The Page 1 March 2004
Dear people of God: | believe we have reached a crossroad in parish life
From the We are approaching Easter. Many in | and we need to provide for the diversity of worship at

pen of
John

the parish have been engaging in the
worthwhile study in The Way of
Forgiveness. | thank God for the
wonderful things He is doing through
this course and in celebration we have decided to have a
service to rejoice in what He has achieved in us through it.
This will take place on 18" April, (Sunday after Easter), at
the 18h00 service to be followed by a Bring-and-Share
pasta supper. | hope and pray that home group members
who have been through the course will make a special
effort to attend this service.

We have recently elected our 2004 Parish Council
and held a Planning Day during which our portfolio leaders
presented their visions for 2004 to Council, who discussed
and accepted them. It was exciting to see how each of
these portfolio leaders has a plan for the year in trying to
be faithful to what God is really calling them and their
groups to accomplish. We are indeed privileged to have
such passionate and enthusiastic portfolio leaders. Please
support them as they strive to carry out their ministries.
You will find these plans spelt out in this Lantern. Parish
Council also recently agreed that every second edition of
the Lantern should carry all portfolio reports.

One of the other remarkable things that has happened
recently is that we have received some generous bequests
from the estates of parishioners: R 100 000 from the estate
of the late Phyllis Thring and R 1 000 each from the
estates of the late Muriel Duffel-Canham and Grace
Duncan. We give thanks to God for these generous
bequests. Parish Council has invested this money in a
money market account and is giving prayerful
consideration as to the best way to use it. These three
bequests are not earmarked and have ‘no strings
attached’. Give thanks to the Lord for He is gracious, and
His mercy endures forever.

By now you would have been asked to fill in the
Interim Questionnaire concerning St John’s morning
worship. Which criterion you have used to answer the
questions? Is it: “I have answered the questions in terms
of what | want for St John’s” or: “I have answered the
questions having in mind what God really wants for our
parish, or what is best for the future of our parish in the
long run”. There will be differences of opinion, but the
second criterion must be the basis for ongoing discussion.
For me, one of the things that we should keep before us as
we think about worship as a parish, is thinking about our
Archdeaconry Vision which is printed each week in our
pew leaflet:

To enable parishes of the Region to extend the
Kingdom of God through effective leadership and
partnership with the target of doubling the number of
active and committed disciples (especially among
the young) by 2005 under the leadership of Jesus.

To me the big question is, “How do we plan our worship
services to achieve this vision? What is the kind of
worship which will help facilitate the doubling of the
number of active and committed disciples (especially
among the young)"? | believe that we should be listening
especially to the young of our parish and asking them what
style of worship is helpful for them ..... and listening to
them as they tell us what styles of worship are not helpful.
We will only draw younger people if we are practising the
style of worship that is most helpful to them!

StJohn’'s. We need to provide for those who find a
traditional style of worship more helpful and those,
especially among the youth, who find a contemporary style
of worship more helpful. We really need to provide for the
young folk for it is amongst this group that we are to work
especially hard, and to make a special commitment to
reach the Archdeaconry target.

The trial model that we have at present seems to
meet the needs of both the people who favour the
traditional style of worship and those who prefer the
contemporary style. The changes to the church and
sanctuary have allowed space to accommodate the music
group at the 09h00 service and opened up the way for a
more flexible use of space in all forms of worship. It has
also meant that those presiding at the Lord’s Table are in
closer contact with the congregation.

There are a number of young families who have
recently joined the parish and some of these have become
involved in the Sunday School and other groups and
courses which are run in the parish. It does seem as if the
worship changes are encouraging these families to
become part of and get involved in our congregation.

One of the very positive things that the change in the
church and the sanctuary has affected is that the choir has
an uninterrupted view of the organist conducting the
communion hymns.

It is obvious from the above that | believe it to be best
for the parish if the trial period changes became perma-
nent. In saying this | am really hoping to provide a way
that will fulfil the needs of most parishioners. | recognise
that there are people who feel differently and who have
had to make sacrifices during this trial period, however
when change happens there are always ‘casualties’.

In trying to find the best way forward for ‘most’ |
recognise that there will be individuals who will not be
happy. | believe one cannot please all the people all the
time but can only please most of the people most of the
time. However, | am convinced that unless we provide for
our parish diversity as outlined above, we may well have
those who will feel unfulfiled and who may drift away to
other congregations where they find fulfillment. This
applies equally to both the ‘traditional’ and the
‘contemporary’ school proponents. | believe for the most
part, the trial period has been acceptable and beneficial to
most.

I am also convinced that this is the best way forward
for us after experiencing overseas congregations. In all the
churches | visited, there seems to be a growing pattern of
a traditional early service and a contemporary later service
and this is repeated in many Anglican churches in
Southern Africa, in our Diocese and in our region.

For the most part, our experiment seems to be
working well. Unless there is a huge seething mass of
discontent among most of the congregation (this, | might
add, | am not aware of) and which people are waiting to
express through means of the evaluation and the special
Vestry meeting, my own judgment is that most people have
been able to live fairly happily and could continue to live
fairly happily with the experimental changes that have
been made. | believe that most people can live happily
through the trial changes that we have lived with over the
past four months.

Yours sincerely in Christ ... John
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PARISH COUNCIL PORTFOLIO VISIONS

CHURCH WARDENS: Sue Brittion and Edward Pines

The Churchwardens will take responsibility for oversight of the parish in an enabling way. They will help
good decisions to be made, particularly relating to the finance and assets of the parish, and will work
with staff, office-bearers and council to ensure that these decisions are implemented. They will help to
manage the inevitable and natural conflicts that must arise in any lively parish with circumspection and
care. When necessary and wise, they will be the voice of the bishop to the parish and/or the voice of the
parish to the bishop. In all they do they will know that the ultimate oversight of the parish is God®, and
will strive to remain open to the nudgings of the Holy Spirit in all matters relating to their responsibility.

WORSHIP PORTFOLIO VISION: Caroline Beech

BEHOLD THE LAMB

“Worship is all that we are and all that we do. Either everything we do is an offering to God, or nothing is. We may
not pick and choose. Our whole life is a search for wholeness....... to be fully present to God, who is fully present
to us, whether in our neighbour, or in the political and social and economic activity of the world around
us.....whether in prayer and praise together, or in the very centre and soul of our being. Worship is everything we

do, inside and outside the church.”

Worship here at St John’s has grown in vibrant and
innovative ways, involving more and more people, in
choosing music, writing liturgy, planning new ways of
expressing the gospel through drama and symbolism and
story-telling. Our Parish Vision speaks of a vibrant and
encouraging family celebrating our diversity, serving Jesus
in our community in the power of the Holy Spirit. Worship
Services are the place where we publicly join together and
express the energy and diversity that we have lived out
that week. Whether in the joyful solemnity of the
traditional 7.00am service, or in the more free-wheeling
innovativeness of the 9.00am and the more informal
evening service, there is a place for everyone.

The vision of 2004 embraces a place for everyone’s
individual choice in the style of worship they prefer. It
seeks to open up worship to be celebrated with the best
that we can offer to the glory of God; so it also encourages
us to search for God (and find Him!) in someone else’s
completely different offering of praise from the heart.

The Parish Charter brings with it a fresh
encouragement to write our own liturgies, and find new
ways to delight in God and enjoy His delighting in us. For
too long, the majority of the outside world has only
approached God through the often sombre medium of a
funeral service. We need to open the gates of praise and
bring His long exiled people into a place that unashamedly
welcomes God and gathers all His children in.

lona Community Worship Book.

Dates and seasons to remember:

25" April. Evening Confirmation service. Bishop Elijah
comes to preside at our Confirmation Service. Please
come and support the candidates as we welcome them
as new members into our family.

On the same morning, we have invited members of our
Police Force to come and be encouraged, supported,
and prayed for in their lonely and often dangerous
struggle for law enforcement.

The Parish Charter initiative, running from May to July,
brings a wealth of resources, including liturgy and
symbolism, with the prayerful expectation that this will
set us free to find further new ways to worship God.
Family Services, which encourage children to become
more visible and participatory members of our parish
family and will also (please God!) open them up to the
experience of enjoying God with other people who
enjoy Him and love Him too.

Holy Week and Easter services bring a rhythm of
meditation and sharing with each other the mysteries
of Christ's passion and desire for us all to be one.
Tenebrae, Passover supper, Healing Service, the ritual
of Footwashing, Holy Saturday Vigil and the
Resurrection Eucharist, all draw us together in finding
our salvation in the One who loves us through and
beyond death into His glorious new life

To make all this happen a committee is being formed to co-ordinate, encourage, recognise and resource people and
happenings and music and liturgy and the never ending initiatives of the Holy Spirit. We pray that God will touch us in
deep places as we go into this new year, and that through all this, we will draw others to Him through our delight in Him.

NEWCOMERS PORTFOLIO VISION: Ingrid Pines

Working with and alongside other portfolio members we shall make every effort to introduce all newcomers into the life
and structures of our parish life and mission. Promote two lunches after Sunday worship to introduce newcomers to the
worshipping community. Encourage newcomers to attend an ‘ALPHA’ course. Explore ways of being flexible in our
planning in order to accommodate all newcomers into an active participation in parish life.

SOCIAL ACTION PORTFOLIO VISION: Delise Coad

The focus would be on three items: Environment — especially aliens Recycling
Bring Environment concerns in harmony with worship, with particular emphasis on special days.
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HERITAGE PORTFOLIO VISION: Robin Niemeyer m Robin and team,

. . . . eyes peeled, sniff o
The Heritage Group has three major projects envisioned for 2004: (Y out the facts! ‘/)

150th St John’s Parish
Anniversary: Planning
This includes building up

in a commemorative booklet
for this occasion in 2006.

Graveyard: Formalising and finalising
There are several issues that need to be
resolved. These include financing repairs and
history records for inclusion maintenance; the status of existing empty grave
sites; expansion of the Garden of
Remembrance; repairs to damaged
headstones; referencing the graves for easy
identification by anyone.

Anglo-Zulu War Graves: Re-
Dedication

A memorial service is planned for
29" August. This will be similar to the
service held to re-dedicate the Anglo-

Boer War graves in 2002. An associated
visit to relevant battlefields will be
undertaken during the year.

HOLISTIC SMALL GROUPS PORTFOLIO VISION: Doreen Béhmer

Catherine Marshall in her book The Helper writes
“There are two kinds of Christians — those with Jesus
beside them and those with Jesus inside them.” The
words give me a vision for Small Groups — that Jesus
would transform us as he lives inside of us.

The long-term vision is that every parishioner would
belong to a House Group. All around the world, churches
are realising the importance of small groups in building
Christian community as a safe place for genuine spiritual
growth and life change, and as a means to reach those still
outside God'’s family. | believe that our house groups have
been given a fresh start with the Way of Forgiveness
course. Our house group members are daily reading the
Word of God, spending time with the Lord and digging
deep within themselves.

The Lord has a plan and purpose for each one of us.
The life of Paul shows us he was fully focused on Jesus

YOUTH PORTFOLIO VISION: Andrew Morris

and all that Christ wanted him to be. We need to be
focused on Jesus and allow him to make us and mould us.
Out of the Way of Forgiveness there will be people in need
of ministry and this is also a wonderful opportunity for
others to minister to these people.

Because of our Rector’s vision of “Building a Church of
Small Groups” we have seen an increase in groups and
members joining. House group leaders meet monthly
studying two books: Leading Small Groups and Building a
Church of Small Groups. In our house groups we are held
in the hand of God by the sharing and caring of our fellow
members (eye contact / hand contact / heart contact). We
need to connect with God so we can connect with others.

Women’s Guilds, Mothers’ Union and Men'’s Fellowship
meet monthly with interesting speakers on various topics.
These occasions are a wonderful time for fellowship.

| expressed at the Planning Day the fact that this is largely my own heart felt vision for the young people. The problem is
that hardly any of the Youth were consulted so this isn’t the product of us corporately waiting on God for HIS answers and
| just pray God had a hand in laying these things on my heart. Nevertheless the vision is:

Commited to Jesus Living by Faith
This must seem real ‘pie in the sky’ sort
of stuff but | do feel God has made a
move to bring more of our young people
to a realisation of what these things will
actually mean in their walk with Him and
the practical implications thereof. Some
of the areas we will be focusing on in
walking into these ideals are
FELLOWSHIP (FRIDAY NIGHTS ETC.),
TEACHING AND WORSHIP. We are
going to be building on what has already

COMMUNICATIONS PORTFOLIO VISION: Anthony Castleden

been laid and will also try new
things in certain areas. For
a more concrete strategic
planning idea feel free to
enquire of me. This is
what | consider my
‘small vision’ because |
have more but that

will definitely need
God'’s unmistakable
confirmation.

Experiencing and Ministering in the Power of the Holy Spirit

To ensure the quality presentation of Parish information, etc. publish the Lantern, prepare the NewcomersCPack,
Songbooks, Training Manuals, various forms, cards, etc. and to work with the Parish website manager and provide

information for the site as required.

Do you know
what Helen, Val and Luise

>
) Jw:ﬂ

have to contend with in the ) el

Parish Office? Spare a prayer
for them and thank God for
their ever-willing spirit and

infectiotic hiimotir!!

| am indeed indebted to Brenda
Hallowes for all her time and
~endless contribution to keeping our
website going. | am sad that she is
N leaving us shortly and | appeal for
someone to take over from her as
website manager— any offers?
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AIDS SUPPORT GROUP PORTFOLIO VISION: Wendy Jones

As part of our vision to support the families infected and
affected by the pandemic, we try and visit some of the
families we supply with food parcels. At our monthly
meetings we try to allocate areas to those members who
are willing to go. Much depends on the carers who are
the ones who take the parcels, as they have to commit
themselves to meet us at appointed venues. Itis a
sacrifice on their part to give us time on a Sunday. Time

and again we realise that we cannot cover even a small
portion of the many families as we never seem to have
enough time. Every time we go the carers would love us to
come to just one more home. It would be wonderful if more
people would volunteer to join us when we go. We do
announce our visits in the pew leaflet. Elsewhere you can
read about two recent visits.

GARDENS PORTFOLIO VISION: David Asher

This year, Nigel Pyle will be assisting
me in the gardens. We will be working
from 2.00 — 4.00pm each Tuesday in
order to have Elias to assist with the
heavy work.

We intend to remove as many alien
plants as possible from the grounds,
including the cemetery. In addition and
with the assistance of the environmental
group, the trees bordering the school and
especially the fig tree growing over some

graves need to be removed.

| also want to put in more Gardena
watering systems in the other flower-beds.

Below the main hall is a tremendous
amount of rubbish that has to be removed
to the dump. A date will be set for this
essential event — please give me your
names if you are willing to help with the
clean-up and to perhaps use your trailers
and/or bakkies if available.

Many hands make light work!

SUNDAY SCHOOL PORTFOLIO VISION: Jenni Young

Our vision for the Sunday School is to see the children

grow in Christ and experience His love and grace through
us as teachers. We hope to be Christ’'s hands in reaching
out to our children and bring them to a closer relationship
with Jesus.

We hope to continue expanding (we’ll need more space in
the hall) and continue to take an active roll in the life and
work in the church, especially in Family Services.

CHURCH FABRIC PORTFOLIO VISION: Denis Drummond

We hope to provide interesting and relevant teachings
along with fun activities, music, dance and puppetry that
will provide the children with a sound foundation of
knowledge that will help them grow in confidence in their
faith.

We hope to continue to fellowship together as teachers,
encourage one another and share ideas and skills.

The following work needs to be undertaken in 2004:
Repair leak in kitchen roof.
The Verger's accommodation requires upgrading.

It's ‘cool’ to help
keep the church in
good shape — are

The Sunday school is needing their space to be re-arranged. you ‘cool? Denis

needs your help!

EVANGELISM PORTFOLIO VISION: Peter Brien

ALPHA: The ALPHA course continues to meet the needs of a variety of people and in particular
people whose “faith” consists of no more than their irregular attendance at some of the church
services. ALPHA would assist them in developing a greater faith in Christ, after which follows an
appreciation of the nature of the Holy Spirit and of the blessings that flow from a deepening faith in the
Holy Spirit. Newcomers who might not have been involved with the Christian Church, but have
become interested through involvement with sending their children to Sunday School, participating in,
or attending, a wedding would also benefit.
Some people attend ALPHA purely because they have “had their arms twisted” by a friend or
a family member who will be joining the course. They often make it clear that they are, in a sense,
“merely coming for the ride.” For most of these, the usual outcome is a very positive wish to go further
in their search for God. By no means last in the line are those who have been faithful members of the
church for many years, but who feel a need to revisit the fundamentals of the Christian faith.
For all of the above, there is a happy spin-off for those attending this course, in that they develop a brand-new set
of friends and quickly feel that they have become members of St John’s.

We plan to run our next Alpha course starting on 4" August and running until 20" October.
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SERVICE EVANGELISM: A course is being planned for the second half of June. This course, which takes the form of a
meeting on each of a Thursday evening and a consecutive Friday evening, followed by a workshop through the Saturday
morning and afternoon. This totally non-threatening exercise is directed toward members of the congregation who have

become more sure of their faith. We see this course as taking place on 24, 25 and 26 June.

PASSIONATE SPIRITUALITY PORTFOLIO VISION: Vivienne Pyle

Our Vision for 2004 is to seek to encourage in the people of St John’s, both individually and corporately,

a genuine love for the Lord;
to grow in a personal relationship with the living God;

and to seek to deepen that relationship through the various spiritual disciplines and practices available to us
in worship, prayer, the sacraments, meditation, spiritual reading, study of scripture, quiet days and retreats — as we walk
together on a spiritual journey. The following tasks are in process:

Spiritual Direction:

A group of six people are currently attending a 10-session
seminar at Cedara Theological Institute, training in Spiritual
Direction under Sr Susan Rakoczy. The purpose of the
course is to improve the skills of those already engaged in
Spiritual Direction and for others to learn this skill, through
lectures, study and practical application.

Sr Sue describes the process:

“Spiritual direction is a privileged meeting of hearts.
Built on trust in the bond of the Spirit of God, two
persons come together in faith to hear the story of
the workings of the Spirit in the life of one of them.
For the person who shares her or his experience of
God, there is always the moment of “stepping out on
the water” as one begins to speak of what is most
sacred in life. The listener, who is companion on the
journey, is called to receive that sharing in trust and
love, with encouragement and support, and, at
times, with the invitation of challenge to further
growth, even at the cost of pain and suffering.”

It is hoped to form a team of people equipped and willing to
walk with others as a soul friend on their journey.

Foundation Course in Deepening Prayer:

This is a six-session experiential course which explores
“what happens when | pray.” The course will commence
on 24" July, and run alternate Saturday mornings, led by a
team of presenters and facilitators. We are introduced to
various forms of prayer and Christian meditation. At each
session we reflect on the prayer practice and deepen our
ability to listen to God, as we share with one another, and
seek to find God in day-to-day experience. This course is a
tool for personal growth as well as an aid to those who are
guiding others in learning how to pray. A planning meeting
will be held on 23" April.

Prayer for the Elections
from ‘Inselelo’ : used with permission
Loving God
your will is that all people should live in peace
and have sufficient resources for their needs.
We pray your blessing on the coming elections;
that all may be free to take part
that all may be motivated to think and choose rightly
and that the outcome may be accepted by all.
Give us wisdom, give us clarity, give us good judgement.
And may the newly elected government
govern wisely and justly.
We ask this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen

Retreats

Dates have provisionally been set for retreats at Lyndhurst:
Sunday 22nd August (pm) - Wednesday 25th August
Thursday 4th November — Saturday 6th November

Centering Prayer

A method of prayer without words, an opening of the mind
and heart, our whole being, to God, beyond thoughts,
words, and emotions. Centering Prayer is not meant to
replace other kinds of prayer; it simply puts other kinds of
prayer into a new and fuller perspective. During the time of
prayer we consent to God’s presence and action within,
allowing the fruits of the Spirit to grow in us. At other times
our attention moves outward to discover God’s presence
everywhere. The effects of Centering Prayer are
experienced in daily life, not during the prayer period itself.
Centering Prayer is held on Mondays at 5.30pm in the
church.

Contemplative Outreach

We will continue to network with Contemplative Outreach,
who offer workshops on Centering Prayer, Lectio Divina
(praying and reflecting on the Scriptures), quiet days and
retreats. There is also a library of books for purchase and
video tapes for hire.

Worship

The services on Good Friday, centered on the Biblical
Stations of the Cross, will include a series of meditations
and periods of silence.

Week 3 of the Parish Charter Program will focus on
Spirituality and Prayer.

Passover to Eucharist Meal — Tuesday of Holy Week
This will be celebrated as usual this year and lists are up at
the back of the Church, for people attending and for people
to loan necessary items and prepare food, etc. Please
offer to help where you can. The date is April 6" and a
suggested donation of R40 each would be gratefully
received to cover costs. However, every person in the
Parish is welcome even if you find the "donation" beyond
your means — please speak to any of the clergy on this
matter.

Vore

Are you exercising your
God given right to vote as
a South African citizen?
Be sure to pray that God's
will is done as you mark
your cross on the ballot
paper on 14™ April
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FELLOWSHIP PORTFOLIO VISION:
IMPORTANT DIARY DATES | EELLOWSH
FOR EASTER 2004 E—

Fundraisers: to repay the property bond:

Palm Sunday 4th April Supper theatre
07h00 & Blessing of Palm Crosses, In the Main Hall — 20, 21 and 23 May.
09h00  Procession and Holy Eucharist Biblical play
“On the Hill". Copyright has been granted.
Monday 5t Symphony Orchestra
07h00  Holy Eucharist In the Church, followed by picnic in the gardens —
19h00 United Service: Taizé at Pinetown 14" November. Orchestra will not charge, but a donation is
Methodist Church proposed. Entry fee R50/family,
R20 adults, R15 pensioners, R10 children.
Tuesday 6" Dinner and Entertainment
07h00  Holy Eucharist Out host, Colin Penn, will make a charge which will go to
18h30  Passover to Eucharist: Fellowship Meal in charity.

the Large Hall at St John’s .
Fellowship events:

Wednesday 7" Passover to Eucharist
07h00  Holy Eucharist Potjie and Quiz .
19h30  United Service of Restoration and Renewal | (to be organised by Men's Fellowship)
at St John’s
PASTORAL CARE PORTFOLIO VISION:
Thursday 8" Mary Rutland
07h00  Holy Eucharist
19h30 The Evening Eucharist or the Lord’s To provide support, care and help, physically, emotionally
Supper, Washing of Feet and Tenebrae and spiritually, within the parish:
... To see to the needs of the sick, the aged, the shut-ins,
Friday 9" (Good Friday) the bereaved and the struggling, through visitation,
06h15 Ecumenical Good Friday service at Durban counselling and prayer.
Exhibition Centre: ... To encourage all who are involved in these ministries -
Theme — Life through the Cross many of which are ably co-ordinated already:
09h30 A Bridge across the Chasm
A service designed for young and old -+ The visitors, both to hospitals and at home
12h00 The Three Hour Service: . The prayer ministry, all aspects
Meditations on the 7 - The bereavement ministry

Biblical Stations of the Cross The telephone ministry

The lay ministers especially those to the elderly and

th
Saturday 10 housebound with communion

08h00  Preparation of the

Martha® Friends.
church for Easter ) o .
Also to keep in touch and liaise with clergy and Helen (key
Confessions with the clergy g ” 4 person). There is ongoing need to encourage more people
by prior appointment = v to be involved in visiting and prayer ministries. Recognising

House Groups as Pastoral Care.

22h00  Meditation: Awaiting the Resurrection with
the disciples and Mary
23h15 Easter Vigil Service with Holy Eucharist

GOODNEWS
We rejoice with Sue Brittion and Vivienne Pyle who
were discerned by Bishop Rubin as ordinands for the
Deaconate and in due course, the Priesthood. Please
mark the evening date of 17" June for their community
ordination and come to celebrate their calling.

Easter Sunday 11"

05h45 Ecumenical Service of Light at Lahee Park,
Pinetown

08h00  Resurrection Eucharist

Note: There will be no Evening Worship Service

TREASURER’S PORTFOLIO
VISION: Mandy McAlpin

It was with a deep feeling of sadness that we laid to
rest Dudu Maphumulo on Sunday 21 March 2004.
She will be greatly missed by the Nazareth

It's called belt tightening and realistic
financial management. This is where we
steward the resources that God has
given us in an appropriate way. And we
pray too for a harvest of bounty for

St John’s that we might grow His church.

community where she lovingly cared for the families
affected by the AIDS pandemic. May her soul rest in
peace and her family and friends be carried by the
Lord as they mourn her death.
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HALLOWES AU REVOIR: Mark and Brenda

Dear People of St John the Baptist:

You have been very good to us and
for us and we are most grateful for your
grace in leading us and keeping us
close to the Lord since 1978.

Although we have moved away and
returned over the years it is now time
for us to move along. Mark has been
travelling rather too much lately and
with the advent of a flood of work
(praise the Lord!) in the Umkhanyakude
District Municipality (from the Umfolosi
river up to the Mozambique border) and
with projects still ongoing in Umzinyathi
(Dundee to Greytown), it seems
sensible to uproot and move — because
nothing is happening close to home.
We wanted to take the opportunity to
live in an area that we have both lived
in previously and enjoy very much, so,
Hluhluwe here we come! Our youngest
unmarried has just found a flat on

Fields Hill, suitably close to her work
and ‘school’, and her three siblings are
all freezing in YUKIland (why DO they
go there, apart from the money? Oh,
OK).

Brenda has resigned from John
Wesley School and will try working with
Mark doing admin work and hopefully
picking up some extramural work
imparting computer skills to teachers
and other adults in the area. We are
both looking forward to the change and
new challenges and we are finding the
process of moving very simple in some
aspects and frustratingly complex in
others. We decided to sell our house
one Saturday morning not expecting to
sell the property by the following
afternoon, which is what happened!
Finding something the other end has
not been so easy. And packing!

Something we have not done since
1992. Twelve short years have
accumulated an amazing lot of junk!

We are leaving around the end of
March but will be monthly visitors as we
both have parents we want to visit
regularly; occasionally we hope to drop
in to see what you are up to!

Thank you all for the ways you have
touched our lives. Many of you have
become very special friends. We hope
to see some of you when you travel up
to see lions and tiger and bears, and
others when you need to contemplate
your navels (ie retreat) — hopefully we
will have enough room, and we do
have a tent and ground sheet! If only
we knew where it is EXACTLY that we
are going!

May God'’s richest blessings remain
with you and keep you in His Way.

I would not be able to do adequate justice to thank Mark and Brenda for their dedication to the people and church of
St John’s. Their ministries have been offered sacrificially and with love and enjoyment and we are sad to bid adieu to
them. Housegroup leaders, Lay Ministers, Wardens and Parish Councillors, Web-site manager, visitors, musician,
handyman and always resourceful workers for God. But mostly we shall not forget their commitment to all in need and to

Christ who is their focus. Go in God'’s peace and in His strength, our dear friends and with our love.

Editor

AIDS OUTREACH : VISITS WITH OUR CAREGIVERS

Visiting in Clermont

On Sunday 15" February | went to Clermont to support
in prayer some of the families we are feeding with our
monthly donations to the AIDS Food Table. | was
fortunate to have Andrew lead our enthusiastic youth
group, who was brave enough to embark on an unknown
experience that might be facing them in unexpected places
and circumstances.

We were met in Clermont by Gugu Gamt and lan
Jezele and waited a while for Sindi and Winnie. When
they did not arrive | went with Gugu and picked up
Princess Buthelezi who lived nearby. The choice as to
who needed to be visited was left to Gugu who had a list of
names a page long. Due to shortage of time we only
managed to see half the families Gugu would have liked us
to see.

As before, it was very rewarding to be welcomed
wherever we went and with Gugu and Princess to support

us, our prayers were a wonderful praise—song to the Lord.
One could just feel the presence of the Holy Spirit with us
when there were sometimes sixteen or even more
squeezed into a tiny room. It is heartbreaking to see these
people infected and affected by HIV/AIDS coping with such
patient endurance. But it is also rewarding to see how
much encouragement they obviously get from their
caregivers constant support..

We also prayed with Princess’s husband and small
sons and met Gugu'’s little granddaughter, at a distance,
she being too shy to meet this large group of strangers. |
would again call on parishioners to come forward to join us
as we go to pray with these people. We were only one
group and that day could easily have accommodated three
groups who could have brought the comfort of prayers to
the people we never get to and who have to wait till next
time. Wendy Rochat

In speaking on behalf of the Youth, but also from my
own experience I'd have to say that the visit by the AIDS
Support Group to Clermont on Sunday 15" February
proved to be very memorable and moving. We hear so
often of AIDS and related issues through the media that we
become anaesthetised to the actual scope and impact of
the disease. All the members of the Youth present who
hadn't seen the effects of AIDS in a patient before were,
I'm sure, challenged and | hope it will be a deterrent for
promiscuous behaviour (not that this is the only cause).
This sort of ministry is not only beneficial for the recipients
but also for the givers as we learn a lot. The reality of the
situation hits you.

Doing these sort of things as Youth is good and
necessary because it can teach us more about life in that
short time we spent there than extended periods of mere
academic training. So thank you to all those who
participate in this wonderful ministry and may God use you
mightily to bring hope and love as ambassadors of Jesus
Christ.Thank you for letting the Youth tag along.

God bless. Andrew Morris

Lantern Deadline
The deadline for material for the next edition is
Sunday o May. Please support your publication and
submit articles to Anthony Castleden.
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Visiting in Kwandengezi.

It was a very hot morning when
Caroline, Pat Brooker and | set off to
pay another visit to families who
receive our food parcels in
Kwandengezi. We were met at St
Stephen’s church by two ladies
patiently waiting for us in the shade of
an umbrella. Brightness who is our
main contact there had warned that
she was not available but she had said
someone would meet us at the church.
These two were carers who knew
where they wanted us to visit.

Once again | got the impression
that Kwandengezi is a slightly ‘better
off area. The brick-built houses are all
freestanding units and most seem to
have electricity. The rooms in which
we were welcomed were well furnished
and most houses had a TV set.

A few of those we visited stand out
in my memory: the patient was a
young man, sitting up but seemingly
too weak to stand up to shake hands
with us. His grandmother was looking
after him and as we were starting a
conversation a beautiful, tall slender
woman came in — by her features we
could immediately see that she was in
fact his mother although she looked
almost too young to have a son aged
over 20. The striking thing about her
was that she too is infected but had

received some treatment and thus
appeared to be relatively well. She is
employed by a company that supplies
furnishings and she was proud of her
curtains. There were other members
of the family in the house but we did
not get their details. Caroline anointed
both mother and son.

We crossed the road to another
house where another lovely young
woman met and cheerfully greeted us.
She too had received some treatment
and seemed quite well. She has no
income so depends on our food parcel.
It is comforting to know that we are
helping her by providing her with
nutritious food. She had a teenaged
daughter with her who goes to school
but we did not meet other members of
the household. We prayed with her
and rejoiced with her that she was
maintaining relatively good health.

The most tragic case was the
house where we met a little boy who
was severely damaged at birth. This
house was teeming with lively, healthy-
looking children. We did not get the
details of these children but suspect
that some of them are orphans cared
for by this wonderful woman who has
given a home to them as well as this
pathetic little child

who had been abandoned by his
mother. He was brought into the room
by a handsome young man who
claimed to be his cousin. What struck
us how lovingly he handled this child
who was not reacting to any touch or
smiles and was quite incapable of
speech and unable to stand or even sit
up. Maureen, the carer who took us to
the house, wanted us to know about
him and really wanted us to stress that
it was important for him to mix with the
other children. We could only
emphasise the importance of this and
did encourage the cousin to take him
outside and try to get him involved in
play with the children. A child’s buggy
would be ideal so that he could wheel
him about but even a go-cart would be
of some help. | have no doubt that
whatever help we could give —be it in
the form of children’s clothes or our
food parcels, or wheels for this poor
little thing, would be of great help here.
Caroline anointed the child and cousin
and we prayed for this household
where so much was going on.

It was once more a humbling
experience to visit in these homes
where much suffering is borne with
cheerfulness and we hear of their
gratitude for the little we do in the form
of food parcels. Luise Joubert

@

most needy cases.

quantity in assorted sizes?

CLOTHES, BLANKETS, BEDLINEN and SHOES

Luise Joubert

It has become a regular practice now for parishioners to drop off discarded clothes etc at the office. | am only too
happy to deal with these. | try and sort a bit and store what | can in the cupboard if there is space, once the food
parcels have gone, or in an old suitcase kept for the purpose.

When those people who attend our meetings regularly come for food parcels during the week they ask if there are
any clothes. We then look at what has accumulated and they select what they need. All old clothes are very
welcome and | know that they go to the families where they are put to good use.

A special word of thanks to the ladies who tirelessly knit — be it squares or strips for blankets which can be joined to
make blankets and occasionally we get beautifully knitted articles — all given to the carers to pass them on to the
I don’t think we can ever get enough children’s clothes — there always is a cry for small clothes for young children so

| plea for discarded outgrown clothes. | can assure you they will not go to waste.

A matter of great concern is shoes — pupils are required to wear shoes and we all know just what shoes cost. We
have had some come in but there are never enough. Can anyone think of a way in which we can acquire a greater
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THE PERFECT PASTOR

The perfect pastor preaches for exactly 10 minutes. He smiles all the time with a straight face because he has
He condemns sin but never hurts other’s feelings. a sense of humor that keeps him seriously dedicated to
He works from 8am to midnight and is also the verger. his church.

The perfect pastor makes R400 a week, wears good The perfect pastor has a burning desire to work with
clothes, drives a good car, buys good books, and teenagers, and he spends most of his time with the
donates R300 a week to the church. senior citizens.

He is 29 years old and has 40 years’ experience. The perfect pastor always has time for church council
Above all, he is handsome. and all of its committees. He never misses the meeting of
He makes 15 home visits a day and is always in his office ~ @ny church organization and is always busy evangelizing
to be handy when needed. the unchurched

If your pastor does not measure up, simply send this notice to six other churches that are tired of their pastor, too. Then
bundle up your pastor and send him to the church at the top of the list. If everyone cooperates, in one week you will
receive 1,643 pastors. One of them should be perfect.

Have faith in this letter. One church broke the chain and got its old pastor back in less than three months.

PRAYER LIFE AT ST JOHN’S
Mary Rutland

Every one of us is called to a life of prayer, which is the expression of our love relationship with God. It's being
consciously in His presence, sharing our lives, our dreams, our longings, our hopes, our fears, our concerns, our
thanksgivings, our intercessions, our everything with our Father through Jesus. Prayer is the natural life-giving two-way
ingredient of that relationship. Often we find ourselves doing all the talking and little of the listening and being silent and
still with God. In any healthy relationship, surely all these are really important.

In the prayer life of St John'’s, there are a number of prayer channels in place, apart from the normal everyday prayers of

the church family. They are as follows:

The Prayer Chain:

A number of people linked by
telephone or e-mail, available to pray
for any need — either urgent or long
term. All requests are treated
confidentially.

Co-ordinator: Bev Gelling [705 4476]
More people are needed as several
have recently moved away.

Your part:
In the pew leaflet each week is a list

of people for whom our prayers as a
parish are asked. Also in the pew
leaflet are listed daily, in alphabetical
rotation, all members of the parish, as
well as birthdays and special
anniversaries — so that all of us as a
family can pray for one another on an
ongoing basis.

Healing Fellowship:

A group of people who make
themselves available after Sunday
services for anyone wanting prayer for
themselves or others. This group
meets monthly on the first Saturday of
the month at 08h30 — 10h00 in the
chapel, for teachings, sharing, mutual
encouragement and prayer. More
people are needed.

Co-ordinator: Doreen Bohmer

[701 1831]

The Telephone Ministry

This ministry makes a point of
phoning people on their birthdays and
anniversaries.

Co-ordinator: Rosemarie Hendry
[702 7858]

House Groups
These gather weekly and members

care and pray for one another, as part
of this fellowship together. This is a
vital part of our lives — where trust,
intimacy and fellowship grow as we
share in God'’s grace.

Co-ordinator: Doreen Bohmer.

Prayer Diary:
This is produced monthly underlining

various people and activities in parish
life and giving us a daily prayer focus.
Co-ordinator: Penny McLennan.

Service of Morning Prayer:

Morning Prayer is said in the Chapel
at 07h00 on Tuesday and Thursday
and 06h00 on a Friday to which
anyone is welcome, as obviously is
anyone to any of the normal church
services.

Such are the channels of prayer in the parish — apart from and as well as prayers of the faithful people of St John’s day

after day and year after year.

Some encouragements:

If you would like to be part of any of these
facets of prayer life, please contact the

appropriate co-ordinator or myself.

prayer life,

If you would like to learn more about prayer or deepen your own
contact Vivienne Pyle who co-ordinates the

Passionate Spirituality department of the church. [702 8891]



