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And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world.
1 John 4:14
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RECTOR’S REPORT TO
VESTRY

As God’s chosen ones, holy and be-
loved, clothe yourselves with compas-
sion, kindness, humility, meekness,
and patience. Bear with one another
and, if anyone has a complaint
against another, forgive each other.
And above all, clothe yourselves in
love which binds everything together
in perfect harmony. And let the peace
of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
you were called in the one body. And
be thankful. (Colossians 3:12-15)

Introduction

In reviewing this past year we, as a
parish, have much to be thankful for.
While there have been struggles and
frustration, our faith has kept us
faithful to our calling as a church to
be good news people and to share
the good news with others. Thank
you to everyone who has contrib-
uted to the life of the parish.

We indeed have a rich parish in
terms of our diversity. We need to
make the most of this, being open to
one another’s differences and re-
specting the theological traditions
and varying spiritualities that the
members who make up our parish
value. Opportunities to listen to one
another, and engage with these dif-
ferences need to continue to be pro-
vided.

In my own vision for the parish, | am
working towards the establishment
of a faith tradition and spirituality
that is real and relevant to all in our
context. It involves taking the Bible
seriously and bringing it to life in a
way that provides meaning and a
lasting hope for us all.

Our faith in Jesus Christ is the cor-
nerstone of our church and all minis-
try. God’s Holy Spirit, who helps us
to pray, and strengthens and guides
us, also leads us into compassionate
action in our communities, such as in
caring for those who are infected
and affected by HIV/AIDS. Let us be
open to His Holy Spirit that we may
fulfill fully God’s purposes at St
John'’s.

| commend to you the reports con-
tained in this edition of The Lantern
as a sign of what God has done and is
continuing to do through us all.

Clergy team

Doreen Bohmer joined the clergy
team following her ordination to the
deaconate on 1 December at the
Cathedral. We appreciate the gentle
and organized way in which she ex-
ercises her pastoral gifts. We have a
gifted clergy team. | am grateful to
Revds Caroline Beech, Anthony Cas-
tleden, Sue Brittion and Doreen
Bohmer for their committed ministry
to the parish as self-supporting
clergy. We are privileged to have
this strong team.

Wardens

Our wardens, André Zuidewind and
Richard Cliiver, and alternate war-
den, Goodness Hadebe, have pro-
vided wisdom and direction to the
parish, which | value. We thank
them for their hard work. Our
thanks too, to Colin Mann who was
elected a warden at the Vestry meet-
ing and served until his resignation.
Thank you to our parish councilors
who have given selflessly of their
time in guiding and supporting the
work of the parish. Our parish coun-
cil structure will change to some ex-
tent in the new year.

Staff

Three people have filled the position
of parish secretary during the year:
Tracey Xaba (Gumbi), until she
moved to the Eastern Cape; Ntha-
beleng Lebeko, until the birth of
Unathi; and Rose Bernhard, who has
now been employed on a permanent
basis. | am most grateful to Tracey
and Nthabeleng for their conscien-
tious work in the office. Rose has
taken quickly and enthusiastically to
the work and we wish her a happy
stay with us. Our Verger, Innocent
Zungu, was dismissed and replaced
by Sam Shezi who has settled in well.
Thanks to Innocent for his seven
years of service to the church. Luise
Joubert and Val Williams have
helped out in the office and with ty-
ing — thank you to them both.

Ministries

My thanks to our layministers who
undertake a variety of ministriesin a
conscientious way, building us all up.
The Care Group, co-ordinated by
Margaret Castleden and Morag
Davidson, have, like many others in
the parish, worked ‘behind the
scenes’ in making real God’s love to
all.

We reluctantly relinquished the
chaplaincy of Fulton School for the
Deaf (entailing a weekly service at
the school) to the Hillcrest Parish (at
their request). Thanks to Revd Caro-
line Beech for her faithful and crea-
tive ministry to this school over a
number of years.

Our organist, Christopher Cockburn
has continued to enrich our worship
experience through his music and
creative liturgies. We value his con-
tribution to our parish in this way.

Young people

Despite various efforts during the
year to find a suitable youth worker
to employ at St John’s, we were not
successful. Our thanks to Morton du
Preez for his leading of “teen church”
(meeting of youth on Sunday morn-
ings), Alison Warmback for helping
the youth get restarted on a Friday
evening, and Elkanah Matthew, who
worked part-time as a youth co-
ordinator for a few months. The
establishment of a committee and
the presence of older youth mem-
bers will help in sustaining this minis-
try in the absence of a youth worker.

We are grateful to the creative min-
istry of our Kidzone teachers and
their superintendent, Leanne
Murray-Rawbone. Ministry to our
young people remains a priority.

Finances

Thank to everyone who has sup-
ported the parish financially. With-
out your financial contributions none
of our ministries would be possible.
Thank you to those who helped with
managing the finances, particularly
our treasurer, Mandy, who has given
a number of years of dedicated ser-
vice and Jayne Zuidewind who has
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worked hard in her first year as our
Dedicated Giving Recorder.

Grounds

The maintenance work and im-
provements done in the graveyard
by the Heritage Group, (chaired by
Rob Niemeyer), and the compilation
of a comprehensive record of our
grave sites and Garden of Remem-
brance niches, is much appreciated.
Errol Greenslade, together with oth-
ers, has given much time to this. |
am grateful to Max Gibbons, and
others who have worked quietly in
the gardens of the church, ensuring
that we move in the necessary “wa-
ter-wise” direction.

Communication

We are a large parish and continue
to respond to the challenge to com-
municate clearly to all. Revd An-
thony Castleden has been decicated
in his production of The Lantern.
We need to continue to devise ways
of communicating to those beyond
the parish. The parish website, ably
maintained by Barbara McAlpin, is
useful in this regard. Let us make

God’s work at St John’s better
known.

Ecumenical relations

Clergy of the parish have continued
as active members of the Pinetown
Ministers’ Fellowship. Our members
have supported the Interdenomina-
tional Christian Care and the Seniors’
Day Centre and we have participated
in Holy Week and Ascension day ser-
vices. Our regular evening Medita-
tions have attracted members of
other churches.

Archdeaconry, diocese and province
St John’s financial contributions to
Christ the King ended in 2007. Their
congregation have expressed their
most sincere thanks for all that St
John’s has contributed to their de-
velopment over many years. We
thank Archdeacon Nigel Juckes who
concluded his ministry as archdeacon
of our region, and we welcome the
new archdeacon, Revd Johan
Vilakazi, the rector of the parish of
Umhlathuzana. On swop Sunday we
welcomed Revd Victor Makhubu, the
rector of Christ the King,

Mariannridge, to our Sunday ser-
vices. In our diocese Nkosinathi
Ndwandwe was consecrated as a
bishop in our Episcopal area, and we
look forward to working closely with
him. Within the Anglican Church of
Southern Africa Archbishop Njon-
konkulu retired at the end of the
year and has been succeeded by
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba.

Conclusion

At the end of the year we had 396
(“units” — individuals or families) on
the parish roll. During 2007 there
were 6 baptisms, 14 candidates con-
firmed and 18 members died.

There are a number of areas in our
parish requiring people’s help: we
need to continue a focus on good
stewardship. Let us commit our-
selves to God and one another in
2008 that we may experience much
growth in our faith journey and as a
parish. Thanks be to God!

Revd Dr Andrew Warmback

REPORT OF THE ANGLICAN WOMEN'’S FELLOWSHIP

Yvonne Tweedie (President)

We have +-40 members on our register, of whom about 25-30 attend regularly. The AWF is a ministry within the
church. Itis a parish based organisation and our first obligation is to our parish. Our motto is “United in prayer, ser-
vice and love”. Our aims are:- Prayer and Worship, Mission and Witness, Fellowship and Study, Service and Stew-

ardship.

We started the year with our annual New Year lunch which was most en-
joyable. During the year we had various speakers on different topics. Rev.
Warmback lead a bible-study, we visited Christ the King for our monthly
Eucharist service, followed by tea and fellowship. Our annual coffee morn-
ing, where people from different churches are invited to attend, was a
great success. Some of our members visited a home for the blind in Sher-
wood where we chatted and had tea. They really appreciated this. This
year we hosted the Women’s World Day of Prayer. We contribute to In-
terdenominational Christian Care by making soup on a regular basis and
sending it over to Steve’s Kitchen where it is distributed. Money collected
at our meetings is also contributed to this cause. R100 is given monthly to
Ukukhuthaza, the St John’s AIDS support group. Members are kept busy
knitting and crocheting blanket squares, beanies, scarves, jerseys etc which
are donated to Friends of Umgeni Hospital in Howick, Zimbeleni Old Age

Home in Clermont, and Clouds of Hope Children’s Home in Underberg. We
are not a fund raising society but money from our Sales Table at meetings,

cake sales, jumble sold, is distributed to various charities at the end of the

year. We acquired one new member during the year but would love to get
some new members.

NEXT
LANTERN EDITION

The next edition will be issued in

March 2008. Please get material

to Anthony Castleden for inclu-
sion by 17" February.

DO REMEMBER THAT THE
LANTERN IS FOR YOU!
I AM ALWAYS MOST
APPRECIATIVE OF ARTICLES.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE
CONTRIBUTED TO THE LANTERN
FOR THIS EDITION.
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STORM BEFORE THE CALM
a daily reading from “Our Daily Bread” submitted by June Morse

The small church was struggling, and everyone
knew why. Two elderly church members had a con-
flict, and the people had divided their loyal ties be-
tween them, which made any kind of progress im-
possible. They blatantly disregarded Jesus' instruc-
tions on forgiving others.

A new pastor came to the church and spent several
weeks teaching about forgiveness and trust. For a
while, the people stuck to their divided loyalties and
continued to slog along in their stagnant pool of dis-
trust.

After much prayer, the pastor felt directed by the
Lord to take action. So during a morning service, he
called on the two men to stand and then asked
them to forgive each other. He knew that if the
church were ever to have peace again, a storm of

confrontation had to occur. The men faced off,
paused, and then embraced.

Tears ran down their faces as each begged the
other for forgiveness. Forty-five minutes later, the
crying and hugging and forgiving throughout the
congregation finally stopped. The church was revi-
talized to serve together as a loving community for
the glory of God.

Forgiveness is a powerful thing, bringing a comfort-
ing calmness. With it, we can enjoy harmony with
God's people; without it, the storm continues. -
Dave Branon

Forgiveness is Christianity in action. If you forgive
men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you. Matthew 6:14

APPEAL FOR STAMPS
Rhea Gwynn

This is a reminder to all that | collect used postage stamps for the Bible Society's fundraising efforts. They
welcome all stamps (EXCEPT the standardised SA ones) - just tear the stamps off the envelopes, leaving
about a 2cm paper border - they remove will soak them off, etc. Please place your contributions in the
office foyer pigeon hole for my attention.

PLANNING DAY REPORT - Rector

Our parish planning on 26 January was well attended. We were reminded of people’s vision for the church
expressed at the previous planning session (11 November), received a report from the clergy day away, and
discussed in small groups particular goals: reflecting on our roots, youth, stewardship, and outreach to
Nazareth. A report will be compiled on the results of these proceedings for Parish Council’s consideration
and for further action.

In terms of the way forward, those present agreed to the following:

hristian growth, in knowledge (study),

our relationship with God and in living
this out, would be our overall goal for this
year and beyond.

In all we do God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit would be central;
we should embrace diversity, with openness and willingness
to change; and show love towards one another and exercise
compassion to all.

rayer would undergird all our actions, with a particular In order to strengthen our youth and con-
focus on healing and strengthening ourselves during the tribute to the future of our church, it was

five weeks preceding a period of “restoration” (1-9 March), also felt that efforts to employ a youth

which would provide the opportunity for forgiveness, recon- worker/pastor should continue.

ciliation and letting go of the past. (The clergy will work out

the details of this focus.)

Thank you to all who attended the planning. Growth in our parish requires the commitment and involve-
ment of all. Let us work together to achieve what we believe God has called us to.
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As with most reports in the past
regarding Church Fabric, there is
not much to report as not much
work has been done, in relation
to what needs to be done. There
are various reasons for this, with
the most important being lack of
funds. Most of the maintenance
that is required would be very
time consuming and would there-
fore require us to get in contrac-
tors, which can be rather costly.
At present we do not have a large
budget for maintenance.

We have managed to do certain
jobs, however, and a special word
of thanks goes to Anthony Cas-
tleden for arranging for the
kitchen floor to be repainted, at
no cost to the parish.

PARISH FABRIC

Andre Zuidewind

The lantern lights were replaced
with energy saving lamps. Unfor-
tunately when they were being
replaced, we realized that two of
the fittings were broken due to
old age. These will have to be
replaced at a later stage. An en-
ergy saving floodlight was also
installed to improve the lighting
for the choir. Special thanks to
Morton du Preez, Craig Murray-
Rawbone, Sean Cremer, Peter
Zuidewind, Edward and Hugh
Pines for their help. It is a long
way up there!

Following the rains, a leak devel-
oped in the roof, which | was able
to fix by replacing those and
other broken/cracked roof tiles.

EVANGELISM
Austin Savage

| am planning to replace the bro-
ken gutter and fascias above the
entrance to the church shortly.

The most urgent jobs that need
to be done are upgrading the la-
dies’ and men’s toilets, and up-
grading the verger’s room. These
unfortunately are going to be
costly projects. The Social Events
committee have already advised
me that they would like to spon-
sor the upgrading on the toilets,
if not fully then at least partly,
starting with the ladies’ toilets. If
any other group or individual
would like to sponsor a project or
contribute towards a project,
please advise me. We really need
your help.

The parish council decided, together with some house group leaders to do the following courses:

Jesus Today by Albert Nolan, a
book grounded on the spiritual
life of Jesus.

The life of Jesus was radical; he
challenged the authorities of
the church and displayed his
own spirituality of truth and
love.

More than ever today people
hunger for spiritually things and
thirst for knowledge and Jesus
is still relevant today as he was
over 2000 ago.

Later in the year, during the season of social justice, the house groups
were encouraged to do a short study called The Oikos Journey, pub-
lished by Diakonia Council of Churches.

We examined the concern for the economy and also the ecology.

God’s rules for the economy are different to the current world view.
God asked us to care for the hungry, destitute and poor.

The world economy is destroying its environment in the pursuit of

wealth.

We need to preserve our environment and at the same time create
employment and share resources in an equitable manner.

We need to continue to pray and ask God for guidance in our life. He
is the Good Shepherd and He does care for his sheep.

“Call to Me all ye that are heavily laden and |
will give you rest. Take your yoke upon me for
my yoke is easy and my burden light”.

| wish thank Andrew and the Parish Council for their

support during 2007.

LENT COURSE ON GOD’S CREATION

This five week course starts in the week of 10 February and runs for 5 weeks. If you would like to join a
small group for the period of Lent please speak to Revd Sue Brittion.
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HERITAGE GROUP

During the past year, there have been very positive activities
in the graveyard. Many parishioners will have noticed that
there is now a regular garden service cutting the grass every
fortnight. The palm trees along the pathways have been re-
moved. This had been a concern for some time, as the pips
from the trees could be dangerous under foot. There was a
danger of someone slipping on the pips and having a serious
accident. With the palm trees gone, this potential problem
area has thankfully been removed.

The project to mount row markers in the graveyard has been
completed. These markers have been painted white with the
row indicator shown on each pole. The records of the grave-
yard and Garden of Remembrance have been updated. An
electronic and printed copy of the records, together with
plans of the graveyard and Garden of Remembrance has been
supplied to the parish office. The records together with the
row markers will hopefully assist visitors to find the graves of
their loved ones without too much trouble.

Earlier in the year, a maintenance team from the Common-
wealth War Grave Commission (CWGC) cleaned and painted
the headstones and crosses in the Anglo-Boer war grave site.
As a favour, they also did maintenance on the Anglo-Zulu war
grave site. Subsequently, St Johns has entered into a contract
with the CWGC to maintain the Anglo-Boer war site. The
CWGC provides a monthly payment to St Johns for this main-
tenance.

Thanks to donations from the Sons of England Trust and St
Finbars Lodge, a retaining wall has been erected around the
Anglo-Zulu war site and the surface levelled off. Another do-
nation has provided for a picket fence to be erected in front of
the garden refuse dump to hide the eyesore.

Thanks go to the members of the Heritage Group for all their
hard work throughout the year. Without their hard work, in-
terest, enthusiasm, perseverance and dedication, the projects
mentioned above would probably not have seen the light of
day.

Sincere thanks go to Robin Niemeyer, who in many ways, is
the ‘father’ of the Heritage Group, and who has shepherded
the group’s enthusiasts in their hard work at St John’s as well
as encouraged and lead them to discover other exciting re-
gional heritage in KZN. Robin has decided to lay down the
mantle of this leadership: once a new chairperson is elected,
the Heritage Group will be planning its activities for 2008 and
beyond.

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP
Janet Williams

During 2007, our Group was saddened
by the unexpected loss of our environ-
mental leader and expert, Delise Coad.
Rev Andrew, himself also an expert, has
been a source of innovative ideas, and
in particular has negotiated with Chris-
topher Cockburn’s wife, Karen, to pro-
vide advice on the indigenous develop-
ment of the church gardens.

We co-ordinated meetings of the Pine-
town Archdeaconry Group on the 10%"
March, 2" June, and 29 September,
with our next meeting due on the 12
January 2008. Our own meetings were
held on the 7" February, 31° March, 5t
June, 4™ August, 29" September and 6"
November.

We have undertaken the following:

= Regular Eco Tips in the Pew Leaflet

= Environment Sunday on 6" May, with
picnic afterwards

= Collect-A-Can drums on the property

= Recycling bins in the kitchen

= Vegetable garden in the sand pit

= |ndigenous plant sale at the church

= Planting of an indigenous tree by the
Bishop on Confirmation Sunday

= Qutreach to other parishes

Our plans for 2008 include:

= Show and discuss Al Gore’s film “An
Inconvenient Truth”

= Plan an Environment Sunday in May

= Collaborate with the Archdeaconry
Group in organizing an Environment
Weekend in April, to be facilitated by
Alistair Clacherty, an Environmental
Consultant involved in school syllabus
development

= Practical involvement of other par-
ishes

= Encouragement of active participa-
tion by St John’s members
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KidZown
Leigh-Anne Murray-Rawbone

teacher numbers; however “when the going gets

two young people join us, Faren and H’lobisile, to

with the older group.

all enjoyed.

talents.

encouraged to join youth groups which are run by
other churches in the Pinetown area.

The year 2007 was a challenging one with regards to

tough” —trust in God. With a little bit of restructuring
and answered prayers, we were on our way. We had

teach the pre-school group, and Craig who assisted

The year flew by and ended with two parties which we

The Christmas Eve nativity presentation was well per-
formed by those who weren’t away on holiday. Kate,
Debbie and James helped with their God-given musical

Unfortunately the Friday Junior Youth evenings came
to an end. Those children who attended have been

SENIOR YOUTH
Elkanah Matthews

Last year, our Senior Youth started again
and has been growing steadily and strong.
Last year we visited St Agnes and went to
the Pavilion and watched a couple of DVDs
concerning life and all its dangers. This
year we hope to grow move in the Spirit
and in numbers and to have the most fun
that we can! | attended a Youth Conference
in December and gained a couple of skills to
help our youth.

| wish everyone a good year and blessings
to all those who are in school. Don’t forget
to attend Youth on Fridays’ from 6.30 p.m.
to9 p.m.

Judging by a recent Friday evening youth
gathering at StJB in January, the Senior
Youth are really alive and strong. ED

MEN’S MINISTRY
Morton du Preez

During the second half of last year, twelve men
from the parish went away for a fulfilling weekend
of fellowship, worship and teaching. An observa-
tion was made that the men's breakfast had served
its purpose and that something new was needed to
take its place. During one of the fellowship sessions
the desire for men to meet for regular fellowship,
worship and teaching was raised. Out of this was
borne the present Men's Ministry.

We meet regularly on a Thursday evening at the
church for strictly 1% hours — from 19h00 to 20h30.
If all those men who had attended at least one eve-
ning were to gather together we would num-
ber about 15.

Our studies for the first seven sessions come from a
book entitled C.I.A. - Church in Atrophy by a Presby-
terian pastor from the Tzaneen area, by the name
of Gary Ninneman. It certainly has been interesting,
topical and challenging.

The next series of teachings will use material from a
book entitled "An introduction to The Old Testa-

ment Template - Rediscovering God's principles
for discipling all nations”. The author, Landa Cope,
is founding International Dean of YWAM's (Youth
With a Mission) University of the Nations in Geneva,
Switzerland. As Michael Cassidy says in the Fore-
word, "... the earth is God's special arena for prac-
tising and working out His love, justice and right-
eousness.... in individual nations." He goes on to
say this book "... is a passionate appeal to the Lord's
people to join in the study and search for God's na-
tion building values." We hope to not only learn
about scripture but also look for real life application
in our everyday lives.

While the teaching and learning is important, wor-
ship and fellowship also feature strongly in Mens’
Fellowship on Thursdays. We thank Greig Brimer
and Pieter Jordaan for sustaining our time of wor-
ship that starts each evening.

All men in the parish are most welcome. For more
information, talk to Rev Anthony Castleden, Eddi
Wolff or Morton du Preez.
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LIBRARY NEWS - Beryl Rawson

Herewith a list of the new additions to the church library:-

The Words of Martin Luther King ... Coretta Scott King........ Christian Faith

The Silent Path.....cooiicciieiiecciiies e esrrreee e Meditation

Last Day Events .........cccceeeeeeeeeennn. Ellen G. White............. Bible Study

Jesus Today ....oovvvveiieeeiieieeiiicce, Albert Nolan................ Reference
First StEp Bible ..ooevvieiiieieeeeeeeeeees e Children

HOUSEGROUPS - Sue Brittion

Housegroups have been meeting
regularly throughout the vyear,
with many going into recess dur-
ing school holidays. Leaders
have met once a month for fel-
lowship, sharing, learning and
prayer together. These meetings
have been very well attended.

Most groups studied Albert
Nolan's book YYesus today' during
Lent and in the weeks following
Lent. Themes from the book
were also picked up in many of
the Sunday sermons. Group
members were encouraged to
feed questions or problems from
the group study to the clergy, so
that these could be addressed in
the Sunday sermons.

During August, the two-yearly
Social Justice Season was marked
by many churches in the Durban
region, of many denominations.
St John's joined the ecumenical

studied 'The Oikos Journey', a
study of economic and environ-
mental justice. Some members
went on the exposure visits ar-
ranged during the season: those
who went found it an eye-
opening experience.

Oon 8" September a re-
treat/training day for leaders was
held at Mariannhill Monastery
Retreat House. Some leaders
were unable to come for the day,
or for part of it. Those that did
attend expressed appreciation
for the spiritual input and time of
quiet, as well as for the training
in a different way of doing bible
study.

The last group leaders' meeting
of the year took the form of an
informal evaluation of the lead-
ers' meetings. Appreciation was
expressed for the meetings, from
which several leaders found they

ASH WEDNESDAY

There will be the ‘imposi-
tion of ashes’ at 3 services:

07hr00
09hr00
19hr00

God had called them to. Sharing
in prayer and being able to dis-
cuss particular material was also
appreciated, and the leadership
of the group was affirmed.

Plans are under way to run the
diocesan course on Creation ar-
ranged by the diocesan environ-
ment committee at Bishop
Rubin's request during Lent. Itis
planned to use this opportunity
to offer the groups to new people
in the parish, as well as to people
who do not at present belong to
such a group.

Those who do belong to a
housegroup mainly find that they
become an important time on
the regular calendar, not only for
the stimulation of thinking and
studying together, but also for
the fellowship and support of-
fered.

fellowship and several groups | gained strength to do the work
BRASS CLEANERS CORPORATE PRAYER
Rhea Gwynn Liz Castleden

We still desperately need more mem-
bers on our team - at present there
are only 6 of us, so we only clean the
brass once a fortnight! At this time
we do a duty once a month - the more
folk there are, the less often ones turn
comes around! | KNOW itis nota
"nice" job, but it has to be done!

Most of us go in on a Friday morning
to do the job, but if that does not suit
you, an arrangement can be made for
a Saturday morning! Please speak to
me or one of the clergy!

We meet on a Sunday evening at 6 p.m. in the chapel, for
half an hour. Thank you, Lord, for sending people who are of
one mind and in unity in your Holy Spirit. Thank you too
Lord, for the privilege of being able to “stand in the gap” for
St John’s. Thank you Lord, for answering prayers. Thank
you, Lord, for blessing us during that time spent with You!

All are welcome — COME, now is THE time for prayer and
worship!

Jim Cymbala in his book “Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire” writes:
“God birthed the church in a prayer meeting, yet church
prayer meetings today are almost extinct. What does this say
about our churches today?”
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PASTORAL CARE

Doreen B6hmer
The following are five of the many areas of Pastoral Care at St John’s. Come and share God's love with our

St John’s family through caring:

Care Group - Margaret Castleden at 031 262 3038 and Morag Davidson 031 701 6608

A team who show God'’s love and care, reaching out to God’s flock at St John’s who are mature in age.

This team has given lots of lifts, meals and flowers and done visiting. They hold monthly lunches for the
+-80 year olds. If you have slipped their net, please get in touch. The “Celebration of Joy” party was a
great blessing in December. Many of our elderly were brought to church for a pre-Christmas Holy
Communion service, followed by fellowship, tea and carol singing. There is always a need for more car-
ers, so if you feel moved to assist in any way, please contact Margaret or Morag.

Home Visiting - Leigh Ketley at 031 701 1647

Newcomers - Rose Hadebe at 031 700 9647

A team who visit our parishioners, especially
the elderly, sick or those in need of a “hello”
visit.

Leigh has established a card system to keep a
record of visitors and those visited. Parishion-
ers are very grateful to be visited. Please con-
sider visiting parishioners in your neighbour-
hood.

This is a team who extends a hand of friendship to
visitors and newcomers.

A newcomers’ table is set up for this purpose at our
Sunday morning services. The Visitor’s Book is
signed and a newcomers’ pack, with an application
form, is available.

Would you like to reach out to any strangers in our
midst? Please contact Rose above.

Telephone Ministry - Rosemarie Hendry at
031 702 7858

This team phones members of the parish on
their birthdays and anniversaries.

Parishioners are extremely appreciative of re-
ceiving a phone call on their special day. This is
a wonderful ministry to do from home.

Hospital Visiting at Crompton - Doreen Bohmer at
031701 1831

We are hoping to get together a team and to draw
up a roster for hospital visiting on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays. The staff and patients
are very happy to see us, as we spend time with
parishioners or others who have a need for a listen-
ing ear or prayer.

HEALING FELLOWSHIP
Doreen Bohmer

Peter said, “Silver and gold | do
not have, but what | have | give
you. In the name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth, walk” (Acts 3:6)

This passage of scripture chal-
lenges our faith in Jesus as living
Lord and active Healer; to be His
channels of His divine healing.

We claim in faith the healing
needed. Jesus promised to be
present (and healing) whenever
we gather in His name. (These
thoughts come from Sr. Mary

Usha’s book, “A time for Heal-
ing”).

Here at St John’s, our Healing Fel-
lowship team believe in the heal-
ing power of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We meet on the first Sat-
urday of the month at 8.30 a.m.
until 10 a.m. in the chapel. All
are welcome, especially those in
need of prayer.

We are also available in the
chapel on Sundays after Holy
Communion or after the service,

to pray with you for any need,
sickness or other situations in
your life. If a Prayer Partner is not
available, please speak to a lay
minister or member of the clergy.

Healing services will be held on
Sunday 275 January and 30
March at both the 7 and 9 a.m.
services.

More people are needed on our
team. “The harvest is large but
there are few workers to gather it
in”. (Matt 9:37)
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SOCIAL EVENTS COMMITTEE
Dawn Asher

The year started off with a Valentine Dance which
was held in the hall on 16™ February. The commit-
tee worked very hard and the hall looked beautiful
with new curtains and red and white decor, and ex-
cellent food was provided by the "White Rabbit Ca-
terers”. A wonderful evening was enjoyed by all
who attended.

Shrove Tuesday was, as usual, an evening of good
food and fellowship, and the start of our Lent fast-
ing and deepening of our journey towards Easter.

This was followed by "From Passover to Eucharist”,
which was once again a spiritually deepening ex-
perience, with many new faces participating in the
re-enactment of "the Last Supper". Everyone
worked hard to make it a wonderful evening, and all
left feeling renewed.

A "Mad Hatters Tea Party" was held and a DVD of
Andre Rieu's orchestra was shown. This was a most
enjoyable afternoon, and special thanks are ex-
tended to Morton for providing the equipment to
make it possible. Many requests have been re-
ceived to repeat the event.

The "British Pub Evening" was a resounding success
- wonderful entertainment by the "Deez 'n Beez"
and the dancers from the Highway Celtic Dance

Academy were outstanding with their Irish danc-
ing. Once again, our friends from "White Rabbit"
provided the food, and an evening of fellowship was
enjoyed.

The year ended with a recital by the Durban Men's
Choir in the church on a Sunday afternoon. The
sandwiches and tea were provided by the commit-
tee and a few other parishioners, and it really
ended the year "with a swing"!

| thank all the ladies of