If undelivered please return to:
Parish of St John the Baptist
5 Payne Street

PINETOWN 3610
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Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, bap  tizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, andt  eaching them to obey everything |
have commanded you.

And surely | am with you always, to the very end of the age.
Matt 28 :19 - 20
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Rector’s letter
% ,
Dear People of St John's
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A TRIBUTE TO THE LATE MAVIS “GOGO” GIYOSE
(13 MARCH 1923 — 12 FEBRUARY 2009)

By Sandy Wallace

| would have stood up and given a tribute to my very
dear friend at her funeral service at St John the Baptist
Anglican Church in Pinetown on the morning of
Saturday 21 February 2009, but | had been discharged
from hospital the previous afternoon and did not feel
up to the occasion. | do however feel that | cannot be
silent about a relationship that | cherish — one of deep
Christian friendship.

| have recently been going through some of my papers
and have come across a copy of a letter that | sent to
Mavis while she was taking part in the Alarga Stroll at
Africa Enterprise conference centre in Pietermaritzburg
in 2005. the Stroll is part of the Emmaus Walk, and is
suitable for the elderly and/or infirm. Friends of
participants are asked to send words of
encouragement and love. This is mine to her:

2 November 2005
Dear Gogo

What can | write to you that | have not already said to
you? Perhaps it will be beneficial to both you and me
to set it down “in stone”, as it were.

Since you have passed the designated 3 score years
and ten, and even the extra 10 years of blessing, it is
inevitable that the body will be becoming infirm, but it is
your young bright spirit which still burns and attracts
others to its beauty and warmth.

This is what happens between you and others — the
ready smile, the more-often-than-not cheery
disposition, and the interest you take in their welfare.
These attributes you acquired from training as a
nursing sister, and by your close association with
Jesus, and you have not lost them over the years.
“We can see in you the Glory of our King!”

You, as an agent of Jesus, have been instrumental in
overcoming the suspicion and fears | harboured
towards black people generally, especially in apartheid
times, and in my now loving and having concern for the
same. “We are one in Christ” — thank you, Mavis!
Thank you, Lord.

To me you are my Gogo, my friend, my sister-in-Christ,
a spiritual confidante, advisor and guide — | love you!

With prayers that you are having a wonderful, Glory
Hallelujah” Alarga Stroll!

From Sandy X
X X X

X

X

I know she is now having a “Glory Hallelujah” time with
our Lord!
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THANDUKWAZI

BUTHELEZI AND THE
MODEL UN SPEAKING

COMPETITION
Revd Andrew Warmback

One of our young members
recently reached the WORLLD

FINALS of an international
public speaking competition. He visited the
John’s Youth group recently to tell his story.

Thandukwazi — Kwazi as the media have referred
to him — is currently a matric learner at Wyebank
Secondary School. Last year, together with a
fellow learner from his school and two learners
from Thomas More College he entered the Model
UN Public Speaking Competition - it is a
requirement of the competition that a resourced as
well as a under-resourced school collaborate. The
provincial competition was held in August 2008 at
the legislature in Pietermaritzburg against 32 other
teams.

In the debating the language needed to be formal,
and their methods of persuasion included the use
of both formal and informal caucuses. In this

competition they had to represent the policies of
Brazil on the issue of bio fuels and the problems
associated with it. Kwazi said they were nervous
and often had to think on their feet — particularly

in delivering the rebuttals. He said they were

“stunned” when they were announced as the
winners!

Next, in October, was Cape Town, where they not
only competed against teams from all provinces
but also three teams from Kenya and three from
Britain. The topics they debated were human
rights violations in Myanmar (whose views they

had to represent!) and the possible trial of the
Sudanese president at the International Criminal
Court. They again prepared well, sometimes
working until the early hours of the morning, and

accumulating files of information. And they were

rewarded for this. Kwazi still recalls well the

announcement at the end: “The team going to
New York to represent South Africa is from

Wyebank Secondary School and Thomas More
College.” What an achievement for their team!

It was in the Easter holidays this year that their
team of four together with the best individual
speakers from the Cape Town competition
travelled to Cornel University in New York to
take on the world. Here they no longer competed
as a team but all four of entered different sections
of the competition, where they did extremely well.
The South African team was awarded the best
delegation award. Well done Kwazi and your
colleagues — we are proud of you!

Kwazi is a great motivational speaker and is
available to speak to groups about the lessons of
success that he has learnt.
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MOUNTAIN SONG OF THE SOUL
Penny McLennan
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Bishop of Natal

The Right Revd Rubin Phillip P O Box 47439
Greyville, Durban 4023
Tel: +27 31 308 9302
Fax: +27 31 308 9316
Email: bishop@dionatal.org.za

Ref/tk
10N June 2009

Our Very Dear Friends and Family,
| greet you in the name of the One who came that we might have life, life in abundance!

Rose, Lance and | are terribly sorry for not responding sooner to your most kind and amazing
expressions of support of us, following the death of our dearly beloved Byron on Easter day.
Flowers, prayers, cards, plants, emails, visits, teleghone calls, meals etc. accompanied your
words. One of you even did our ironing! What thoughtf ulness and generosity! And how shall
we ever be able to thank you — each of you — at a time whe it seemed the light had gone out of
us. But your acts of love were like candles which helped to provide some light and, thankfully,
continue to do so.

But we are being realistic. The journey ahead will inevitably be a long and difficult one as we
try to come to terms with our loss. So please don’t stop praying for us to the Lord who is our
strength and refuge (Psalm 46).

Before Lance Phillip returned to Pretoria, where he is head of music at St Alban’s Diocesan
College, he came up with a brilliant idea of celebrating the lives of Byron and Stephen by
holding a special Requiem Eucharist and Choral Evensong here in Durban. Rose and | then
decided that we would take this opportunity to thank y ou and all those who stood with us and
continue to do so.

So, please accept our invitation to attend these servies of remembrance and thanksgiving on
Saturday, 4 July. The details are attached. As it turns out, this year also marks the 16@
anniversary of St Paul’s, so it seemed appropriate to include a Choral Eucharist on the Sunday
morning, to which you are also invited. We chose St Paul's as a venue because this is where
Rose is exercising her ministries as a Lay Minister ard as head of the Children’s Ministry,
among other things. She has been doing this for a numkber of years.

With our heartfelt gratitude and warmest wishes.
Yours sincerely
+ Rubin

P.S. [would be most grateful if the clergy of the Diocese could extend this invitation to the
parishioners, many of whom were most supportive of us .
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CELEBRATION OF HOPE
You have all read about this event which

é

will be taking place on the weekend oo g S
23 — 25 October, as the culmination of the Spirit of Hope. ) ) !
Hopefully, EVERYONE who reads this has, by now, put ., )
his/her name on the list together with the talent he/she $#"& ("(#
has to offer. But, dig deeper folks. Who plays a musical $ '
instrument, or has ever played one? Perhaps you
played the tambourine or keyboard at college, or the INVITE YOU AND YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS
triangle at school. If so, put your name on the list, as oa i
Christopher Cockburn wants to work with anyone with
any musical aspirations for this weekend. Whatever FESTIVAL OF SACRED MUSIC
happens, it will be FUN, and knowing Christopher, the on
end result will sound fantastic!! .
Saturday 4 " July: 3.00pm Requiem Mass
5.00pm Choral Evensong
Sunday 5™ July: 9.00am Choral Eucharist
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- CONGRATULATIONS!
- = - The energetic Fitchat ladies — Penny and
! , H. twins Carmen and Paige — recently entered the
- | East Coast Radio Big Walk and completed 10 km
- # in 1 hour and 40 minutes!! Congratulations to you
three!!
This walk raises funds for charity — next year, how
about a St John’s team??
'CE
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