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Deuteronomy 26:18
And the LORD has declared .... that you are his people, his treasured possession as he promised, and
that you are to keep all his commands.
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Dear Parishioners:
Greetings Jesus’ name!

Confirmation

It was great to have welcomed
Bishop Nkosinathi Ndwandwe to con-
firm our 14 candidates on 9 Septem-
ber. He challenged us to look be-
yond ourselves and to share what we
believe with others and plan for the
growth of our church.

As people enjoyed tea and eats
provided by the confirmation candi-
dates, the bishop planted a cross-
berry tree in the spirit of Arbour Week
and to mark the confirmation.

At the service, the Bishop blessed
a new Altar Book donated by Irene
Scoggings in memory of David. It will
replace the old one at the main altar
whose spine has, over time, been
damaged.

Social Justice Season

The focus this year, during Au-
gust, was on economic issues. Most
of the house groups used the mate-
rial provided by Diakonia Council of
Churches, and the Sundays focused
on the theme too. We explored eco-
nomics as the art of administering the
global household, providing access to
what it takes to live abundantly.

The Sunday afternoon Meditation
at the end of the Season, entitled “A
Home for all”, provided a powerful
challenge for us to put our faith into
action.

Would like to join others in the
parish continuing a focus on eco-
nomic issues? Please speak to me if
you would like to.

Diocesan Synod

The Diocesan Synod, which was
held on 1 September at the Cathedral
in Pietermaritzburg, focused on legis-
lative matters. The lay representa-
tives from our parish were Eve
Rayner and Anne Gosling.

Changes were made to various
Acts of the Diocese, to improve their
clarity and to ensure that they reflect
current practice. Significantly, a new
Act, Act Eleven, was enacted to deal
with Self-Supporting Clergy (the term
“Community Clergy” now no longer
appears in our church legislation).
While it was considered important to
enact legislation relating to this cate-
gory of clergy in our diocese, what
was approved at the Synod will be
discussed further by those directly

affected by it. Our parish, which has
had considerable experience with
Self-Supporting Clergy, can make an
important contribution to the on-going
discussions on the regulations gov-
erning these clergy.

Crime

| am increasingly aware of people
who have been affected by crime in
some way, either directly or indirectly.
Crime can easily leave us helpless
and hopeless. A few months ago
Bishop Rubin asked parishes to
prayer regularly for an end to crime
and violence in our country. The par-
ish council decided to encourage
people to pray for this each day at
noon. Also, in the church there is a
red candle which can be used as an
aid to prayer for those wanting to use
the church for prayer. | commend
this initiative.

Recycling of waste

For some years we have provided
the opportunity for paper and bottles
to be collected for recycling on our
church premises. We now have two
small drums to collect cans. Before
depositing cans in these containers
please rinse them out and, if possi-
ble, flatten the ‘long side.” We are
also working on composting leaves
and grass cuttings, in order to reduce
the need to have this matter removed
from our property.

Good environmental management
of the church resources we have,
including water, electricity and paper,
is an integral part of our Christian
witness. We welcome any ideas you
have or contributions you can make
to improve this area of our church
life. Let us monitor ourselves over
time to see we can improve.

Parish Secretary

In mid July, we welcomed Rose
Bernhard as our new parish secre-
tary. She is currently serving a three
month probation period.

Developments in the youth

Over the past few months we
have interviewed prospective candi-
dates for a joint Anglican-Methodist
youth worker appointment. No suit-
able candidate has been appointed.
Subsequently, the Methodist Church
appointed a young person within their
congregation to work amongst their
youth. At the same time one of the
youth representatives to our Parish
Council, Elkanah Matthew, offered
himself to help co-ordinate youth ac-
tivities at St John’s. This was grate-
fully accepted. He has a light study
load this semester and so is available

to assist from September to Decem-
ber. He will work about one after-
noon a week and be available to as-
sist on Friday evenings as well. | am
sure his appointment as Youth Co-
ordinator, together with the work of
the youth committee, will help grow
the youth who have over the last few
months begun to meet again on a
Friday evening. | am grateful to Al-
ison for the support she has offered
the youth.

Managing Diversity

In the Pinetown archdeaconry an
overnight training session for ten rep-
resentatives from each parish was
planned for 14-15 September. Within
our churches we are increasingly re-
flecting the diversity of our society.
This is a positive development which
enriches our community. There are
various diversities within our midst,
including theological differences,
which need to be acknowledged and
respected. We are continually chal-
lenged to consider how we can best
proclaim and live out the good news
in our very diverse context.

The next edition of The Lantern
will feature a report back on this day
conference.

Stewardship Campaign

In October this year we have a
concerted focus on stewardship. The
focus will be on the giving of our
‘time, talents and treasures.’

We would particularly like to en-
courage more people to join the
Dedicated Giving scheme, which
provides an opportunity to give in a
planned and systematic way. We
have set the target of increasing the
number of people giving in this way
by fifty. Let us try and achieve this.

All the stewardship material is in a
separate envelope. If you do not re-
ceive it please enquire from the par-
ish office.

Parish Planning Day

Our parish planning day will take
place at the church on Saturday 3
November. This day is an opportunity
to reflect on the last year in terms of
progress made towards meeting the
goals set for the year. The main pur-
pose of the day is to plan for 2008, as
well as further ahead.

We all have plans for our church,
but will not all make the planning day.
We would like to hear of your hopes
and dreams for St John’s. Please
pass these on so that they may be
fed into the planning process.

Yours in Christ
Andrew Warmback
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) DURBAN MEN& CHOIR
| Be sure not to miss the DURBAN MEN& CHOIR
Exclusive esigns,resetiing diamonds & semi-preciodke 41 on Sunday, 28" October 2007 at 14hr30 at
stones,remodellling, pearl stringing € specialist repairs, © - | St. John's. Tickets cost R50 per person and in-
. =75 clude tea and sandwiches at the interval. Tickets
Melvin Wright will be on sale soon - contact Dawn Asher on
Designer leweller 031 702 6567 for more details/tickets.

| Please advertise this event amongst your family

| and friends. Tickets to performances of this popu-

J lar choir soon sell out, so we suggest you get
yours as soon as they are on sale.

« Mel -aine Jewellers

Home: (031) 701 6046
Melvin cell: 076 4280894
Elaine Cell: 082 4668870

EAPPI Advocacy Programme Update as at 18.07.2007
Caroline Beech

Two months have passed - very quickly - since returning home from Palestine/lsrael, and they have been very full, very
interesting and very fruitful; and 1 am aware of how much | have valued your prayerful support and interest in all that |
have been involved in.

Within days of returning, | preached on Sunday 20 May in my home church, St John the Baptist Pinetown; and a copy
was sent as requested to Bishop Rubin who spontaneously emailed it to all the clergy.

I was involved in a week-long solidarity programme organised by the Friends of Palestine and at Durban City Hall (31
May) and UKZN Durban/Westville Campus (6 June), meetings chaired by MEC Dr Zwele Mkhize, | was asked to speak
briefly (off the cuff!) at each event.

On 13 June | spoke at the Doone Village Forum in the morning and then presented my first hour-long power point pres-
entation at St John® church that evening.

17 June | took a shorter version to the congregation of All Saints@hurch, Bellair and St Mark® Church, Hillary. | then
took two weeks leave but got involved with a breakfast show radio interview in Johannesburg for Channel Islam Interna-
tional; and a full presentation at St Patrick® Church in Bergville to the wider community.

18 July I was invited to address the leaders of the Pinetown Methodist Church and on 20 July will be the speaker at a
Diakonia Breakfast Briefing in Durban. 22 July I will speak at Christ the King, Mariannridge; and 19 August | am booked
to speak at the Church of the Epiphany in Chatsworth. Back at home | will address the St John® Church AWF on 5
September and on 1 November | will be guest speaker at Pinelands Women® Institute.

Other speaking events, both here in the parish and elsewhere, are in the pipeline. And at each presentation | am moved
by the interest and concern shown by the audiences. Question time sometimes exceeds the length of the talk itself. If |
thought | was on a learning curve back in Palestine, | have discovered that the curve continues.

I am very willing to come and speak to both big and small groups and can be reached through St John® Church, Pine-
town, or on my cell 082 836 1847

NEW ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY
BERYL RAWSON

How to Trust God..........cccuveennes Gary R. Mays .... Christian Faith  Nothing to Fear ........... L. Burkett ................ Healing
Khula ..o T. Williams ............. @een Read The Amplified Bible ..... ..cccocveiiiiieeininnen. Reference
The Fun Book of Bible Trivia ... R. Martins (Quizz®) .Reference  The Marriage CoUrse .. ......cccovvvveeriiineennn. Reference
Planning your Wedding ............ J. VErity .o, Reference Who Runs the World ... .......ccceeeiiiiienenns Bible Study
When Children Pray ................. C. Fuller ...... Prayer & Devotion lllustrated Guide to the Bible ..................... Reference

Thank you for your library donations of

PENNIES TO HEAVEN
Eddie Wolff

We have just banked an amount of R635:00.
The total number of coins collected was 7339.

Don’t stop. Keep on dropping your small
change in the galvanized bucket in the foyer of
the church. Thank you and God bless you for
your generosity.

books (on which we rely for @ew blood®)
The Librarians do, however, reserve the
right to decide (with the Rector to advise us)
on which books to take into

the Parish Library. Those books not required
by our Library will be disposed of to Groups
who can use them i.e. those with Prisons
access and Aids organisations, etc. Thank
you again for your support
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fed.

from its brokenness.

grieve for the dead rivers.

grasping hand of the oppressor.

covenant with the environment.
This we pray in God’s name.
Amen

PRAYER FOR THE EARTH

NEW COVENANT
David Burchell
Let the earth be allowed to scatter its riches so all can be

Let the whole ecology be put in intensive care to recover
Let the polar ice caps be put in deep freeze waiting for
the expectation of the final freedom.

Let our hearts too be taken out of cold storage so we can

Let the freeways of communication be ripped from the

Let life be restored to the asthmatic ozone layer.
Let humans learn to be grateful custodians of a new

The next edition will be issued on 4™ November.
Please get material to Anthony Castleden for it to
be included in this edition by 14™ October.

DO REMEMBER THAT THE LANTERN IS FOR

YOU!

ARTICLES AND SNIPPETS ARE ALWAYS WEL-
COME. THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE CON-
TRIBUTED TO THE LANTERN FOR THIS EDITION.

NOTES FROM THE MARGINS 3

I'm grateful to Doren and Clodagh for
taking the trouble to respond to my
last Lantern article in writing. What
they say helps me to take the discus-
sion forward, although | must admit
that at first | thought Doreen was ad-
vising me to repent of the heretical
sentiments | had expressed! But pay-
ing more careful attention and talking
to her subsequently, it became clear
that her thoughts had focussed on
the idea of separation from God. This
is helpful, and I am happy to agree
with her that the way to overcome
that separation is by repentance and
encountering Jesus. It's important to
think about what that actually means
in practice. One of the useful remind-
ers of the recent social justice season
was that salvation is not simply a
matter of the relationship between
the individual soul and God: separa-
tion from God is intimately connected
to separation from the neighbours
and the world through which God
comes to us.

This understanding is in fact very
much in line with those passages in
the Gospels which report Jesus as
referring to something like hell, in-
cluding the texts Clodagh mentions.
(I say ‘something like hell’ because
the word ‘hell’ itself appears only in
some versions of the Bible, notably
the King James, as a translation of
several different words in the original,
and it is not at all obvious that they all
refer to the same thing, let alone to
what has come down to us as the

Christopher Cockburn

traditional doctrine of hell.) It is strik-
ing how many of these statements by
Jesus occur in the context of a dis-
cussion about the importance of what
we do, our actions rather than our
beliefs. Clodagh is absolutely right to
guote Matthew 7 in this context: ‘Not
everyone who says to me, “Lord,
Lord” will enter the kingdom of
Heaven, but only those who do the
will of my heavenly Father.” This sug-
gests that we have attached alto-
gether too much importance to right
belief, or right doctrine. It therefore
seems to me that A.W. Tozer, on the
back page of the last Lantern, goes
too far when he suggests that ‘the
hope of the church yet lies in the pu-
rity of her theology, that is, her be-
liefs’. Our beliefs may indeed affect
what we do, for good or ill, but ulti-
mately, it is what we do that matters.

Again in Matthew 25, the basis for
dividing sheep from goats is not ‘the
purity of their theology’ but how they
behaved towards others, especially
those deemed insignificant by the
‘world’. Whoever is kind to others
knows God and is recognized by
God, and therefore already has eter-
nal life. Those who live only for them-
selves are separated from God, and
therefore are already creating a hell
for themselves and others. Jesus
uses vivid imagery to convey to his
listeners the dire consequences of
this, and here Clodagh’s alternative
of an ice-hell is useful in helping us to
see that these are pictures. As Caro-

line suggested in the sermon that
opened the social justice season, the
man storing up ever more in his
barns is the subject of a story: we are
meant to understand the main point
and apply it to our own situation. We
are not meant to literalize the details.
In the sermon which ended the sea-
son, Andrew also reminded us that
Jesus characteristically taught using
parables, which always needed to be
interpreted by his original listeners,
and still do.

Andrew was discussing the image of
the narrow gate. Reflecting on his
understanding of this, it occurred to
me that the image is quite similar to
that of the camel attempting to go
through the eye of the needle. That is
about the difficulty of a rich person
entering the kingdom of God. Like the
rich young ruler, many people find it
difficult to move beyond concern only
with themselves, and to take action
accordingly. They will take what
seems to be the easier way, through
the wide gate. Although this might not
be quite what Clodagh had in mind, it
is the sense in which | would agree
with her that Christianity is not easy.
It is a great challenge to widen the
scope of our caring, one that con-
fronts us daily, but in the end this is
what gives us life. This is what Jesus
wants us to see. He is not developing
a general doctrine of hell here (or
indeed anywhere). When AW. Tozer
(in the previously-mentioned article)
talks about everything in the scrip-
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tures being ‘clear-cut and accurate’
he seems to think they contain noth-
ing but doctrine. It would seem quite
inappropriate to describe an image
as ‘clear-cut’ or a parable as ‘accu-
rate’. The image of the narrow gate is
not focusing our attention on what
happens to us when we die, but on
the challenge of living the Gospel.
The good news is that as we turn
(repent) in the direction of greater
openness to others, inspired by Je-
sus, God is always there supporting
us, simultaneously growing in us the
gift of eternal life.

One of the reasons | prefer Andrew’s
understanding of the narrow gate to
Tozer's (that is, seeing it as relating
to loving action rather than right be-
lief) is that we don’'t end up with a

contradiction: a God who at one mo-
ment is willing to welcome us unre-
servedly and at the next shuts us out
without any hope of redemption. The
traditional doctrine of hell presents us
with a God who accepts us if we re-
pent before the moment of death, but
if we don’t punishes us for evermore.
This is not even justice, let alone
love. Is God’s love unable to reach
beyond the fact of death? The tradi-
tional doctrine asks us to believe in
(and even to love!) a vindictive God
who would inflict torture without end,
as punishment for even the smallest
sin. If such a God really existed, |
would feel bound to join the rebellion
against him, despite Clodagh’s warn-
ing about what happened to Lucifer.

miss him both at home and church.

A LETTER FROM IRENE SCOGINGS

You all know that David died nearly nine months ago and that |

However, it has made me realise more than ever what it is to be
part of the St John’s family. | have been so cared for in so many
ways and that warms the heart. A very big “thank you” goes to
Margaret Castleden and Morag Davidson and their team.

Fifty two years at St John’s have brought so many blessings.

God bless you all.

But fortunately | do not have to be-
lieve in such a travesty. This is not
because | am trying to make things
easy for myself or others, or have
succumbed to some fashionable
conspiracy trying to ‘widen the nar-
row gate’ (the fear expressed in the
‘Thought’ following Tozer’s article in
the previous Lantern.) It is thanks to
Jesus himself, who shows us that
God is like a loving father who runs
towards his prodigal children at the
least sign that they wish to return
home. So in this sense | agree with
Doreen: Jesus does provide the an-
swer to the problems posed by the
traditional doctrine of hell. As the old
hymn says, ‘There’s a wideness in
God’s mercy like the wideness of the
sea’ — or indeed like the widest gate
we can possibly imagine.

HOUSE SITTING NEEDED?

Shaun Hain requires house-sitting em-
ployment in December and January or part
thereof. He loves looking after pets. He is
presently a first year Medical student at the
University of Cape Town. If you are going

away and require a house-sitter, please

contact Brenda Hain on 031 701 2170 in
the evenings or 031 701 4133 mornings.

ANOTHER PUZZLE FROM

- PUZZLE NO. 2

HYMN NAMES

Find the following names of hymn tunes
by circling them, going either up or
down. Note that some letters can be
used twice. The remaining letters spell
out the name of a well-known song.
SMS the answer and your name to
082 374 3965 and you could win a tin of

Asparagus!
LIE|T|N
DAVID DERBY
ElL| 1 |B DIX ELY
EVENTIDE EVELYNS
vV AID|U HARVEST SUSSEX
elelelr TERSANCTUS  THAXTED
THORNBURY TRURO
E|R|B|Y VESPER REGENT SQ
LEONI HORSLEY
D| 1 | x| T
NOEL HYFRYDOL
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So men, we invite you to put aside

CALLING ALL MEN
(WITH A SPECIAL APPEAL TO THE LADIES IN THEIR LIVES)
EDDIE WOLFF
Men, is the stress of the world getting you down? Do you need a break? Are
the pieces of your life not fitting together? Do you need an infilling of the Holy
Spirit? Do you want to discover what God has planned for you and your life?

If you answered “Yes” to any of the above, please join us for a retreat.
(Ladies, is he scratchy, irritable, morose, watching too much TV and just
generally getting on your nerves far too often? Do you need a break? Send

him to us and let’s see what the Holy Spirit, with us as His servants, can do.)

the second weekend of October, starting with Friday late afternoon 12" October and

going through to Sunday afternoon 14" October.

The venue will be Camp Jonathan outside Eston (and
before you ask: not we are NOT camping as in tents
but will be dry and in warm, comfortable beds!). An-
thony Castleden will be leading us, making sure that
we're fed spiritually and enjoying some good fellow-
ship whilst discovering more of what God'’s plan for
us is. Eddi Wolff will become the keeper of your cell-
phone, and will try and keep everything on track and
make sure you're fed in body. We'll be leaving

St John’s on Friday at 17h00 and returning Sunday at
15h00, fulfilled, energised for Jesus and afire for God.

This is not a get-away for old toppies only —we are especially aiming at a bit of bonding with our youth. So, if
you're 16 years of age or older please join us.

N

Cost?
An unbelievable
R260 pp for two
nights all found.

Interested??
Please contact
Eddi or Anthony./

SAYING GRACE IN A RESTAURANT

Last week, | took my children to a

contributed by Nola Day

Hearing this, my son burst into tears "Too bad she never asks God for ice

restaurant. My six-year-old son asked
if he could say grace.

As we bowed our heads he said,
"God is good, God is great. Thank
you for the food, and | would even
thank you more if Mom gets us ice
cream for dessert. And Liberty and
justice for all! Amen!"

Along with the laughter from the other
customers nearby, | heard a woman
remark, "That® what® wrong with this
country. Kids today don®even know
how to pray. Asking God for ice
cream! Why,| never!"

and asked me, "Did | do it wrong? Is
God mad at me?"

As | held him and assured him that
he had done a terrific job, and God
was certainly not mad at him, an eld-

erly gentleman approached the table.

He winked at my son and said, "I
happen to know that God thought
that was a great prayer."

"Really?" my son asked. "Cross my
heart," the man replied.

Then, in a theatrical whisper, he
added (indicating the woman whose
remark had started this whole thing),

cream. A little ice cream is good for
the soul sometimes."

Naturally, I bought my kids ice cream
at the end of the meal. My son stared
at his for a moment, and then did
something | will remember the rest of
my life.

He picked up his sundae and, without
a word, walked over and placed it in
front of the woman. With a big smile
he told her, "Here, this is for you. Ice
cream is good for the soul some-
times; and my soul is good already."
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ORPHAN FAMILIES
WINNIE NCGONGO

These are accounts of 4 families under Winnie Ngcongo's care. They are heart-rending, not least because of the mat-
ter-of-fact way they are told. This is part of the every day work of the social and community workers in the townships.

There are six of them using 3 rented
rooms. The eldest of the family was
arrested and was given 25 years in
jail for armed robbery. He had been
looking after the 6 children. Now
there is no one to take responsibility.
One of them is working in a tempo-
rary job. The attorney has given
them written notice of 30 days as
they owe the landowner a lot of
money. They owe rent and water
and not one of them has any money.
Three of them are still at school —
two at high school and one in Dur-

Another case is one of 4 orphans
who need someone to look after
them when the young lady, who
is their cousin, is going away to a
job far away. The grandmother
does not want the children. One
of the girls was raped but the
case was not investigated. The
cousin has not applied for grants
because she did not get the
death certificate from the funeral
parlour who were not paid by the
municipality (Parks Board). Could
these children be taken to an or-

The mother of 7 children is
critically ill. As there are some
relatives and the parents still
there, the children cannot be
taken to an orphanage. There
is no income as the mother is
waiting for her ID. This family
sometimes receives a food
parcel from St John’s and also
from St Clement’s. Ekukhan-
yeni church contributed money
for transport in June. The Com-
munity Health Worker is going
to follow up this case and bring

it to the attention of the council-
lor and the social worker.

ban University Technicon (DUT).
There is no one to look after the
needs for school next year. This fam-
ily was referred to the councillor, so-
cial worker and DUT counsellor.
Winnie will attempt to get the school
fees exempted.

phanage as that is a place for
keeping children without parents,
relatives or community members
who could care for them?

A young lady, who is in denial, did not even want to see Winnie. She did

not disclose but the grandmother of her 4-year old child (a boy) dis-

closed his illness. He is on ARVs.
Transporting critically ill clients continues to be a major problem.

If you would like to know more about
Winnie Ngcongo, go to the Ukukuthaza
website — www.uam.za.net — her story

appears on the Workers page.

Faith for Daily Living

“Sometimes, in the thousands of items of mail that arrive
each month in our office, there is one that is different. Some
time ago we received this one ‘Dear Mr. John Borman, My
name is Amy Grant, | am 13 years old. | would appreciate it if
you would please put me on your mailing list so | may receive
Faith for Daily Living. | used to read my Grandmother’s books.
She is moving away to Natal. And | so enjoyed reading this
book. | read for my brother Richard who is 7 years old, every
night. 1 would be grateful to you if you will send me number
| " 418 (Jan/Feb 2007). God bless you all and thank you for all
' your hard work. Thanking you Amy Grant.’

We are seeking to extend our outreach of this little booklet
and think that you can help us. If you belong to a church
which has a magazine, maybe you would ask them to put a
small notice in encouraging people to read “Faith for Daily
Living"? If your church magazine has adverts maybe you
would let us know so that we can put a small advertisement in
— which would help your church! Maybe also you would en-
courage your friends of other church denominations to read it
and try to get their congregations to order bulk supplies?

History has just been made for Faith for Daily Living! A few
days ago we received our first request for Faith for Daily Liv-
ing in e-book form. We rejoice that God is opening up new
forms of ministry and we are grateful to Mr. Neville Parathyras
of Durban for the idea and all the hard work he has under-
taken to make this outreach possible.
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Yours in Christ,

Tony Day subscribes to Faith for Daily Living,
if you'd like to know more about this gem give him a call on 031 709 3422.
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DIOCESAN SYNOD 1* September 2007
Anne Gosling

This was a Special Legislation Synod, beginning
with the Eucharist. There were about 250 delegates,
and the solemnity and the singing of so many strong
voices in the Cathedral set a good tone for the day. The
Legislation Committee was set up by Bishop Rubin to
review the Acts of the Diocese. The bishop still sees
this as ‘a map for the journey’ and maintains that we
are challenged to keep adjusting the map to the lived
experience of the Diocese. In his Charge to Synod he
drew attention to the importance in the scriptures of ‘the
dialogue between rules/laws and grace’ — these are not
alternatives, but function together, and, he stressed,
rules ought to be liberating.

Some of the Agenda consisted of matters just for
noting — like the bylaw ‘On Archives and the preserva-
tion of records’. But the bulk of it dealt with emenda-
tions to nine of the Acts of the Diocese. Much of this
was practical issues, clarifying terms and language.

First up was Act 10, setting out conditions for vari-
ous types of Clergy leave. This document is now to go
to the clergy for discussion.

Act 12 dealt with stipends and allowances for clergy
— including some indication of what it is the duty of the
parish to provide, by way of stove, fridge, books and
vestments, for example. It was noted that the Diocese
is presently looking into accident insurance for clergy
on duty.

In Act 17, Of Diocesan Property, there were details
to be added on insurance and valuations. The Bishop
said that a working committee was drawing up guide-
lines which would be made available to parishes for
comment.

Act 18, Of Burials and Interments, contained a
number of additions clarifying church practice: for in-
stance, placing ashes in a wall or garden of remem-
brance, not scattering them, and the necessity for bury-

ing them at a depth of at least half a metre and in level
ground that will not be washed away over time.

The most detailed debate centred on Act 11: Non-
Stipendiary or Community Clergy or ‘self-supporting’
clergy.

There was, for instance, a question: can a self-
supporting cleric be a churchwarden? (There was quite
strong feeling against this, as these are seen as two
different ministry roles.)

At present self-supporting clergy do not automati-
cally have a vote on parish council or regional council
or membership of Synod. A proposed addition to Act 25
provides for just one self-supporting cleric from each
region to go to Synod. But there is strong feeling from
the Bishop and others that clergy should not outnumber
laity in Synod; the Bishop urges that more lay people
should be involved in church governance.

Self-supporting clergy may not be paid by a parish
— but are they entitled to allowances for transport and
phones, as stipendiary clergy are? Education and train-
ing of self-supporting clergy need to be regularised.
Also at issue is the question of whether self-supporting
clergy are marginalised, exploited? And: self-supporting
clergy come from, and remain in, their own parish. Can
a self-supporting clergy cleric move — or be moved by
the bishop — to another parish? The bishop favours
some flexibility here.

Our own parish council supports the move to give
self-supporting clergy more say in parish, regional and
diocesan structures. It was certainly a pity that self-
supporting clergy were not part of this Synod them-
selves. The Bishop was careful to point out that this is
the Diocese’s first proposed Act on self-supporting
clergy. He said it still needs revision, and although the
Act was passed, it must still be regarded as a work in
progress, subject to discussion — particularly among the
self-supporting clergy themselves.

% & ' &
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Home is a word with many meanings.
Andrew, in his sermon, asked what
the word (and also the concept) con-
jures up in our minds and we came
up with shelter, family, love, comfort,
security etc. On the recent trip Dely-
sia and | made to Europe | was
asked by family where | considered
“home” to be and | did not have to
think about it twice — home is right
here in Pinetown (if you want to call it
Ethembeni, ‘Place of Hope’, go right
ahead), in KZN, South Africa.

Of course, in a broader sense and for
me as one member of God's Crea-
tion, “home” is this planet we call
earth — a planet given to us by our
Heavenly Father, a planet He created
and when He looked at His Creation
He saw that “.... it was good”. He
created man and woman in His own
image and gave everything to us for
our use - but not for our ab-use. Be-
cause our life is finite, everything we
need for survival our Heavenly Father
provides for us. He blesses us with
the immediate environment that sur-
rounds us and makes it available for
our use but ... it is only on loan to us.
We will have to return it to Him when
we leave this orb to join Him in our
final “home”, the New Jerusalem in
His Kingdom.

Apart from the house that | built and
Delysia converted into a “home”,
there is another which 1 consider
home — our “spiritual home” - St John
the Baptist Anglican Church in Pine-
town.

HOME

EDDIE WOLFF
This “home” was inspired by God and
built by His people because He wants
us to worship Him collectively every
time we gather there. Man has done
this through the ages and has been
blessed for his obedience over and
over again by his Heavenly Father.
Unfortunately, over the last few years
the walls of our “spiritual home” have
been under attack and have started
crumbling. Individually, efforts are
made to re-build but we have to, like
Nehemiah, arm ourselves and, col-
lectively, banish the evil that has
threatened to destroy the fabric of St
John’s. We must do so as one family
- united as the family of God -
strongly united and not splintered into
many weak factions. Satan wants to
‘divide and conquer. We have to
stand firm and we know that we can.
“If God is for us, who can be against
us?”. Our “spiritual home” is on loan
to us — it belongs to our Heavenly
Father. We are under orders to main-
tain it and honour it for, every time we
enter there, we “are standing on Holy
Ground”.

When we enter there we must do so
with pure lips and clean tongues. Let
us take note of David’s wisdom in
Psalm 37 v 30 “The mouth of a right-
eous man utters wisdom and his
tongue speaks what is just”. When
we speak let us use our tongues to
proclaim the Glory of the Lord rather
than the perceived weaknesses of
our fellow brothers and sisters. Let us
build each other up rather than tear
down. Let us put the past, and its

chaos and discontent, firmly behind
us and let us move forward into a
brighter future with one voice raised
in Praise and Worship. In doing so,
let us bring full honour and glory into
the Lord’s House.

| encourage you to read Psalm 119:
verses 169 — 176.

Let us rebuild our “spiritual home”
into a glorious Temple of the Lord, a
Temple where the Lord will say “...it
is good”. When we look back into the
Old Testament we find that Solo-
mon’s prayer of dedication of the
Temple (2 Chronicles 6: 36-42) is as
relevant today as it was then. We
should then also take note of God’'s
reply to Solomon in chapter 7 verse
14. So ... ‘let us humble ourselves
and pray and seek His face and turn
from our wicked ways’

Let us also reach into our pockets
and bring extra offerings to repair and
rejuvenate where necessary. If we
can't bring financial offerings, let us
bring our gifts and talents.

Let us give of ourselves and thereby
bring Glory to the Lord.

I’'m not sure exactly how he put it but
in essence Winston Churchill said
something like

L

You take from the world
to make a living,

You give to the world to
make a life.

One day the Queen of the Forest
and her fairies were out and about
when they heard a terrible commo-
tion going on.

A little tree was crying bitterly at
one side and two others were shout-
ing at each other and the other trees
just watched and listened. The
Queen stopped and spoke to the two
trees and said, “What is wrong, and
why are you shouting?”

The one tree said, “This tree says
it is more beautiful that me, and just
look at the mess it makes when it
drops its flowers”. The other tree
said, “Both of us are different as our
flowers are red and mauve, so | also
think 1 am the most beautiful of the
two of us”.

THE CHILDREN’S CORNER

by Dot Sanders

The Queen thought about this for
a moment, and then said, “As you
cannot seem to be friends, this is the
rule | make. Tree No. 1 — Jacaranda
— you will flower at the end of Spring
and Tree No. 2 — Flamboyant — you
will flower at the middle of summer,
and both of you will drop your flowers
and leaves, so you are both beautiful
at different times.”

Now she went to speak to the little
tree that was crying and very kindly
asked what the problem was. Little
tree told her it was unhappy because
some of the big trees said it was too
small and not very useful. The forest
Queen scolded the tall giant trees
and told the little tree that she would
make sure it was always remem-

bered and said it would be the tree
used at Christmas all over the world
to make the birth day of baby Jesus
so special. And even up to now, the
Fir tree is always happy to be deco-
rated and put in a place of honour on
Christmas Day.

ARBOUR DAY - funny word but it
is a day when we remember trees.
Trees are a gift to us, as they help us
to stay healthy, especially as our air
is not very clean because of the fac-
tories and motor vehicles. Trees take
in all the bad elements during the
day, and give us clean air at night!
Look after the trees and they will help
to look after you.
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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ

A company called TEKmation has

new facility that they are realizing in
Jacobs. The company offers training
facilities for apprentices and techni-
cians and they have asked me to get
this facility up and running by Christ-
mas this year.

everything is fully functional. At pre-
sent we have a huge open space
with minimal walls for offices, lecture
rooms, conference centre, store-

rooms and training areas. We need
offered me a managerial positionina  to get this entire facility up and run-
ning so that we can obtain accredita-
tion from government and other regu-  This will, of necessity, reduce my in-
latory bodies as well as private en-
terprise. For me, to say the least, it
will be a huge challenge but the up-
side of the whole thing is that every-
body involved in this effort is a child
The work will be intensive for me until  of the Lord — Hallelujah. Over and
above this, the Lord is blessing Dely-
sia and | by putting food on the table
again. Our resources were diminish-
ing at a frightening rate and, although

the income is small, every bit helps.
Thank you, Lord.

volvement marginally at St John’s
during normal working hours. | will
not be able to do what | was doing
but I have not fallen off the edge of
the world (for those who are followers
of the Flat-earth-society). For me life
at St John goes on albeit in a slightly
reduced capacity.

1. Money-counting and banking. Verification of moneys collected will now be done on Sunday after the 9h00 ser-
vice (10h30). Banking will have to be done by others on Monday or Tuesday and we will discuss this.

2. Nothing will change with regard to my commitment at services. | will still continue with my services at St John'’s,
Altersheim and Cheshire. The Men’s breakfast will continue as before.

3. The only restriction will, unfortunately, affect the Ukukhuthaza AIDS Ministry in some way. But then only as far
as any renewed involvement | might have had during normal working hours. Fundraising will now have to in-
volve others besides myself but | am sure we can get a good team going. Standard letters are taking shape and

all we need is accreditation by +Rubin to get going.

4. Since Friday is a day where we close early at TEKmation (13h30) some items regarding SJB can be attended

to in the afternoon.

Should you have any queries, please contact me. Other

than that, | would welcome your prayers for a successful

completion of our endeavours.

God bless you all

Your brother and sister in Christ: Eddi and Delysia

FORREST GUMP GOES TO HEAVEN
contributed by Beryl Rawson

The day finally arrived. Forrest Gump dies and
goes to Heaven. He is at the Pearly Gates, met by St.
Peter himself. However, the gates are closed, and
Forrest approaches the gatekeeper.

St. Peter said, "Well, Forrest, it is certainly good to
see you. We have heard a lot about you. | must tell
you, though, that the place is filling up fast, and we
have been administering an entrance examination for
everyone. The test is short, but you have to pass it be-
fore you can get into Heaven."

Forrest responds, "It sure is good to be here, St. Pe-
ter, sir. But nobody ever told me about any entrance
exam. | sure hope that the test ain®too hard. Life was
a big enough test as it was."

St. Peter continued, "Yes, | know, Forrest, but the
test is only three questions. First: What two days of the
week begin with the letter T? Second: How many sec-
onds are there in a year? Third: What is God® first
name?"

Forrest leaves to think the questions over. He re-
turns the next day and sees St. Peter, who waves him
up, and says, "Now that you have had a chance to think
the questions over, tell me your answers"

Forrest replied, "Well, the first one -- which two days
in the week begins with the letter "T"? Shucks, that one
is easy. That would be Today and Tomorrow."

The Saint® eyes opened wide and he exclaimed,
"Forrest, that is not what | was thinking, but you do

have a point, and | guess | did not specify, so | will give
you credit for that answer. How about the next one?"
asked St. Peter.

"How many seconds in a year? Now that one is
harder," replied Forrest, but | thunk and thunk about
that, and | guess the only answer can be twelve."

Astounded, St. Peter said, "Twelve? Twelve?
Forrest, how in Heaven® name could you come up with
twelve seconds in a year?"

Forrest replied, "Shucks, there® got to be twelve:
January 2nd, February 2nd, March 2nd... "

"Hold it," interrupts St. Peter. "l see where you are
going with this, and | see your point, though that was
not quite what | had in mind....but | will have to give you
credit for that one, too. Let us go on with the third and
final question. Can you tell me God® first name"?
"Sure," Forrest replied, "it® Andy."

"Andy?" exclaimed an exasperated and frustrated St
Peter. "Ok, | can understand how you came up with
your answers to my first two questions, but just how in
the world did you come up with the name Andy as the
first name of God?"

"Shucks, that was the easiest one of all," Forrest re-
plied. "I learnt it from the song, "ANDY WALKS WITH
ME, ANDY TALKS WITH ME, ANDY TELLS ME | AM
HIS OWN."

St. Peter opened the Pearly Gates, and said: "Run
Forrest, run."



