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Dear Parishioners: Greetings in the name of our Lord!

Vestry

Our vestry meeting on 25th February approved a new structure for Parish Council.

The structure is in-
tended to encourage the active functioning of committees
covering all areas of parish life, ensuring greater co-
ordination and accountability.

The following people were elected to parish council.
Please pray for them and give them your support:

Warden:  Andre Zuidewind
Warden:  Colin Mann
Alternate warden:  Goodness Hadebe
Treasurer:  Mandy McAlpin
Social responsibility: Dot Sanders
Evangelism:  Austin Savage
Education:  Leigh-Anne Murray-Rawbone

Arise and Build:
Young person:

Person without portfolio:  Matthews Buthelezi
Person without portfolio:  Craig Murray-Rawbone

The clergy will also be adopting portfolios. A secretary
and administrator will be co-opted.

We have a strong team in place and can look forward to a
positive year ahead. One of the needs already identified
for the year ahead is that of a stewardship drive.

Thank you to those who have served on council this last
year. | am particularly grateful to Edward Pines, who as
church warden, has been a great support to me.

Jesus Today

It seemed that this book is being studied with much inter-
est in the parish. Thank you to the groups who have
given feedback on it. It has certainly been helpful for the
preachers to receive this. The study of the book will con-
tinue beyond Lent to the end of June.

For me a strength of the book is the fact that it is written
for a broad readership, and that we can confidently rec-
ommend it to all. The author, Albert Nolan writes in the
introduction:

| write in the first place for my fellow Chris-

tians in all their present-day diversity and di-

videdness, but not only for them. | have in

mind also those who no longer go to church

and those who have decided that they can

no longer call themselves Christians. | have

tried to write for those who are searching for

a relevant spirituality, and for those who are

not at all sure that they need a spirituality; for

those who cling to religious beliefs and prac-

tices, and for those who have given up all

such things.

In the parish office there are a few spare copies of the
book for sale.

Lent and Holy week services

We have an interesting programme of services planned,
and look forward to your participation in them. The pro-
gramme is on the next page.

Youth Worker

Together with the Pinetown Methodist Church we have
advertised for a youth worker. The appointed person will
work among young people in both congregations and be
jointly supervised. This is a welcome development and a
good use of resources.

Edward Pines
Carlo Gordon

The advert for the position is contained elsewhere in The
Lantern.

Diocesan Youth Conference

A major event in the diocese this year will be a youth con-
ference. It will take place at the Cathedral on Friday 27"
and Saturday 28" April. The Friday meeting is intended
to be a mass gathering of young people from throughout
the diocese, and the Saturday a workshop with between
five and ten representatives from each parish.

There is much to be

gained from young people gathering together in this way.
We will co-ordinate transport for those young people who
wish to attend the conference. No overnight accommoda-
tion is provided. The cost is R10 per person, which cov-
ers both days.

New Suffragan Bishop

Canon Dr Nkosinathi Ndwandwe was elected on 13" Feb-
ruary as a suffragan bishop for the diocese. He will be
consecrated on 1% May in Kimberley and installed as a
bishop in this diocese on Saturday 12" May at the Cathe-
dral. 1 hope members of our parish will attend this service
at the Cathedral. Please pray for Nkosinathi and his fam-
ily as they prepare for this new ministry.

Confirmation service

This will take place at our church on Sunday 9th Septem-
ber. It will be conducted by Bishop Nkosinathi
Ndwandwe. We look forward to welcoming our new
bishop to the parish.

Please pray for the following candidates who have ex-
pressed an interest in being confirmed this year: Carmen
Fitchat, Paige Fitchat, Zoe Lite, Anastasia Lite, Nomhle
Mbonane, Tekoz Mhlongo, Faren Naidoo, Ayanda Nog-
waza, Hlob’sile Nzuza, Frank Radebe, Mesuli Seme,
Hawu Seme, Hlengiwe Sibisi, Sandile Sibisi, Zama Sibisi,
Kyle Swartz and Ngobizwe Zulu.

Tracey moving on

Tracey Xaba has accepted an offer from her sister to work
in one of her companies. She will be leaving the parish at
the end of March to take up this position in the Eastern
Cape. Tracey has been employed as parish secretary
from July 2006. We are grateful for the work she has
done and wish her well in her new venture.

Anglican Communion

Do developments in the wider Anglican Church interest
you? They have certainly drawn the attention of the me-
dia. It is important that we get accurate information about
what is happening, particularly around the tensions that
are being experienced. We will put up at the back of the
church regular communications on the issues facing the
Anglican church. Already up on the board is the Primates
Meeting Communiqué issued on 19" February after the
meeting in Dar es Salaam. Topics covered included the
Millennium Development Goals, Theological Education,
the Hermeneutics project, the Windsor report together
with a reflection on the Listening process initiated by the
1998 Lambeth Conference, as well as the proposed An-
glican Covenant to accommodate the differences within
the Communion. | would be interested in hearing your
responses to events within the Anglican Communion. We
need to feel that we can impact on the wider church.
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Sunday 25th March
18h00 The Litany of the Thorns at St John’s church

Palm Sunday 1st April

07h00 & Blessing of Palm Crosses,

09h00  Procession and Holy Eucharist at St John'’s
Note: There will be no Evening Worship Service

Monday 2nd April
07h00  Holy Eucharist at St John'’s church
19h00 Taize Service at Pinetown Methodist Church

Tuesday 3rd April

07h00  Holy Eucharist at St John’s church

19h00 Passover to Eucharist: Fellowship Meal in the
Large Hall at St John’s Church

Wednesday 4th April
07h00  Holy Eucharist at St John’s church
19h00 Tenebrae Service at St John’s church

IMPORTANT DIARY DATES FOR LENT & EASTER 2007

Maundy Thursday 5" April

07h00  Holy Eucharist at St John'’s church

19h00 The Evening Eucharist or the Lord’s Supper
and Washing of Feet: St John’s church

Friday 6th April (Good Friday)

06h15 Ecumenical Good Friday service at Durban
ICC: preacher Bishop Rubin Phillip
10h00 A service for young and old at St John’s church

12h00 The Three Hour Service at St John's church:

preacher Dean Fred Pitout

Saturday 7th April
08h00  Preparation of St John's church for Easter
15h00-17h00 Confessions with the clergy

Easter Sunday 8" April

06h00  Service of Light at St John’s church

09h00 Resurrection Eucharist at St John’s church
Note: There will be no Evening Worship Service

VACANCY
YOUTH WORKER

The ideal candidate will:

youth

have experience of working with youth
be capable of working in a context of diversity
model discipleship of Jesus Christ in their lives

advantage.

30" April

To work with the young people of St. John the Baptist Anglican
Church and Pinetown Methodist Church in Pinetown, KZN.

have a passion for the spiritual, emotional and social growth of

be a team worker, accountable to the church® leadership

A modest remuneration package is offered. Own transport will be an

Send 2 page C.V, with contact details of 3 referees, one being your
minister/pastor to admin@ptnmeth.org.za or fax 031 702 0197 by

LAY VISITING
Leigh Ketley

Well - the Lay Visitors have been re-
launched! All we need to really get
going is an eager response from YOU. If

you - men, women and young people,
are able to offer some time to visit other

members of the parish please see Do-
reen Béhmer or Leigh Ketley after morn-
ing services on Sundays. We would also
appreciate your giving us names of sick,
lonely, or shut-ins, as well as newcom-
ers to the parish, so that we can arrange
for someone to visit them.

Contact us on telephones: Doreen —
031 7011831; Leigh — 031 7011647.

We look forward to a areat response!

BISHOPS MOVE AROUND
Contributed by Sue Brittion

A new Bishop Suffragan has just been elected to help the
Bishop of Natal, the Rt Revd Rubin Phillip, with this large
diocese, stretching right up to beyond Newcastle in the
north and down south to the border of the Eastern Cape.
The person elected is the Revd Canon Nkosinathi
Ndwandwe, who has been serving as the Canon Mis-
sioner and rector of Umlazi Parish. Coming originally
from the diocese of Zululand, the bishop-elect has also
served as Associate Dean at our Cathedral in Pieter-
maritzburg.

People will remember that we have been praying for our
other Bishop Suffragan, the Rt Revd Funginkosi Mbhele,
who has been seriously ill. We are pleased that he is
much better, but more rest was recommended for him and
he will resume duties at Easter.

After consultations, Bishop Rubin Phillip has announced

that the areas of main responsibility for each of the three
bishops will change from May, when the new Bishop Suf-
fragan takes up office. So from then, Bishop Rubin Phil-

lip will — in addition to his oversight of the whole diocese -
be primarily responsible for central Durban and all the
parishes north of that, right up the coast to the Tugela
River, our border with the diocese of Zululand. In addi-
tion Bishop Rubin will be responsible for the Cathedral
and for diocesan schools. He will continue to live in Dur-
ban.

Bishop Suffragan Funginkosi Mbhele will now be based in
Estcourt and will be primarily responsible for all the par-
ishes north of Pietermaritzburg. Bishop-elect Nkosinathi
Ndwandwe will be mainly responsible for all the parishes
south of both Durban and Pietermaritzburg.

Pinetown parish is in the Pinetown Regional cluster of
parishes, led by Archdeacon Nigel Juckes of Kloof par-
ish. We will fall within the area of responsibility of
Bishop-elect Nkosinathi Ndwandwe, who will live in Pieter-
maritzburg. We are delighted that we will have an oppor-
tunity of getting to know the new Bishop Suffragan at our
Confirmation service on Sunday o September this year.
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‘MASISUKUME SAKHE / ARISE AND BUILD’

Edward

The Arise and Build vision provides us with an opportunity
to reflect on what we are doing and to try new ways of
doing things which can help us more effectively carry out
our mission as a church.

The parish Arise and Build group, which began meeting
towards the end of last year, decided that it will meet dur-
ing the period that the Arise and Build diocesan vision
runs. From time to time it may make recommendations to
the Parish Council which, after discussion, can be imple-
mented. It will not replace any other groups or meetings,
the annual planning meeting, for example, will still take
place. The Arise and Build group meetings are open for
any interested people of the parish to attend.

May we dare to plant new meaning
Into seeking, searching hearts.
When we honour thoughtful questions,
Truth and freedom we impart.
Grant us courage, grant us wisdom,
Grant us strength to find a way
To reframe the church’s story,
Birth new life each blessed day.

Verse from a Hymn by Rev Peggy McDonagh (2004)

The main question that this group is considering is “How
can we be the church today?”

Some of the issues to be aware of when looking at this

question have been identified by our group and are as

listed below:
Property: The present use of our land and buildings.
Is the space being used optimally? In our planning
ahead we need to anticipate future developments.
Formation of people: There is a need to review and
evaluate our programmes aimed at the education and
spiritual formation of our parishioners: children, youth,
young adults and adults. Should there be a more co-
ordinated approach in these different stages of forma-
tion? Do we have sufficient training in leadership?
Social development: Different groups in our parish
have engaged in this area of work, including the Inter-
denominational Christian care, the AIDS Concern
Group, the Youth, the AWF. It would be helpful to as-
sess the particular needs in our parish community and
try to concentrate efforts at supporting people in meet-
ing these identified needs.
Outreach to people not involved: How can we pro-
vide appropriate opportunities for people to explore is-
sues of faith? How do we determine people’s attitudes
to the church and what they want from it? Could we
conduct a survey?
Development of congregations: In what geographi-
cal areas in our parish is there growth? Do we need to
consider forming new congregations in any particular
areas? Are there ‘categories of people’ in our parish
that need special ministry that our present services
and parish structure are not catering for? How are new
members integrated? Would a new-comers pro-
gramme be valuable in achieving integration and in-
volvement more effectively?
Theological thinking: In looking at the future of our
church, how do we develop a theology for our times?
How can we provide opportunities for theological re-
flection on our context?

Pines

- Communication: There are various tools used — pew
leaflet, announcements, notice boards, website, The
Lantern. While the council has worked on this during
the year and progress has been made we feel that
there should be further work on it.

Our January meeting looked at the topic of communica-
tion which was considered such a fundamental aspect to
all that we do, and needed to be effective to be able to
achieve anything meaningful, both in terms of what we are
communicating and how we are communicating it.

Discussion ranged from “how the office telephone is an-
swered” to “the message communicated” prompting con-
sideration of:

Are we clear about our vision and its implications?
How do we deal with differences of opinion/theology in
our parish?

How do we acknowledge differences, accept them and
move forward?

The group has recommended that a Communication
Committee (which would include the rector) be formed to
oversee aspects of communication. It would be important
that this committee not be seen as having a censoring
role. They should ensure that our media are used to give
parishioners a voice and not restricting it.

We need to ask “what is the church for now, in 2007".
Hence the choice of our Lent book this year “Jesus To-
day” by Albert Nolan, in which we are challenged to think
seriously about the problems, crises and opportunities of
our time and reflecting on Jesus and how he read the
signs of his own times.

As we seek for the right direction for our parish we must
always be conscious of our membership in the wider
church — region — diocese — province and beyond. This
month of March there will be an opportunity of communi-
cating with the region when parishes representatives will
be sharing in there involvement and interaction with ‘Arise
and Build’. An opportunity of learning from each others
experiences locally in our region.

We must also be ready to participate in the lead
up to the ‘Lambeth Conference’ scheduled
for 2008 and become aware of the issues
scheduled for debate which reflect on
implications of being a member
of the Anglican Church. We
hope to make relevant
material available for

you either on

notice  boards
or as hand-

The following prayer is from the
‘United Methodist’ hymnal:

=
p—4

outs.

| pray that | may be free:

From the cowardice which keeps me from new truth,
From the laziness that lets me accept half-truth, and
From the arrogance that lets me believe that | know all
truth.
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NOTES FROM THE MARGINS
by Christopher Cockburn

Where am 1?
Every week | sit, as it were, on the margins of the service.
The organ console is tucked away to one side, and the
notes emerge from pipes tucked away on the opposite
side. Apart from their physical location, they are also not
the most important part of the service. Yet at times those
notes are to be found at the centre of what is happening.

I wonder if this is symbolic of my relationship with the
church? Isn’'t my place in the margins? Not because it isn’t
important to me. Not because | have a problem with
commitment. Not because | don’t have time. More be-
cause ... I'm not really sure whether | belong. No, that's
not because people are unfriendly or unwelcoming. Not
because they are different from me. More because ... I'm
not sure | can identify with what it all means. No, not be-
cause | don't know what | believe. Not because | need to
go on another course which will explain it all to me. More
because ... it's often difficult to see where everything | do
believe, and am most deeply committed to, finds a place
in the church.

Certainly, very many of my beliefs and values and ideas
are gifts from the Christian tradition. What | see as the
best of myself has been formed by that tradition, by
churches | have attended, people | have known, books |
have read. Yet | have to acknowledge that much of that
tradition no longer speaks to me. A troubling gap has
opened up between my understanding of Christianity and
a great deal of what | encounter week by week in ser-
vices. Outside of services, too, | often hear things being
said, by people claiming to speak for all Christians, that
seem contrary to the way | have come to understand the
significance of Jesus. If those were the only voices |
heard, | would not be able to function within the church.

Mercifully, they are not. From time to time | hear a voice
that sounds a new note, persuading me that after all a
change might be possible, that the dry bones can live
again. Albert Nolan is such a voice, but sometimes the
same note can be heard in a sermon at St John’s (indeed,
far more often here than in most places). Sometimes, un-
expectedly, it emerges in casual conversation. These are,
for me, signs of hope. If | could find a way of helping that
note to sound more strongly, it might persuade me to take
a step beyond the margins.

The next edition will be issued on 27" May.
Please get material to Anthony Castleden by 6"
May for it to be included in this edition.

DO REMEMBER THAT THE LANTERN IS
FOR YOU!

ARTICLES AND SNIPPETS ARE ALWAYS
WELCOME. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO
HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE LANTERN
FOR THIS EDITION.

The editor apologises for the delayed issue
of this edition

Arise and Build — a personal view
Andrew has provided such a way by forming the ‘Arise
and Build’ group. The Bishop’s initiative has many dimen-
sions and can be understood in different ways, but an im-
portant part of the way Andrew has taken it up is in en-
couraging us to look at new ways of being the church:
new theological understandings, new liturgical practices,
new ways of making a difference in the lives of individuals
and societies. | believe this is timely. | think there are
many people like me, hovering on the margins (or even
wandering off the page), who would be glad to hear the
church singing a new song, one that makes sense in to-
day’s world but at the same time presents an alternative
to the values currently ruling that world.

Learning to sing a new song (as the Psalmist invites us to
do) will not be easy, but it will be rewarding. It will involve
looking at very fundamental aspects of our faith, listening
to the hard questions asked by those presently outside
the church, and perhaps adding our own. It will require
honesty and openness. It will require thinking ‘out of the
box’, to use the fashionable phrase. It will require us to
discern what aspects of our tradition can be kept as they
are, what aspects might be modified or reinterpreted, and
yes, even what aspects must be left behind. Different
people will have very different ideas about what this en-
tails, so there might be some arguments (as there were in
the early church). But along with the pain that cannot be
avoided when something is brought to birth, there is also
the joy and excitement of new life. There is a sense of
adventure, of moving forward into something more real. If
the prospect of a new song has drawn me in from the
margins, might not many more be drawn in once the
church actually starts to sing it?

Not that the ‘Arise and Build’ group is only for ‘marginal’
people. Elsewhere you can read a perspective from
someone who has been right at the ‘centre’ of St John'’s,
Edward Pines. The view | have given here is personal, not
comprehensive; but if your own experience catches some-
thing of the note | have sounded, why not come along to
the next meeting and add your resonance to it, even just
by listening?

—
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FLOWERS
Jane Whitby

A number of you who visit the church been a boltlﬁtflgghh(atlr;)lgg, but every We run on an average three times a

on a Monday or Saturday will some-

times see men and women involved

with flowers. Yes we do have some
men.

Many years ago, in the time of Fred
Pitout, | was on Parish Council and
the church finances were as usual, a
bit tight and the hall was standing
empty for most of the week. It is en-
couraging to see that we now have to
book well in advance. My good
friend, Althea Higham, who worships
at Holy Trinity Hillcrest, and | had
been asked many times to give some
classes. So | asked Fred if we could
hire the hall. Needless to say our little
contribution to the coffers has not

Ash Wednesday 21°' February 2007
Sermon preached by Sue Brittion

And so it began and we have been
using the hall all this time. It is open
to all - races, creeds don’t matter. We
feel that it is also a way of bringing
people to St Johns. We believe that
this art form, using the medium of
God® creation, is part of our witness-
ing. We do have lots of fun.

WY
S8

year. We have a beginner’s course
which starts from the beginning a
very good place to start!! And then
we go on to the creative one where
we encourage the students to ex-
periment at their own pace. The price
of our courses is R320 for four les-
sons. The next course
runs on Mon 14, 21, 28th May and
4th June for both beginners and crea-
tive. On Sat 26" May and 2™ June
we will run an Ideas for Function
Flowers from 1pm.

Anyone who is interested please feel
free to phone me, Jane Whitby on
031 767 1174
or Althea Higham on 031 765 3084

Isaiah 58:1-8 Psalm 51:1-12
| Cor. 9:24-27 Matthew 6:16-21

A few days ago | saw a video lecture
by a famous archaeologist from Lat-
via.

She was talking about the things she
had dug up and uncovered in her
long career in archaeology, mainly
spent in the countries to the east of
the Mediterranean, Greece, Crete,
Malta, and parts of Europe, Romania,
Bulgaria, the south of France, Po-
land.

One of the many fascinating facts |
discovered was that in many ancient
cultures when someone died the
head of the corpse would be cut off
and the rest of it left out in a specially
demarcated place, for vultures to
come and pick the corpses clean.
When there were several mounds of
clean bones, people would come and
take them all and bury them together
in one grave.

The explanation for this way of deal-
ing with dead bodies was that the
soul was believed to be in the head
of a person, so that was treated dif-
ferently. But the rest of the bodies
were simply being returned to where
we all come from in the first place, all
together, symbolizing that we are all
one and when we die we return to
that unity which is our source.

"Remember that you are dust, and to
dust you shall return.”

We come together at the beginning of
Lent to start the journey through
these weeks to Good Friday and
Easter. We®e eaten our pancakes
and now come to a time of reflection.

For me, there are at least two ways
to use this time of Lent and the en-
couragement we are given to self-
discipline.

One is the way of intense judgement
of ourselves: of probing our behav-
iour and motives in the light of perfec-
tion, of inevitably finding them want-
ing, of feeling oppressed by guilt, and
of so-to-speak punishing ourselves
by denying ourselves our favourite
food or drink — or other more drastic
discipline. Lots of us talk about @iv-
ing up cake — or chocolate — for Lent©
This attitude of self-denial, almost
self-punishment, focuses very much
on me as an individual, and my at-
tempts to make myself a better per-
son and therefore more acceptable to
God.

There is another way of seeing Lent.

| saw the sun rise out of the sea yes-
terday (on Tuesday) morning. Inthe
last few years the only time I®@e done
this is when one of my daughters has
been here from England, staying at
the coast. As | sat by the open win-
dow in Colleen® home at Pennington
with my cup of tea, Bible, prayer book
and notepad, this amazing red globe
peeped up above the horizon. |
watched transfixed as it slowly and
majestically rose out of the sea until |
was looking at the whole of it — like a
red rubber ball, as one of the pop
songs of the seventies had it. Ina
moment or two it disappeared behind
a band of cloud, to emerge again in a
little while as a brilliant orange blaze,

far too bright to look at, its round
shape engulfed in fiery light as it
steadily made its way up the heav-
ens.

But while it was still a red rubber ball
that | could look at without flinching, |
had a real sense of the whole round
world turning towards that coming
light. The grey sea, the houses and
gardens, the birds in their dawn cho-
rus, my chair, my cup of tea, books
and pen, myself — all moving slowly
and unstoppably to meet that light.
The physical sensation stayed with
me until the sun in its glory emerged
from the band of clouds, and | got up
to make another cup of tea.

And | realized then that another way
of seeing Lent is to see ourselves,
not so much engaged in a struggle
against something — against our ten-
dency to eat too many chocolates or
be sharp of tongue or spend too
much money on unnecessary luxu-
ries. It could be a God-given oppor-
tunity to stop and look — at our world
and at God — and see that we are
created to move steadily but surely
towards Christ our light. It could be
an opportunity to realize that what
stops us is often our blindness to the
glory of the love of God, and that the
real sin — much more important than
overeating, or even greed — is the
refusal to accept that we are made in
the image of God and that God loves
us totally and unconditionally, and
accepts us as we are now. We do
not have to and cannot earn God®
love. ltis freely and generously and
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in great abundance showered on us
from the day we are born to the day
we die. Only our blindness or stoni-
ness of heart blocks us from seeing
and knowing this fact.

Perhaps this Lent is an opportunity to
love ourselves more, not judge our-
selves more. An opportunity to love
ourselves the way God loves us, and
find ways of doing that that increases
our self-confidence and our realiza-
tion that we are called to be co-
creators with God in making this
world a better place. An opportunity
to turn away from our selfish nature

to the reality that God sees us as we
really are — creative, positive, good
people, moving steadily closer to God
and loving our neighbours as our-
selves.

For it is only when we really love our-
selves that we can love our
neighbour. And it is only when we
really love our neighbour, when we
see that in a real sense we are all
one, that we can fulfil God® will for us
to live life in all its fullness. Doing
what is good for ourselves, our
health, our relationships, equips us to
do good to our neighbour, in our so-

ciety, as part of a community of God®
people, moving as inevitably towards
God as the world moves each morn-
ing towards the sun.

So this Lent let® turn away from self-
hate to self-love, knowing how much
God loves us and affirming that God
has made us for himself, for Godself.
As we do so, we will find ourselves
more and more able to release that
within us which sees us as part of the
human family. We will be able to
release our passion for justice for all
God® children, all humanity.

As Isaiah says: (ch 58:6/8)
Is not this the fast that | choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.

And God will see it and rejoice.

We close with a prayer of Janet Morley:
O God,
you have made us for yourself,
and against your longing there is no defence.
Mark us with your love,
and release in us a passion for your justice
in our disfigured world;
that we may turn from our guilt and face you,
our heart® desire,
Amen.

WORKING IN PALESTINE/ISRAEL
compiled by Sue Brittion

The Revd Caroline Beech has been working in Jerusalem
for several weeks now. Under the auspices of the Ecu-
menical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and
Israel (EAPPI) — an initiative of the World Council of
Churches — she is part of an international team spending
three months accompanying local Christian and Muslim
Palestinians and Israeli peace activists as they work for
peace and justice in that extremely troubled part of the
world.

Caroline has had a time of briefing on the situation and
the task ahead with the whole group. She has now
started her work based in Jerusalem. Others in the inter-
national team have been sent to towns and villages
throughout the occupied territories. Caroline was able to
fitin a short tour of the Old City, which she appreciated.

Her basic programme includes monitoring checkpoints in
East Jerusalem, accompanying the hospital bus which
picks up children needing dialysis and which needs to get
through checkpoints for which they need certain permits,
and monitoring this process. The team visits a Bedouin
community and a refugee camp and assists with English
conversation classes. And they are called when there
are events like the demolition of Palestinian homes to
make way for the wall being built to completely surround
the areas that the Israelis have decided that Palestinians
can live in.

Caroline has worshipped at the Anglican Cathedral of St
George the Martyr for an Arabic/English service. Ina
conversation afterwards with Fr Hassam, she commented
how the text running through her head all week as she
worked was @esus wept© The local priest showed Caro-

line his sermon notes for the following service — Jesus
weeping over Jerusalem and wanting to gather everyone
under his wings, as a mother hen her chicks. Fr Hassam
went on to say that, even when everything seems totally
hopeless — as it clearly does for many Palestinians — it is
not an excuse to throw up the hands and give up ... we
can still stand and weep and gather people under our
wings like Jesus. Caroline commented that she found
that so strengthening.

It® clear from Caroline® messages — which are posted on
the notice board at the back of the church — that her time
so far in Jerusalem as a peace-maker and accompanier
has been really challenging, and even (to use her words)
too much at times.

But it is clear that her faith is deep and that she has won-
derful resources within her, helping her deal with the diffi-
cult emotions, for example when she stands in endless
gueues accompanying people through checkpoint turn-
stiles — the separation barriers which are the daily life of
local people trying to live ordinary lives. Caroline speaks
of the psalms ringing deep inside, and the Kyri chanting
like a prayer wheel inside her.

As a parish we set aside a few moments each day at 7.00
am and 9.00 pm to pray for the work Caroline is doing, for
the people she is accompanying, and for peace with jus-
tice in Palestine/lsrael. Please join this wave of prayer,
as we support our representative in this very important
work for God.

®ord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord Have mercy.©



The Page 7

Easter 2007

THE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Eddi Wolff

We men do seem to have a problem getting together for fun
and fellowship. Why is this? One of the underlying causes, of
course, is work. | know. It used to be my problem. You get up
early in the morning and rush off to work — the earlier the better,
because you didn’t want to be stuck in traffic. Then you slog
away all day at whatever you do until it is time to go home. This
time, however, you don't leave early but rather later — again, to
miss the traffic. And so your day stretches and by the time you
get home you just want to put your feet up.

It is only natural to say to yourself “come Saturday, I'm staying
in bed until late” and who can blame you? It is also highly rec-
ommended that you do this because it makes you feel good. It
puts you in control. It is your day and no one is going to mess
with it. But ... it is also good for you to, once a month, on the
first Saturday of the month, to break with tradition and get up
early enough to join us for breakfast. We will list a few of the
benefits of such a break with tradition.

1. You get spoilt with a really good breakfast prepared by our
master-chef “le Greg”

2. You get to chat about all manner of trivia (although for some
Rugby and Cricket can hardly be called trivia — it is serious
business. I'm only kidding, guys) with your Brothers in
Christ. Fellowship is what it's all about

3. Then, of course, there are our Guest Speakers. In the past
we’'ve had many diverse subjects that were spoken on and
discussed. We've had testimonies from men in all walks of
life. We've got some more lined up for you. Revd Des
Vaubell from the Mission to Seafarers and some representa-
tives from the CMA (Christian Motorcycle Association) to
name but a few.

But let me tell you about our last visitor, Father
Henry from the Mariannhill Monastery. He spoke to
us about the founder of the Monastery, Abbot
Francis Pfanner. In a little booklet “The Adventurer
— Monk” Abbot Francis is described ‘as a man of
courage with a strong sense of humour ... an
original character, maybe one of the most daring of
his time.’

Father Henry gave us a most interesting bit of his-
tory about the Order of the Trappists, the reason
why Francis Pfanner left the Turks and came to be
among the Zulus, and his subsequent drive and
industrious determination that finally created Mari-
annhill Monastery. This period in history overlaps
somewhat with our own here at St John’s and one
cannot help but wonder if, from time to time, our
ancestor’s paths had not crossed the paths of
those who worked at Mariannhill.

In the not so distant future we will take up Father
Henry’s invitation for a tour around the Monastery
and we invite all interested parties to come along
and join us and members of St John's Heritage
Group. Watch this space.

Apart from this, remember the first Saturday of the
month. It is the day of the Men’s Fellowship Break-
fast and all (men) are welcome. Towards the end
of the year we include the ladies as well.

Please Note. There will be no Breakfast on the
1° Saturday in April as this falls in Holy Week

ST JOHN'S COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY RECORD
Robin Niemeyer

Work is progressing on the history record, albeit a bit slowly at the moment, as some of the chapters still do not have
leaders. We are still looking for two or three people to take on the task of overseeing compilation of chapters. Most
gratifying is that so many people have come forward offering and volunteering their assistance — to look for information,
fetch and carry, typing, proof reading etc.

We already have a significant amount of information in our possession that is being used by the chapter leaders. A
fairly comprehensive list of sources of additional information in and around Durban has been established. Several pa-
rishioners have become involved in looking for information that may be relevant to the various chapters. A detailed list
of documents has been obtained from the diocesan archives in Pietermaritzburg that contains much of interest. Several
parishioners are busy at several sites going through the documentation seeking out items of relevance and interest to
St John’s. The idea is that any new information will be shared among the chapters to obviate the need for several peo-
ple to each visit the same site. There is already a good deal of sharing of information among the chapter leaders.

For anyone interested in helping, looking for information is not ‘rocket science’. With the rough outline of the book in
hand and the sources of information available, all that is required is time to sift through documents and record relevant
facts. Where necessary, photocopies of the relevant pages or documents may be made. With members of the team
gathering and sharing information, the main objective is to obviate overlaps and duplication of work.

It has also been decided that the chapter dealing with the period 1956 — 2007 should in fact be split into two separate
chapters. The new chapters will deal with the periods 1956 -1990 and 1991 — 2007 respectively. This change has
come about due to the large volume of information available for this period.

From what has been gleaned already, it is quite fascinating to see how Pinetown and St John’s have grown, changed
and adjusted to challenges over the 150 years. Where Pinetown initially started off as a tiny, dusty midway stop be-
tween Durban and Pietermaritzburg, it has grown to the present large, thriving industrial town. Some of the events dur-
ing the 150 years make for some fascinating and, at times, very amusing reading! Also interesting are the current place
and street names that relate back to early residents and pioneers.

The first major milestone we are hoping to achieve is having a rough draft of around 20 pages of each chapter ready for
review by mid June 2007.
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PARISH LIBARY

Beryl Rawson
The Parish Library has been re-vitalized
with the addition of another 37 books.
Many of these are very interesting and
include books for children and teens.
Well worth a browse!

With Pat Williams and Cherrie Grant having joined the team, you will notice
the shelves in the back corner of the Church have been tidied, books re-
marked and sorted into the correct order. Please endeavour to keep this
up. Returned books should be placed in the box in the corner marked ‘Re-
turned Books’ and the Librarians will then do the necessary.

You are reminded that although there is

no time limit on borrowing, or cost, for The following are recommended reading from the ‘new’ books:-

the sake of other readers, a month is Food for Life Peter Lee
considered a reasonable length of time The Lord’s Creed George Ingle
to have a book out. There are several A People of Hope Michael Cassidy
books that have not been returned from What the World Counts as Weakness Sister Mary Anne SSJD
being borrowed last year and it would be Success with People — From Jesus with Love
appreciated if these could be returned Marching Orders William Barclay — Teen Read
“expeditiously” — an old word but one that Preparing for Adolescence Dr. J. Dobson — Teen Read
says it all!

WOMEN’'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER CELEBRATED AT ST JOHN’S
Sue Brittion

Friday evening 2" March 2007 saw more than seventy women from many Pinetown churches gathering at St John'’s. to
the sound of the Paraguayan harp. No, not a rather unusual concert. But a very unusual service.

Women's World Day of Prayer is celebrated around the world once a year on the first Friday in March. In Pinetown,
the churches take turns to host this event — and this year was our turn.

An ecumenical group of women from most Pinetown churches planned the service together, using material prepared by
women of Paraguay in South America. Lots of women shared in prayers and readings, the message was preached by
the Revd Claudia Nolte-Schamm of the New Germany Lutheran Church, and the congregation enjoyed singing to-
gether. Colourful posters were displayed, and the lively Paraguayan music was much enjoyed.

After the service, we all had a chance to chat with a couple who are training for the mission field in Paraguay. This was
a special experience which many appreciated.

It has really been a privilege to host this special service, and to be part of a wave of prayer around the world for the 24
hours — as women from Australia right around to the Pacific Islands worshipped together and prayed for peace and de-
velopment, for security and justice, all over the world — but this year especially in Paraguay.

Warm thanks to all from St John’s who contributed to the success of the service, from Jenni Young and her friends who
dramatically introduced the theme “United under God's Tent” to Yvonne Tweedie and her team, who organised the tea
afterwards.

THE CELL PHONE vs. THE BIBLE
submitted by Tony Day

I wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible
like we treat our cell phone?

What if we carried it around in our purses or
pockets?

What if we flipped through it several times a
day?

What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it
Paraguayan Flag - obverse somewhere?

What if we used it to receive messages from the
text?

What if we treated it like we couldn®live without
it?

What if we gave it to our kids as a gift?

What if we used it when we travelled?

What if we used it in case of emergency?

Unlike our cell phone, we don®have to worry about
our Bible being "disconnected" because of an un-
paid bill. Jesus already paid the bill in-full.

And just think--no dropped calls! God hears them

Paraguayan Flag - reverse
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JOIN ME, LORD JESUS
Eddi Wolff

About a year ago | was listening to the radio while driving and | heard the testimony of a young lady that really struck
me. Often we do what she used to do without even thinking about it. We forget to take Jesus with us. I've taken some
license in recounting the story and will write it in the first person as she told it.

Paraguayan
Every morning when | wake up, |
open the curtains, look out at the new
day and say:"Good morning, Lord.
Thank You for this new day. Thank
You for a lovely night’s sleep.” Then |
rummage in my cupboard for some-
thing to wear and ask Him: “Should |
wear this dress or would jeans and a
warm blouse be better? ... | think the
jeans and blouse.” He always agrees
with me. | know.

While | put the kettle on and make
some toast | sing a few songs like ‘I
have decided to follow Jesus’ or
‘Shine, Jesus, shine’. It always gets
me into the right mood for the day.
During breakfast | do my morning
devotions and prayers. That's when |
really talk to the Lord.

When | get into the car to go to work |
ask the Lord to come and sit with me.
“Strap yourself in, Lord. | know you
can't get hurt if we have an accident,
but still, I'll feel better.” On the way to
work | talk to Him about all sorts of
things and ask Him to bless my day
at the office. | talk until | park the car
and then | say to him: "Lord, go and
sit under that tree over there until we
go home because the office is not

nice. There’s always cursing and foul
language, gossiping and dirty jokes.
You won't like it.” At the end of the
day’'s work, we go home and | tell
Him all that’s happened at the office.

That was pretty much the routine un-
til, one day on our way home, | burst
into tears and had to tell Him about
the argument I'd had with my best
friend. She’d blasphemed horribly
and I'd gotten real mad. One thing
led to another and we'd told each
other that we’'d never see one an-
other again. At first | slept fitfully that
night because | was upset. But, as |
prayed | became calm again and |
heard Him say to me: “Let me come
with you to the office.” | didn’'t want
Him there because | didn’t want Him
to see my place of work. Then | sat
bolt-upright in bed. How ridiculous
could I get? Jesus knew exactly
where | worked. He knew everything
about my life. There was nothing |
could hide from Him. Thank You,
Lord.

The next morning | had a spring in
my step and a warm glow in my
heart. | was going to sort things out
with my friend. We took off for work

and, when I'd parked the car | said:
“Join me, Lord Jesus. | want to intro-
duce you to someone.” He came with
me and, when | got to our office |
went looking for my friend. When |
found her she glared at me and | said
to her: “Can we go somewhere pri-
vate. | want you to meet someone.”
We went to her office and closed the
door.

“So? Where's this someone?” she
asked with a smirk.

“He’s right here. His name’s Jesus
and, together with you, He's my best
friend.”

Many tears and quite a few hugs later
we’d forgiven each other.

From then on He’'s come to the office
with me every day. I've introduced
Him to all at work and we now, before
we start our work, sit around a table
with Him, hold hands and ask Him to
be with us and guide and bless us in
whatever we do. The office has
changed. No more bickering, backbit-
ing, shouting or cursing. Now we
have smiles, laughter and peace.

Wherever you find yourself, say “Join me, Lord Jesus”

WORKING ON AN EMMAUS TEAM

If you haven't yet been on an Em-
maus Walk, for whatever reason, ea-
gerly seek the opportunity to go. You
will be blessed “out of your socks”. |
obviously had an appointment with
God in September 2000 when | even-
tually went on the Men’s Walk at Afri-
can Enterprise, Pietermaritzburg. |
had never doubted that God loves
me. On that weekend He showed
me His love, almost to the point
where | wanted to say, “Stop!”

Subsequently, | have worked on a
number of Walks in various capaci-
ties. For each Walk this has entailed
a training day once a month for 4
months, being prepared for teamwork
as well as my own particular respon-
sibilities. For the times when | had to
deliver a talk | was required to prac-
tise my talk during the training time in
front of the gathered team for con-
structive criticism. It also allowed

Morton du Preez
them to “own” the talk with me and to
be ready for any ministry needs that
my talk might release on the day.

The training days were not all about
giving talks, but also gave wonderful
opportunity for worship and fellow-
ship. They also dealt with the practi-
calities of serving the thirty six pil-
grims expected on the Walk. We
were also given the names of all the
team members, as well as the pil-
grims, with a prayer programme.
This enabled us to pray in our per-
sonal prayer time for each pilgrim
and team member individually; at
least three times before the Walk. It
was in this time, too, that | really be-
gan to appreciate what had gone on
before and during my own pilgrim
walk that contributed to making it so
special. There is a whole team serv-
ing by means of practical helps, pro-
viding ongoing prayer support, coun-

selling, watching for special needs
that may arise and finding the right
way of meeting the need, ..... etc. It
all made my job as table leader so
much easier too.

Being Table Leader is like being
House Group Leader, but for three
full days “on the trot”. That is really
special. It presents unique opportuni-
ties to get alongside people that you
never knew before, to draw them out
so that others are encouraged by
testimony and shared experiences, to
plant seeds for God to nurture and
grow, to open windows and doors in
their lives and for them to do the
same for me. | couldn’'t have done it
on my own. Assistant Table Leaders,
the Music Team, Lay Directors and
Spiritual Directors and speakers (the
up front people) all impacted on the
whole experience of each one there.
The backing of the behind the scenes
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Support Team removed the need to
worry about “housekeeping” and al-
lows the other Team members to do
their bit.

During the weekend itself new friend-
ships are cemented. You have FUN

and grow in the process. You grow
some more, maybe as much as on
your initial pilgrimage, although in a
different way. The team members
sleep in team dormitories. This obvi-
ously provides the opportunity for
more fun, practical jokes, shared hu-

other.
time.

All in all it is an energising

That's why | have done it a number of
times in different capacities. How
about you?

and FELLOWSHIP while you work, mour and shared ministry to one an-

EXTRACTS FROM
THE IMITATION OF CHRIST attributed to Thomas A Kempis

Theories most popular at the moment ascribe The Imitation of Christ to two or three men, members of the Brethren of
the Common Life, an association of priests organized in the Netherlands in the latter half of the fourteenth century. That
Thomas Hemerken of Kempen, or Thomas A Kempis as he is now known, later translated a composite of their writings,
essentially a spiritual diary, from the original Netherlandish into Latin is generally admitted by scholars. This Thomas,
born about the year 1380, was educated by the Brethren of the Common Life, was moved to join their community, and
was ordained priest. His career thereafter was devoted to practicing the counsels of spiritual perfection and to copying
books for the schools. From both pursuits evolved The Imitation of Christ. As editor and translator he was not without
faults, but thanks to him The Imitation of Christ is considered, after the Bible, the most widely read book in the world.

THE TRANSLATORS for this English edition
Aloysius Croft and Harold Bolton

Thomas A Kempis, The Imitation of Christ,
(Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.) 1996.

LOVING JESUS ABOVE ALL THINGS
[Book Two — Chapter Seven]

BLESSED is he who appreciates what it is to love Jesus
and who despises himself for the sake of Jesus. Give up
all other love for His, since He wishes to be loved alone
above all things.

Affection for creatures is deceitful and inconstant, but the
love of Jesus is true and enduring. He who clings to a
creature will fall with its frailty, but he who gives himself to
Jesus will ever be strengthened.

Love Him, then; keep Him as a friend. He will not leave
you as others do, or let you suffer lasting death. Some-
time, whether you will or not, you will have to part with
everything. Cling, therefore, to Jesus in life and death;
trust yourself to the glory of Him who alone can help you
when all others fail.

Your Beloved is such that He will not accept what belongs
to another—He wants your heart for Himself alone, to be

knew how to free yourself entirely from all creatures, Je-
sus would gladly dwell within you.

You will find, apart from Him, that nearly all the trust you
place in men is a total loss. Therefore, neither confide in
nor depend upon a wind-shaken reed, for “all flesh is

grass” ! and all its glory, like the flower of grass, will fade

away.

You will quickly be deceived if you look only to the out-
ward appearance of men, and you will often be disap-
pointed if you seek comfort and gain in them. If, however,
you seek Jesus in all things, you will surely find Him.
Likewise, if you seek yourself, you will find yourself—to
your own ruin. For the man who does not seek Jesus
does himself much greater harm than the whole world and
all his enemies could ever do.

!lsa. 15:6

enthroned therein as King in His own right. If you but

READING THE HOLY SCRIPTURE

. TRUTH, not eloquence, is

to be sought in reading the
' / Holy Scriptures; and every

part must be read in the
spirit in which it was writ-
ten. For in the Scriptures
we ought to seek profit
rather than polished dic-
" tion.
‘ Likewise we ought to read
‘ simple and devout books
as willingly as learned and
profound ones. We ought
not to be swayed by the
authority of the writer,

| am the
bread of life

[Book One — Chapter Five]

whether he be a great literary
light or an insignificant per-
son, but by the love of simple
truth. We ought not to ask
who is speaking, but mark
what is said. Men pass away,
but the truth of the Lord re-
mains forever. God speaks to
us in many ways without re-
gard for persons.

Our curiosity often impedes
our reading of the Scriptures,
when we wish to understand
and mull over what we ought
simply to read and pass by.

If you would profit from it,
therefore, read with humility,
simplicity, and faith, and
never seek a reputation for
being learned. Seek willingly
and listen attentively to the
words of the saints; do not
be displeased with the say-
ings of the ancients, for they
were not made without pur-
pose.
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Mark 11:1-11

Jerusalem, some 2,000 years
ago. It was the beginning of Pass-
over Week — the Passover, the most
important time in the Jewish religious
calendar, a time when all good Jews
tried to make the pilgrimage to Jeru-
salem. A Roman governor once es-
timated that more than two million
came to the Holy City to sacrifice
lambs as a thanksgiving to God for
their freedom from slavery in Egypt.
Jerusalem was under Roman occu-
pation, and so Passover was also a
time of tension with religious and na-
tional feelings running high. And it
was this moment that Jesus chose to
declare himself to the world as the
Son of God. He rode into Jerusalem
on a donkey, with the crowd hailing
him as their long-awaited king. They
shouted “blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord” — the expres-
sion ‘he who comes’ is another way
of saying ‘Messiah’.

For 1,000 years the Jews had
looked for the ‘golden age’, a time
when they would conquer all the na-
tions and become masters of the
world. They believed that God would
help this to happen by sending a
Messiah, a new king who would lead
them to victory on the battlefield. As
Jesus rode into Jerusalem the crowd
spread palm branches as a royal wel-
come, and shouted “blessed is the
coming kingdom of our father David”.
The long-awaited descendant of King
David had come in triumph, God’s
campaign of military conquest was
about to begin. At last, here was the
call to arms.

But in all their excitement, there
was something the crowd didn’t seem

STUDIES IN CHRIST

Palm Sunday Reflections - 2003

to have noticed. Jesus was riding a
donkey.

In those days, when a king went
to war, he rode a horse as a sign of
power. But when he went among his
own people, he rode on a donkey as
a sign that he’d come in peace. This
Messiah, this descendant of King
David, hadn’t come to them in tri-
umph with a call to arms. The Son of
God had come in peace to bring the
truth to people — the truth about the
real nature of his Father. And as
Isaiah and others had prophesied, he
hadn’t come as a king but as a ser-
vant — a servant who was to suffer
and die to save his people. At Pass-
over, a time when thousands of
lambs would be sacrificed, the king
had come to give himself as a final
sacrifice for the sins of mankind. It
was to be a sacrifice not made by
priests on a Temple altar, but by Ro-
man soldiers on a cross.

It's a dangerous thing to tell ex-
cited and emotional people that their
long-held and cherished ideas are all
wrong. When the crowd realised
later that week that Jesus had come
to tell them just that, they turned
against him. In their bitter disap-
pointment, the cries of ‘blessed is he
who comes’ and ‘hosanna’ turned
into ugly shouts of ‘crucify him’.

There has been much debate over
the centuries about who was to
blame for what happened on Good
Friday. The crowd? We might not
have reacted very differently to them
under the circumstances.

The religious establishment?
They had a duty to maintain law and
order, and here was a troublemaker.

" # $% &

Some years before, after a major
anti-Roman riot at a Passover, the
Romans had crucified hundreds of
Jews as a deterrent against it hap-
pening again. Surely it was better to
let one man die so that the Jewish
people could live in peace, and go on
making their sacrifices in the Tem-
ple? Yet the irony was that God had
told his people, through the Old Tes-
tament prophets, that he didn’'t want
all those Temple sacrifices; he told
them that he just wanted people to
love and obey him. The tragedy was
that they didn't listen.

Perhaps God does move in mys-
terious ways, because, about 40
years later when the Jewish people
did finally revolt against Roman rule,
the Roman army completely de-
stroyed the Temple in Jerusalem —
and the Jews never rebuilt it. And
with the end of the Temple came the
end of animal sacrifices. God had
given the world the ultimate demon-
stration of his unchanging, limitless
love for mankind with the sacrifice of
his own Son on a Roman cross, and
by his glorious victory over death
three days later.

In the events of Holy Week we
can see the real truth about our God.
He is a God who says “you can revile
me, mock me, kill me on a cross, but
whatever you do to me, | will never
stop loving you.” This is the loving
God he’s always been. The merciful
God he is today. And the compas-
sionate God he always will be.

Unfortunately | do not know the
author of this item - Editor

Be sure to put your names on the lists in the porch and make your R50 donation towards costs.
Speak to the clergy if you wish to attend but need help in any way.

How the Holy Eucharist developed from the Passover Meal

As a typical Jewish Chavurah (a fellowship group of disciples around their rabbi), Jesus often met to
share a fellowship meal together with his disciples. At the Last Supper, they met as a Chavurah to
celebrate Passover. At that meal, Jesus instituted what has become the Eucharist.

Bread and wine were common elements of Chavurah meals and were not restricted to Passover. Thus the Eucharist as
the Christian Chavurah meal came to be known, could be celebrated frequently, not just at Passover. After Jesus’ res-
urrection, his disciples met on a weekly basis on a Sunday - the day of resurrection. The disciples believed that their
Lord was truly present through the bread that was shared at the beginning of the meal and also in the wine that was
shared at the conclusion. Those present contributed the food and drink, thus the early Eucharists were meals in the
usual sense though they were also ‘bring and share’ events.

Over time the sacredness of the Eucharist celebration developed. The fellowship meal and the consecration of the
bread and wine became detached from one another to become two separate events - the Agapé feast and the Eucha-
rist. Eventually the Agapé meal ceased all together, the exact reasons for this, now lost in antiquity.



