wise Eye
office (I see the Wise Eye programme itself, more and more as a community project!), I have been able to witness
and see activities around the church.  Cleaning out the offices revealed all sorts of things and I thank those who
had the patience to help, the Sunday School teachers and the AIDS committee particularly.  I also want to thank

Win Brien and her team for stocking the grocery cupboards and for all of you who purchase foodstuffs regularly, to
feed those who are in need.  Excellent job!  Thank you Luise Joubert and Wendy Rochat for sorting out material
and knitting and old clothes etc!  The SPCA benefited from much that was not needed by the AIDS committee.

Charlotte Hornsby, our USPG volunteer, left an impact on our Parish and we were glad to help with the crèche that
she adopted in Tshelimnyama.  Thank you, Andre Zuidewind, for your donations to this place and to Gill, Maggie,

Pam Taylor and Helen for your support in this work.

Much, much more can be done and I pray we can fill the year 2006 with blessings from God to the people in need.
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AN ANSWER TO PRAYER
I’m still overwhelmed by all the prayers and love the
church has shown towards me. I’d just like to say thank
you so much because without prayer it’s scary to think
what situation I’d be in now.

My knee has made a huge recovery in a very short
space of time and it still surprises the surgeon as to what
a serious injury it was. Every time we go back for a
check-up he keeps on saying how it’s “a very serious
injury and most unusual.” He called it an osteo-chondral
fracture. I don’t think he’s ever dealt with one like this
before. The amazing thing is that he didn’t know what
would happen after the operation, he kept on telling us
to hold thumbs and hope the bone graft works. I keep on
thinking, “What is the point in holding thumbs and relying
on hope because holding thumbs is not going to get you
anywhere! Prayer is 100 times better…” I’ve been going
to physio for the last month and a half, four times a
week. I was once in a stage where I didn’t know what
happened next, even my mother didn’t think I would be
able to walk properly again! (When I heard her say that I
wasn’t very happy with her and told her not to over
exaggerate.)

The last check up I had I went for more x-rays and the
doctor was extremely pleased with my progress (finally,
we managed to please him!) The lining of the kneecap
has grown back around the piece of bone joined back to
my kneecap and so far everything’s looking perfect. I
was told I’m allowed to play sport again in a year which
is still a long time but far better than never again as that
was the case on the last visit.

Again, thank you so much for all your prayers, it was
very much needed and God certainly did listen.

DEBBIE ALLISON

BEANIES USING 4PLY WOOL
For Missions to Seafarers

Cast on 100 stitches.
Rib 2 plain 2 purl for 30cm
Crown:
Knit 1, Knit 2 together to end of the row.
Purl next row.
Knit 2 together to end of row.
Purl every second row till 9 stitches remain.
Thread needle through these 9 stitches and sew together

PASTORAL CARE - Vivienne Pyle
Pastoral Care includes a range of
ministries in the Parish, apart from
work done by the Clergy, who visit the
sick, newcomers, parishioners in their
homes, and whenever there is urgent
need.  Hospital visitors attend
Crompton Hospital daily.  Lay
Ministers take Communion to
retirement villages, the housebound
and elderly, and the sick.  There is
outreach to patients in Highway
Hospice, and the Dream Centre.

At the request of Estelle van Wyk, a
new ministry to Bethany Gardens
Retirement Home commenced this
year, which ended with a Christmas
Carol service and puppet ministry, by
members of the choir and Sunday
School, for residents and their guests.
Estelle also started a Bible study
group at Bethany using the material “A
Life Worth Living.”  Well done Estelle!
Martha's Friends, under the leadership
of Maureen Swadling and Beryl

McCaul, catered for eight funerals
during 2005.  This valuable and much
appreciated ministry is provided by
their team of 26-30 ladies.  Thank you
for your dedication and service!

The Bereavement Ministry through
clergy and lay ministers gives ongoing
love and support to those who have
lost a loved one.

The Telephone Ministry, led by
Rosemarie Hendry with Ann Kidwell,
offers daily telephone contact and
prayer support to members of the
parish celebrating birthdays and
anniversaries, as their names appear
in St John©s Bulletin.  The late Muriel
Horner was a faithful member of this
team and enjoyed contact with the
parish family through this ministry.
Thank you to this dedicated group.
The House Groups provide a home
base for Pastoral care, where
members support, encourage, listen

and pray for one another.  We
encourage everyone to be part of this
basic and important aspect of caring,
nurturing and loving one another.

Thank you so much to everyone who
is part of pastoral care - your ministry
is so valuable. Thank you to everyone
who has been visited during the year
and made us so welcome. It is a
privilege to come alongside you in this
way. If you feel called to assist in the
ministry of caring and visiting, perhaps
in the area where you live, please
contact the clergy or church office.

Please also let us know if you are to
be hospitalised, would like to be
visited at home, need prayer support,
or practical assistance in any way.

May God continue to bless us as we
reach out to one another in His name.

CROSSWORD SOLUTION
Advent 2005 issue
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HERITAGE GROUP
Robin Niemeyer

During 2005, members of the Group were involved in
several work parties, tidying up graves in the cemetery
and repairing broken or damaged head stones.  Thanks to
our dedicated members who worked in the graveyard.
This work is ongoing work and hopefully the fruits of their
work can be seen in the pristine condition of the graves.
On Arbour Day, members of the Group also assisted in
cutting down alien trees on the boundary between the
Church and the school.

The sale of vacant burial sites to Parishioners of St Johns
has begun with several sites allocated.  A register is being
kept of all sites sold.

During the year, four outings were undertaken by the
Group.  The first outing was to Bergtheil Museum in
Westville, where the curator gave a lively talk on the early
settlers to Westville and New Germany.  Refreshments
were served and members viewed the items held in the
museum.

In May the Group visited Richmond and Byrne.  At
Richmond we visited St Mary’s Church and were greeted
by the Church bells being rung for us.  The rector gave a
short talk on the Church and its history in relation to the
town.  Thereafter, the Group visited the local history
museum with its fascinating artifacts relating to the Byrne
settlers.  After refreshments, we travelled to Byrne where
a delightful lunch was served in the local tea garden.
Before leaving, we visited the quaint St Mary Magdalene
Church.

In August we visited the Mariannhill Monastery. We were
shown around the various enterprises, the cloisters and
Cathedral as well as the beautiful chapel.  The most
interesting event was watching the embroidery staff
making a wide range of religious vestments.  The tour was
rounded off with refreshments in the little tea garden.

November saw the Group visiting the Baynesfield Estate.
Tea and cake was provided in the garden and this was
followed by a guided tour of the original Baynes mansion

and museum.  Members spent time wandering through
and viewing the magnificent gardens.  The day was
rounded off by a leisurely picnic under an enormous
yellowwood tree estimated to be around 150 years old.
We were privileged in having Revd John and Jill Green
and Revd Vivienne Pyle join us for lunch. Before leaving
the Estate we visited the ornate mausoleum where
Joseph Baynes and his wife are buried.

During the year, members started doing research for the
historical booklet to be produced as part of the 150th

Anniversary celebrations.  Many thanks to Pat Brooker
and her team who are doing the work.

The Heritage Group would like to thank the congregation
for their wonderful support of the sales table held each
month.  In this year the sales table has raised over
R3,000.  This money is kept in a separate account and is
used for maintenance of the graveyard and any other
items relating to the heritage of the Church.  The money
raised this year has been specifically earmarked to cover
the costs of the historical booklet to commemorate the
Church’s 150th anniversary next year.

In April, a group of British nurses from Queen Alexandria’s
Royal Army Nursing Corps visited Pinetown. At St John’s,
they held a short remembrance service for the soldiers
who fell in the Anglo-Boer war. Mrs Hazel England gave a
most interesting talk on the medical services in Pinetown
during that war.  After refreshments, the nurses visited
several sites of interest in Pinetown.

The Heritage Group was honoured to have three of its
members (Penny McLennan, Goodness Hadebe and
Colin Mann) licenced as Lay Ministers in the Church.

Members of the Group were involved in the sale of
poppies at the Church on the Sunday nearest
Remembrance Day (11th November).  This was
commemorated at both services and appreciated by many
parishioners.

AIDS CONCERN GROUP
Wendy Jones

We ended 2005 on a really good note
with an early ‘Christmas present’ in
the form of the registration of our
project as a Non Profit Organisation
(NPO). Many donors prefer to give to
a registered organization and some
State funding can only be accessed
by an NPO. At the end of 2004 we
took a decision to create a formal

NPO, Ukukuthaza, so that we could
access funding which would enable us
to expand our work. As a result of the
first application getting lost in the post
it took us the better part of the year to
complete the registration process. The
NPO remains under the control of the
Parish of St John the Baptist but there
is provision for representation from the

various communities involved in the
project as well as representation from
other churches in the Pinetown region.

In addition to creating a more formal
organization the group has been
involved in a number of different
activities throughout the year.

These include:
1. The distribution of food parcels and clothes. Our congregation very generously supports this venture by

contributing towards the costs of these food parcels every month. The clothes which are distributed are
generally donations from parishioners. For the past few months we have been distributing 90 parcels a month
to needy families. These families are identified by the community workers working in the respective
communities and at our monthly meetings a report is provided for us by these workers. From time to time we
have been able to supplement these parcels with a corn soya blend which has been donated to us. We were
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Income

Dedicated giving 700,000
Loose Plate Collections 45,250
Donations 42,250

Total income 787,500

Expenses

Diocesan Expenses 395,500
Archdeaconry of Pinetown 3,810
Music and Altar 8,300
Grants 24,000
Ministries 40,700
Office expenses 59,000
Repairs and Maintenance 17,800
Security 5,000
Salaries and wages 108,720
Motor vehicle Expenses 75,675
Electricity and Water 25,000
Gardening 1,750
Refreshments and Catering 10,000
Advertising 300
Visiting clergy 800
Sundry expenses 800
Audit fees 4,000

Total expenses 781,155

Net surplus 6,345

PARISH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, 
PINETOWN

BUDGET 2006 FOR CONSIDERATION 
BY VESTRY

also given a donation of 5 tons of mealie meal which we shared with other parishes and also distributed to our
group. We would like to encourage the communities to take more of an active role in contributing towards these
parcels so that we begin to create independence rather than dependence.

2. Encouraging the development of vegetable gardens. Another way to create independence is to encourage
people to grow their own food. In some communities there are community gardens where members of a
neighbourhood jointly have a garden and in some areas people have enough land at home to have their own
garden. There is always a need for gardening implements, such as watering cans, hosepipes, hoes and
spades. We have been able to facilitate the distribution of some of these tools. We have also started to buy
vegetable seeds in bulk and one of our group very kindly repackages these into smaller packets which are sold
for 50 cents. This means that one person can get a variety of seeds for very little outlay. The idea is that this will
be self sustaining.

3. Monthly visiting. A need for support, particularly emotional support, was expressed by some of the community
workers. One of the ways to address this expressed need was to arrange for members of St John the Baptist to
meet up with community representatives once a month, on a Sunday, to visit the sick with the community
workers. Sometimes the recipients of the food parcels are those receiving visits and sometimes it is just those
who are very sick and in need of some kind of ministry, including ministering to the dying. These visits not only
show support but also are one way that members of St John the Baptist can build relationships with people in
the wider Pinetown community.

4. Facilitating training. In the past year we assisted one member with transport costs so that he could attend a
counseling training course at Hillcrest Aids Centre. We also hosted a Regional training day which was
conducted by the Diocesan Aids worker, Thoko Bhengu. We have also begun to train our members how to
make Memory Boxes. There is always a great need for training by our members as many of them are lay
people who are just wanting to get involved. Training would enable them to provide a better service. It is hoped
that part of the funding that can now be accessed would be for training.

Our group was very blessed
this year to have the services,
for six months, of Charlotte
Hornsby, a USPG volunteer.
She arrived here from the UK
during a hot February and she
spent some time getting to
know Pinetown and what
other organizations operate in
the region. Charlotte decided
to identify a few communities
in which she concentrated
most of her efforts so that she
could at least have an impact
on some communities. She
was able to get around to all
the communities we work with
by the end of her stay here.
With Charlotte’s help we really
saw some communities
making great strides. We all
miss her and are hoping that
another USPG candidate will
be able to come to our parish
in the future. We learnt from
Charlotte’s visit that it is
essential that the volunteer
has their own transport so that
is the next ‘project’. Once
transport has been secured it
will be easier to arrange for
the next candidate.

HIV/AIDS will continue to
have an impact on our
communities for many years
to come and it is also a very

stressful field to work in. Our
group has a constant
membership comprising
interested members from St
John’s as well as
representatives from the
wider Pinetown region. We
use our meetings as a place
to conduct the business of
the group as well as forum
for members to share with
us what is happening in their
respective communities.
This is another way we can
support and minister to
those working in the field. I
would like to thank all
members of our group for
their support and willingness
to get stuck in and do
whatever work needs to be
done. Thank you also to the
wider St John’s community
for your generous giving to
our project as this enables
us to do the work we do.
The clergy have also been
very supportive and I would
like to thank all of them for
the role they have played in
our group. I look forward to
the year ahead and I hope
that we will be able to
continue to encourage
independence as well as
develop in new directions.
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St John’s has chosen to follow the 40 Days of Purpose
Campaign starting the week before Lent – Monday 20th

February 2006.  This course will be presented in the Small
Groups that meet weekly either in the church or in homes with a
teaching from the pulpit on the Sunday following.  The last
preaching will be on Sunday 2nd April, the Sunday before Palm
Sunday.

The course is challenging and calls us to consider for what purpose we exist, with themes such as

What on earth am I here for? You were planned for God©s pleasure
You were formed for God©s family; You were created to become like Christ
You were shaped for serving God, and You were made for a mission

Be sure to join a small group for 6 weeks to consider and discuss the Purpose Driven Life curriculum. Besides the
existing Groups, we are hoping to establish new ones.  It will be easy to find a group – information will be displayed on
the church notice boards over the next few weeks, so keep your eyes peeled.

If you are wanting to know more, speak to your present group leader or any of the clergy.

Discussing the material in small groups: Contribution from Sue Brittion : cell 082 9307474.

A key component of the course is the discussions in homegroups/bible study groups. This is where we have a chance
to talk about what we are reading, to raise questions with each other, to hear what others think and perhaps come to
some decisions about how we will move forward as a result of what we are studying together.

Many in the parish already belong to such groups. Many do not.

We are offering an opportunity at the beginning of this course for people to move from a group that has perhaps
become comfortable and take up the challenge of joining another group, which may stretch us a bit further because

we will not necessarily know in advance more or less what the responses of certain group members will be. Let©s see
if some of us are ready to take this risk!

There will also be some new groups in the parish - and some new group leaders.

People who join a group for the first time will be offered the opportunity to join either an established group or a new
group.

In the background to this course there is an expectation that almost everyone in a parish will be a member of a small
group, unless there are exceptional reasons not to be. So, even if you have never been a member of a small group, or
if you used to be and no longer are, now is the opportunity to explore how this could be for you. It©s an opportunity for
just six weeks, with no obligation to continue after that, unless by then you discover that you want to.

Everyone in the groups will be expected to have a copy of the course book which they will read as part of their Lent
study. These books cost R50 and are already on sale at the parish office or from Vivienne Pyle. If you want to join a
group and find that you simply have not got R50 available right now for a book, please let Vivienne know on 083
2787008, as we don©t want anyone to miss this great opportunity because of the cost of the book.

Lent courses have become a tradition in this parish, and this course is the choice for 2006. So we hope that those
parishioners who often come in Lent will take the opportunity of joining a group as part of their preparations for Good
Friday and Easter.

For any further information on the groups, please feel free to phone me.
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KIZOWN PORTFOLIO
Leigh-Anne Murray-Rawbone

Kidzown 2005 started off with a bang and grew with 40 to
60 youngsters attending per week.

The teachers got to go on a few courses which inspired
them to new levels. With new ideas and the love of God,
our praise and worship section was well received by the
children. We plan to share more of their new songs with
the congregation in 2006.

To give the teachers an opportunity to attend a full
service the children also had craft sessions to release
their creativity.

Junior youth evenings were started at the beginning of
2005 (Grades 1-7). This one hour (Friday 6pm-7pm) was
filled with fun activities aimed at forming bonds amongst
teachers and children alike. Teachers take it in turn to run
these sessions.
If anyone would like to give of their time and energy to
these wonderful fun-loving children, we would love to
have you on board.

The year ended with a Nativity Play on the 24 Dec 2005
with the children doing well to remind us of God’s special
gift.

In 2006 Kidzown will be joining in with the 40 Days Lent
course. We also will be running a Young Saints course
for those children who wish to take communion brfore
being confirmed.

Sadly Goodness has decided to step down from teaching
this year due to other commitments, but has offered to
help when she can.

Kidzown teachers for 2006 are Terri, Lesley, Ruth,
Doreen, Jenni and Leigh-Anne.

On behalf of all at Kidzown we thank you for your
continued support and prayers.


